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History Edition
1939 - 2014

Third in a series

ew of us are historians. Yet, over the last ten months we Wynnedalians have

learned a lot about the history of the town in which we live. Thanks to our

official historian Sue Rice and the other residents who searched many sources
for answers, we now know so much more about what this area was like 100 years ago,
and what brought early settlers to establish farms here.

More importantly, we’ve learned how a remarkable young man named Thomas
A.Wynne came to choose what was then still mostly wilderness to carve out space to
build his first home.

If we had lived 100 years ago I'm sure none of us could have envisioned all the
inventions that would lead to today’s thriving city. If we could carry that same line of

reasoning (through a crystal ball) and look 100 years into the future would we grasp
2114’s life and how it had evolved?

As more aspects of our town'’s history are uncovered they will be shared through Sue’s
publications Roots, with a preview of what is to come on page 6. For parents and
grandparents the history we have shared this year about Wynnedale would make for
interesting conversations and learning experiences with your children and
grandchildren. Take them for a walk down to Sleepy Hollow or by the original Wynne
house and help them realize just how recently all this land was still woods, for example
< - along West 42nd Street and how the first
~ people to live here had to literally carve

‘ out space to build their homes.

/.

7 Fast forward to the mid 1990s when the
distinctive Wynnedale sign we see every
. day was designed by Linda Ranger.
7~ Nearly 20 years later it's still a stylistic
announcement to all who enter our town

that we've been officially incorporated
_ since 1939.
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The State of Real Estate Near Wynnedale

FROM THIS . . . TO THIS TRANSFORMATION

FROM THE Ru,bbi.e.. « « « Justalitle over a month ago the newest, and biggest, addition to our area - A
New Walmart Neighborhood Market opened. Many of us felt a twinge of sadness as we watched the trees disappear
along Michigan Road only to be replaced by a Walmart - but oh the convenience it offers we can’t deny. We weren’t the
only ones. A Kindergarten student at Crooked Creek Elementary expressed his concern to his class and inspired his
classmates to write letters to Walmart. Walmart responded with a pledge to plant two trees for every one that they cut
down. A donation was made to Keep Indianapolis Beautiful to plant trees in a preserved location. Some of the trees will be
planted on the school’s property and students have been asked to help determine other locations to plant as well. Happily
they have also planted a row of trees on the strip of grass along Michigan Road. It is amazing how much nicer the bricks,
mortar and asphalt look when bordered with a row of trees.

The State of Real Estate in Wynnedale

Quite a few residents are curious about what houses are for sale or will soon be for sale in Wynnedale. This is the
most current information this editor has:

2138 Wynnedale Road
(Jackson house) in process of
being updated. Family says it
will be on the market in about a
month.

2125 Wilshire Road, home of Dan &
Karen Fell has had a kitchen
remodeling and is on the market.

2135 Wynnedale Road owned by
William Koers. Is in the midst of
remodeling, including a second
floor addition. Owner has not

| decided whether he will keep or
sell when work is completed.

2127 Wynnedale Road
(Dimond house) Family is sill
working on and, as of now, has
not decided whether to sell or :
~ when. 4343 Paula Lane E. Drive (Ransom
house) It is on the market with Tucker.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS: People & Events for

Brittany Green and Amir Quadri

Our newest neighbors at 4255
Knollton Road are Brittany
Green and Amir Quadri.
Brittany is originally from
Valparaiso, Indiana and Amir
was born in India but moved to
Schererville, Indiana when he
was three months old. Brittany
and Amir lived about 25 miles
apart and met five years ago
through a mutual friend in
undergrad college.

Brittany first attended Indiana
University Northwest in Gary,
IN earning her Bachelor of
Science in Biology with a minor in Chemistry. After undergrad
she was accepted to the Indiana University School of Dentistry.
After an additional four long years of blood, sweat and tears
she attained her Doctor of Dental Surgery degree and is now a
practicing dentist at "Indy East Smiles Youth Dentistry" on the
east side. Children and the underserved are their primary
patients, and she loves being able to help those patients
achieve a healthy mouth. On her spare time, she enjoys going
to the gym, reading, and walking/playing with their new dog
"Zero" with Amir. Zero was recently adopted from a local
shelter, and he gets along fabulously with their adorable long-
haired cat, Precious.

Amir graduated from Purdue University where he majored in
Electrical Engineering. He is employed by MISO (Midcontinent
Independent System Operator), which oversees one-third of
the US’s power grid. MISO is an Independent System
Operator (ISO) that monitors the high voltage transmission
system throughout the Midwest United States and Canada

Amir enjoys maintaining their (matching) cars in good driving
shape, playing video games and sleeping. He also loves fixing
things around the house, welding, and building neat gadgets.

Brittany and Amir both enjoy traveling and taking trips. They
also love going to music festivals (in fact, they first fell for each
other at Lollapaloozal) and seeing live music. After Amir’s first
ski trip this past January, they vowed to have a ski trip each
winter. Hopefully Brittany will open her own practice in several
years to be her own boss, and they will be able to have
many more adventures together!
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ANOTHER GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC

The picnic was a great
success this Labor Day.
The weather cleared up
for us to enjoy great
food and friends. We
had a big turnout of
people and there was
lots of sharing
conversation and
fabulous food. | noticed
we had more teens and

less little kids this year, a sign our young ones are growing

up. The neighborhood is changing but for the best. Next

year will be the 40th anniversary of our picnic so if you

haven’t come for awhile, do mark your calendars and try
- WS to come. Left at the site this

M year was a black and white

plastic serving spoon and a

. child's chair with a red car

picture on it. Call me if these

. are yours and | will return

them to you. Sue Rice

291-6881.

Back By Popular Pemand!
VUMPSTEK 2 (a sequel)

Are we the trashiest community in Indy or ’rhe
cleanest? Anyway, another wonderful cleanup
weekend is coming soon with the arrival of two
dumpsters to gef rid of all your large, heavy
unwanteds.

Look for the dumpsters to appear on Friday,
October 10 and be hopefully full by evening of
October 12. .. .usval locations.
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WHO WILL BE OUR NEXT CHILI CHAMPION? -

Wynnedale may not be the chili capital of the world but there is no finer event for chili
lovers, from mild to “set your hair on fire” aficionado, than our annual fall chili cookoff. Whether you like red
or white, vegetarian or loaded with meat chili, it will all be on the table Saturday, October 25th.

This year’s hosts will be Eddie and Libby Goodknight who live on the corner of Cold
Spring Road and Wynnedale Road. The party starts at 6 p.m, so bring your chili and a dessert to share. The
hosts will furnish everything else. If you have questions, email Libby at Libby.Goodknight@gmail.com.

/
Friday, OCTOBER 31st . .it’s TRICK or TREAT time again )

W&o (o
Yes, it's almost HALLOWEEN, that time of year when lots of darling J 9 : @
little ghosts and goblins will be knocking on your door hoping for a ‘ -

treat. Please have your porch lights on if you are wanting visitors. Also, if driving, please be extra careful. Let's
make this another fun and family friendly evening. TIME: 6-9 p. m.

- /
It May Look Like A Garage.

But Eddie Goodknight said it really is his "neighborhood pub."

And if you see him out there with a can of beer in his hand, one of at least two TVs showing sports
games and a fire pit taking the chill off of the fall air, you're welcome to join him. "When the door's up,
people are more than welcome to have a beer," Goodknight said. "Or a few beers."

Goodknight -- who lives at 4222 Cold Spring Road with his wife Libby and their four-month-old son
Graham -- said he and a couple buddies initiated the idea of a garage-turned-neighborhood-sports-bar
when he was single and living in the Broad Ripple area.

"The first thing we had in it was that Budweiser dart board and an old TV. That's it," Goodknight said
with a laugh. “We started adding neon signs, and then different kind of signs, tin signs, old paraphernalia,
flags. It just kind of mushroomed. We were having beers late and | put my can on this shelf, and a buddy of
mine looked at me and said, 'We should collect cans.'" That first can he put up was his favorite beer,
Budweiser.

And when the 44-year-old Goodknight moved to Wynnedale, that can and
all the rest of the garage decor came with him. About 1,250 beer cans from
around the world now line the garage wall, but Goodknight can still pick out that memorable first can, even
from a row of other Budweiser cans.

In fact, he keeps an Excel spread sheet to track the number and type of the different beers and cans
he's collected. "We don't know what we're going to do when we fill up the garage to be honest. But we still
have room to grow. | think we should easily be able to get 2,000 in here." He's also got two new TVs, with room
for five in order to watch multiple games simultaneously; a popcorn machine and a new Franklin wood-burning
stove to warm the garage.

He's planning on installing a new garage door with an entry way, letting him keep the overhead door
shut. But in order to make sure neighbors know they can still drop by, Goodknight also has one other new
purchase: A neon "Open" sign.
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WYNNESTOCK - The fourth Music Extravaganza, a smashing success!

We had another great Wynnestock this year. The musical talent seems to increase every festival. In typical "Woodstock"

fashion it rained during the 1st couple of acts but did not dampen spirits. There were a total of 8 acts including, King
Harlot, Hair Peace, Shannon Duncan, Siberian Chilli, Ben Brashear, John Fell, Saharan Drench and the Wynnedale Jam
band. Several highlights included John Fell's Gypsy Jazz set paying tribute to Django Reinhardt, the Wynnedale Jam band
performing a Jack Clarke original, The Wynnedale Esplanade Blues and ended with John Fell's smoking rendition of the

Star-Spangled Banner. The festival was video taped and several highlights will be posted on YouTube .
™y

The pitch in food was great and no one left the event thirsty. There were also some serious games of badminton and
volleyball. The best part of the whole evening was the friendship and spirit between all the Wynnedale neighbors.

Reported by Roy Christian

/

Wynnedale’s newest young
resident, seen here totally
oblivious to all going on
around him at the Labor Day
picnic. Welcome Graham

Baxter Goodknight,
born June Ist, 2014.

SEPTEMBER TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

September’s meeting dealt primarily with the budget for the coming
year and what was spent last year. The 2015 budget includes funds for
sealing the major cracks in the town's streets and possibly re-sealcoating a
portion of the streets this year.

The previously adopted ordinance about maintenance of shrubbery and
other plants that might grow into the right of ways of the town's streets was
reviewed and residents were requested to comply with this.

The status of updating the town directory was discussed. Getting the new
directory to the printer is the last major task. The database has been
updated.

The council also received comments about the password protected
website Nextdoor Wynnedale, which is a new additional website to
Wynnedale.org. All Wynnedale residents were invited to attend this annual
budget meeting and there were about five attending.

Reported by John Kincaid

Have you noticed that the school buses are in the neighborhood now that school has started again?

= \950'001- BUS ).

Now nofice that your shrubs and trees may have grown over the summer, and could be blocking the bus driver's
[ A7 | view or path. Trimming them is not only the polite thing to do, it's also in the city code.

~| According to the municipal code, "trees on private property shall be kept trimmed by the owner so as not fo
obstruct a roadway or sidewalk, or endanger traffic at intersection or elsewhere" and ensure that branches don't
block the light from sireet lamps.

Tree branches that overhang the road must be at least 14 feet above the ground. But you don't need to go out

with a ruler. If the branches are brushing that school bus, trim them.
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN - il

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS: People & Events for

(continued)
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Mr. George Porter

of Hidden Orchard Lane

Died June 1, 2014. His service
was June 6, 2014

He was 79 years old

Mr. Porter lived in Wynnedale
over 20 years.

His wife and son Jeffery cherish
his memory

Mr. Louis Myers, Jr.
of Paula Lane East Drive

died June 6, 2014. His services
was June 14, 2014

He was 48 years old and living
with his parent Louis and
Chatlotte Myers.

He was the grandson of Elmon
Myers who built many of the
houses in Wynnedale

Mr. Dixon Prentice
Former Justice on the Indiana
Supreme Court from

1971 to 1985 died July 20, 2014 in
Tucson, Arizona. He was 95.
Dixon and Phyllis built their home
at 4255 Roland Road in 1974 (now
owned by Janet and Fritz Hohlt)

Mrs. Rozella Walker
died July 21, 2014. Her service
was July 26, 2014.Mrs. Walker
was 100 years old. She lived with
her daughter Patricia Carter, a
long time resident of Wynnedale.
(The photo is from many years

ago).

Mrs. Gloria Ransom
died August 5, 2014 at the age of
86. Her service was August 11,
2014. Her husband, Mr. Fred
Ransom, preceding her in death.
He died in1997. The Ransoms
lived in Wynnedale over 30 years.

NEIGHBORLY CONCERNS

Please take care of your yard - The appearance of
your property is one of the most important parts of
home ownership. Not mowing grass, trimming
bushes or keeping the weeds under control reflects
on us all and the perception of Wynnedale as a
caring community. Your home’s value as well as
that of your neighbor’s is affected by neglect.

Going to the Dogs

Wynnedale is full of delightful dogs of all sizes and
shapes. But part of having a pet is being a responsible
and considerate owner. Leaving dogs out in the back

yard barking for hours is not a cool thing and is

not appreciated by your
neighbors. Also, we ask that when
you walk your dog, please clean

up their mess, 2y especially when it

“happens” on a neighbor’s lawn.

&‘ Wynnedale Roots &

The first flyer was about the Rommel family and the story ended with Bertha's death in

1973. The next article will follow the story of the Rommel house and the owners from
that time. It will tell of the murder of one of the home owners and how Indiana

Landmarks came to hold a protective covenant on the house. A big beautiful addition was
made to the house by a previous owner and I hope to have pictures and the details of this
construction.

g0 into detail about each of the primary family members that helped develop our
neighborhood.

Respectfully submitted by Sue Rice

The Wynnedale News & Views Newsletter

is designed,written and edited by the following:

Sue Gilfoy, Sue Rice, Marilyn McCombs, Mary Beth Schneider,
Charlotte Talley, Judy Hall, Bruce Ranger, Tim Need, Cheri
Moore, and Janet Gibson,

Historic or human Interest articles about Wynnedale are welcome
for future issues as well as small business ads. Please contact
either Janet Gibson (jsgibson1933@gmail.com) or Sue Gilfoy
(gilfoy.sue@gmail.com) if you wish to contribute.
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Animal Blessing Service, Sunday, October 5th, 3:00pm!
Bethel United Methodist Church
5252 W. 52nd Street (between Lafayette and Georgetown Roads)

Calling all pet owners and animal lovers! You know that God has blessed you with your pet; this
is your chance for your pet to be blessed! On Sunday, October 5 at 3:00 p.m. Bethel United
Methodist Church will be holding an Animal Blessing service. The service is the culmination of
over a year of work by Juliana Messina and two other scouts toward their Silver Award, the
highest Girl Scout recognition at the middle school level. Juliana learned and practiced multiple
media techniques via different promotional channels to create a public relations kit for Bethel
and other churches interested in offering Animal Blessing services to current members and as a
way to attract new visitors. In addition, the scouts developed messages to promote the
Indianapolis Humane Society and to "bust myths" about the shelter. Did you know that
IndyHumane offers low-cost micro-chipping without an appointment? You don't need an
appointment for Bethel's Animal Blessing service on Sunday, October 5 at 3:00 pm either!

Please keep dogs on leashes of 7' or less and other animals (like cats) may feel safer in crates or
some other container. If a crowd is too stressful for your pet or you wish a blessing in
memoriam, simply bring a photo for a blessing. But whatever you do, come to the Animal
Blessing service on October 5th to give thanks for their love.

"Owners of dogs will have noticed that, if you provide them with food and water and shelter and
affection, they will think you are God. Whereas owners of cats are compelled to realize that, if
you provide them with food and water and affection, they draw the conclusion that they are
God." Christopher Hitchens

e

= Sy &

Smollen worked over 100 hours on the

Juliana Messina, Erin Smith and Rebecca

project!

Wynnedale Babysitting Service
Juliana Messina
297-5551

Are you looking for a safe and responsible
sitter? Do you need a “Mother’s Helper” to keep
your children safe and happy while getting
ready for a party or event2 Then | can help!

I'm Safe Sitter trained which means I've learned
child development and safety skills including
basic lifesaving techniques (choking, first aid)
and pediatric CPR. I’ve also been trained on how
to prevent accidents and how and when to get
help if they do occur. I'm usually available
weekends and some school nights. The best time
to reach me is from 5:00-8:30pm. My rate of
pay varies depending on whether I’'m babysitting
or a mother’s helper and how many children
need care.

Please contact me, Juliana Messina, for more
information and my availability.

"Helping Others Grow Around Indianapolis"

State Fair but is still worth seeing.

Purdue Extension Master Gardener
classes in Marion County began in
September and are available
throughout the year. Call
317-275-9286 or go to http://
IndyMG.org for more information.

[5igi
|

Purdue Extension Master

Contributed by Marilyn McCombs Garden in April

Purdue Extension-Marion County Master Gardeners

Attention all current or potential gardeners! It is not too late to visit the Purdue Extension-Marion County
Demonstration Garden at the north end of the Indiana State Fairgrounds just east of the DNR building. This
garden is a project of volunteer Master Gardeners and features primarily All-America Selections of vegetables
and flowers. Last year's garden provided nearly 1,000 pounds of fresh produce for local food banks. It features
several styles of raised beds, beautifully designed flower beds, and this year’s garden included a 7-foot tomato
arch! It is well worth a visit, or several visits to see the progress. It was at its peak production during the Indiana

Purdue Extension Master Garden in August
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The Wynnedale Bird Sanctuary Is Changing

One year makes such a difference
In many big cities where open parkland is at a premium, little pocket parks are tucked in between high rises or on odd shaped
corners too small to build on. Here in Indianapolis we're lucky to have some lovely big parks but as the years go by and land
gets more valuable having a little park like our Bird Sanctuary will add value to the neighborhoods who are lucky enough to

have them.
If you haven’t taken a walk through the bird sanctuary to see all that has been accomplished in one year, | urge you to do so.
Last fall the park was full of overgrown honeysuckle, long neglected shrubs, a few dead or dying trees and not much else.(see

photos below)

A small committee of visionary garden lovers started meeting in late winter to put together a plan of how our little park could be
reclaimed. This plan was presented to the Town Council in the spring and a $2000 park fund awarded to begin the updating. The
first stage was to have all the overgrown and dead plants/irees cut down. Bids were taken and less than a month later Broad

Rlpple Tree Service spent a day cul‘hng and grmdmg up all the overgrown material. (See the changes below)

Conversations about what to plant and where all will be planted in this newly reclaimed space have continued throughout the
summer. Some plants from residents’ gardens and the esplanade were donated and established(and we hope for more). In
late August, when perennial plant sales started, a small sampler garden plot was established. These cone flowers, foxgloves,
purple leaf sand cherry shrubs and Annebella hydrangeas. . . . . . are a beginning of what a beautiful all season blooming
park can slowly be developed. Several residents have made small $ donations toward plants and one person is thinking about
donating a bench next year. We are only limited by what we have to spend, not by our imagination. If anyone would like to
help our efforts, perhaps in memory of a loved one, we would happily add a tree or more flowering bushes in their honor.
Contact Janet Gibson or Sue Gilfoy for more information. | end this update with photos of the kind of hardy and beautiful

kinds of plants we hope to add.
Photos 1-3 are

established in the §
park

Photos 4-7 are !
plantings being
suggested for
next year
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