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Artwork by Lizzy Hartstock, second grader at Sycamore. She lives on Wynnedale Road and enjoys tennis and Spanish.

Fall is coming and in Wynnedale that means
it’s time for the annual chili cook-off.
This year’s event will be held on Oct. 22
at the home of Jim & Leigh Purcell,
2101 W. 44th Street.
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Mark your calendars and get your recipes ready!
Watch your mailbox for a flyer in October
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How Old Is That Tree?

By Jack Clarke
I brought my tape measure back to Wynnedale. The Sweet
Gum trees in my front yard at 4202 Cold Spring Road are
about 130 years old. The Calahans had to cut down a Silver
Maple which was about 120 years old. I would imagine that
most of the silver maples in Wynnedale are about the same.
The soaring Walnut at the Knapp-Wild-Gruber home at
4204 Cold Spring Road is 185 years old. We’re talking 1831!

Some of us may remember the wind storm that blew through
Indianapolis last summer, basically along 30th Street on the
west side.
Several mature trees by Marian University went down on
White River Parkway East Drive. Just south of the entrance
to Riverside Park, a huge White Oak tree near the boat
launch parking lot fell, nearly reaching the street. My son
Will and I began to harvest some of the wood for our smokers.

And there is a lovely Pin Oak shading the sumptuous Goodknight estate at 4222 Cold Spring Road which is nearly 190
years. If you want to see it, visit when Libby is home.
Eddie will try to charge you.

When Will and I were cutting the branches, I noticed the
size of the trunk of this tree and wondered: “How old could
this beast be?”

The Pin Oaks on the esplanade range in age from 100 to 120
years. The Pin Oak at 4242 Knollton Road is also 120 years
old, which suggests that there was a stand of oaks and several
were left standing as the town and
streets were built.

I went online and found several websites about how to determine a tree’s age by its circumference. I measured this old guy
and was amazed. The circumference was 13 feet 2 inches, making
the tree more than 250 years old.
That’s 1765!

Two of the most majestic trees in
the town are at the Bulcher home
at 2292 Wynnedale Road, across
from Sleepy Hollow. The White
Oak by the street is nearly 170
years old and its big brother by the
house is 190. The spread of their
canopies is impressive!

I had just kicked my tree hugging
up a notch. Now I can’t drive
down the street without wondering: “How old is that tree?”

At the corner of Temple Street
and Brookside Parkway is a
Chinquapin Oak, known as the
Temple Oak, which is nearly 18
feet around and possibly 400 years old.

My new pastime, tree measuring,
dovetails well with a couple of my
others: woods-walking and bird
watching. For a nature and history wonk, it’s wonderful. I’ve
always wondered if walls could talk, what would they say?
What about a living thing that has been somewhere for a few
hundred years?

There is another Chinquapin Oak at 46th Street and Washington Boulevard that is 240 years old. On East 10th Street
at Gale is a Bur Oak that is 196 years, and next to the Broad
Ripple Post Office is a 192-year-old Black Oak. Wonder how
many dogs have sniffed those babies?

If anyone is intrigued by this, all you need is a tape measure,
a calculator and a field guide for tree identification. If you
Google search “How old is that tree?” there are several sites
that give relevant information. The Missouri Department of
Conservation has a great website on this subject.

One of the oldest trees that I have found is in a very interesting place. At Highland and North streets in the back corner
of a plumbing contractor’s parking lot on Pogue’s Run is a
White Oak that is 14 feet 9 inches around and more than
280 years old. We’re talking 1733, folks! George Pogue didn’t
settle there until 1819. He probably sat in its shade.

Twigs and Tea

Take a walk in the woods, or maybe your back yard. There’s
some history there.

by Charlotte Talley

Looking for a new dining experience? Don’t mind driving a
little distance? Then Twigs and Tea is the restaurant for you!

home decor and accessories, as well as seasonal gifts.
The tea room hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. The store is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. For more information, call the shop at 317-578-2550
or email at twigsstore@att.net.

Twigs and Tea is a charming restaurant at 11643 Maple St.,
Fishers. It has great food, a wide assortment of teas and delicious desserts.
An added feature is its eclectic boutique featuring a variety of

For all you Scotty’s Brewhouse lovers this is just a reminder that on the Butler University campus next to Clowes Hall
you can get your fix at Scotty’s Dawghouse.
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EVENTS & NEIGHBORS
The Wynnedale Labor Day Picnic:
A Great Success

Richard & Mary Beth
Schneider with Millie Balika

Special thanks to Eddie Goodknight for bringing his grill
and cooking some good food. Also thanks for all who
brought tables and great food. An additional thanks to Craig
Rice for setting up lights so the clean up could be done
without a flashlight! The picnic area was spotless when all had
gone home. Only one item was left on a table and that is a
hot pad with a snow man on it. Call if it is yours – Sue Rice
(317)291-6881. Already looking forward to next year.

Linda & Bruce Ranger

Wynnedale News Tidbits
By Linda Ranger

John Nims at 4255 Knollton Road successfully removed all of the ivy vines from a big
Hackberry tree in his front yard. It was a huge job and must have taken hours but as a
result this tree will live years longer.
Sue and Craig Rice celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on July 16 by having
dinner at the Boathouse Grill on West 56th Street. Casual and good food!
Robin Regan and Frank Messina invited us to meet some of the new neighbors on
June 29. It included great food and an extensive selection of beverages. All new and old
residents of Wynnedale were invited and many families attended. We thank Robin and
Frank for hosting this fun event. Robin posted her invitation on https://wynnedale.
nextdoor.com. All Wynnedale residents should join this site for community listings.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hackleberry tree at
4255 Knollton Road

4th of July Fireworks - Thank you Eddie
Goodknight! The huge, colorful, loud display
was spectacular! It was as if you were sitting
on top of the bank building downtown with
the beautiful explosions erupting right in
front of you. It was an exciting and beautiful
exhibit and we all enjoyed the evening.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For some time, two wonderful ladies have cared for the four flower beds on the ends of the esplanade. Unfortunately, these gardeners have retired. If you know of anyone who would like the job of doing some part-time
gardening please call Janet Gibson at (317) 293-5597 and she can discuss payment and schedule of care.
New neighbors of Wynnedale who want to know about the cemetery located in “Sleepy Hollow” in Old
Wynnedale at 42nd Street and Roland Road can Google “Swift Pioneer Cemetery Rededication” and read all
about the history of the Swift family.
Contact Linda Ranger at LJRanger@Gmail.com to add family news and events you would like included in the next
edition of the Wynnedale News Tidbits.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Featuring businesses owned by your
Wynnedale neighbors.
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Wynnedale Deaths

Velma Louise Gilbert Oglesby of 2229 Paula Lane South Drive died July 23.
Mrs. Oglesby, who was born in Russellville, Ky., in 1928, was a retired special education teacher for Indianapolis Public Schools.
She was preceded in death by her husband of 63 years, James Oglesby. She is survived by her daughters,
Sandra Oglesby and Linda Oglesby Phillips; her sister Catherine Brown, and a host of family and friends.
The Oglesbys were long-time residents of Wynnedale and will be greatly missed.

Meet Our New Neighbors

Charlie and Debi Fehrman have finally moved into the home at 4280 Roland Road after a great deal of
work remodeling after a fire there several months ago.
The Fehrmans have four grown children gone from the nest and one dog, Reagan, who is still living at
home.
Their oldest child, Craig, teaches at Indiana University in Bloomington and is writing a book on the U.S.
presidents and the books they authored. Working title: Author in Chief. But more importantly he and his
spouse have just made Charlie and Debi grandparents to little Henry.
Sarah, their eldest daughter, lives in Lafayette and teaches at Purdue University -- which Charlie and Debi
consider “much better than the three years she spent teaching in South Korea.”
Their “babies” -- identical twins Hannah and Beka -- became the caboose of the family train. Debi said
when children start coming in litters, it’s time to quit! Hannah is a producer in Chicago and Beka is a
financial advisor in Fishers.
Debi, a pediatric hospice Registered Nurse, currently is working at Community Hospital East. When she’s
not playing with baby Henry, she studies for her Family Nurse Practitioner program. Slated to graduate in
May 2017 she is desperately looking for a pediatrician or pediatric NP with whom she could spend some
office time this winter to fulfill her school’s requirement for clinical hours. Debi will gratefully receive any
referrals you may offer (that’s a serious plea for help!).
After graduation she is looking forward to many hours of scrapbooking Henry’s cutest photos, and of
course paying off school loans.
Charlie enjoys time on his motorcycle as a respite from remodeling their home. His work as a building
contractor and project manager for Midwest Remediation has come in handy this past year. “One day, we’ll
have the place finished enough to actually invite people over!” says Charlie. Debi is trying to hold him to
that word.
Their contact information is: Phone, (317) 294-1076 and email, charlie.fehrman@gmail.com
–––––––––––
Megan McCormick and Kelly Renie moved from an apartment near 38th and Meridian to
2285 Wynnedale Road in September 2015.
Megan is the head soccer coach at DePauw University. She had formerly coached at Marian University in
Indianapolis. Megan is a graduate of Ball State University, earning a bachelor of arts degree in architecture.
She enjoys cycling and traveling.
Kelly also plays soccer. She played throughout her college years at University of Mississippi where she
earned a bachelor of science degree in criminal justice. Kelly is a science teaching assistant at Sycamore
School. She is returning to school to earn a degree in computer forensics and digital investigations.
Both Megan and Kelly coach soccer at the club level, working with Hoosier FC in Noblesville.
You will see them walking their dogs Pansy and Roo around the block.
Their contact information: Megan (812) 343-4092 and Kelly (317) 225-0560
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Josh and Amy Smith with their young daughter Meredith moved to 4315 Hidden Orchard Lane in
September 2015. They had previously lived in the Geist area. Both Josh and Amy graduated from Indiana
State University.
Amy works as a nurse at Community North Hospital and Josh is part owner of Redemption Alewerks
Brewery located at 7035 E. 96th Street in Fishers. Meredith is two and a half years old.
Their hobbies are yard work and swimming in their pool. They take weekend trips to visit family members
scattered around Indiana.
–––––––––––
The house at 2001 Wilshire Road will soon have new owners. We’d like to welcome Richard Goehring and
Kevin Petsche to the neighborhood. They are moving to Wynnedale from the 28th Street and College area
where they still have a big house but almost no yard.
Both are gardeners and are looking forward to planting a lot of new gardens, including vegetables and
greenery. They say having a big fenced yard will be a delightful plus, as they hope to someday have a dog.
For now they have four cats.
Richard moved here four years ago from Omaha, Neb., and works as an IT manager of Enterprise
Applications for the American College of Education. Kevin has been a Hoosier his whole life, first as a
child in South Bend and for the last 30 years in Indianapolis. He works at the IUPUI library helping
students access and work with the university’s online resources.
Both Richard and Kevin are avid bike riders, campers and traveling is high on their list of things to do.
Kevin plans to try biking to his campus job. Many neighbors will enjoy knowing these guys are true Colts
followers and love entertaining. Richard tells me that Kevin is also a great cook and both think the chili
cookoff will be a challenge they want to check out.
Please help welcome these very interesting new residents. I know they look forward to meeting all of you.

An Alaskan Adventure
By Marie Warshauer

In July I had the opportunity to spend time in Alaska with
three cousins. There are many wonderful tales about this gorgeous and unique place, but the spot that stood out the most
was our time in Sitka.

life. Our destination was St. Lazaria National Wildlife Rescue.
As we left the harbor the sun came out and the blue sky along
with it. Calm waters were ahead.
We had the treat of being entertained by sea lions and sea
otters at play, followed by a whale show that was spectacular.
There were so many of these amazing creatures we lost count.
To watch them moving with such beauty and grace was a true
treat. If that were not enough entertainment for one day, we
saw numerous starfish, anemones, mussels and thousands of
birds.

I am fortunate to have a first cousin, Ellen, a documentary
filmmaker who has lived in Sitka for more than 20 years and is
active in the arts council there.
She greeted us upon our arrival in Sitka and took us to the
Backdoor Café. Not your average Starbucks/Hubbard &
Cravens. This is a place that the longtime townspeople patronize. In one corner were merchants talking about business; in
another were the local politicians. Friends met in another corner. Pastries and coffee were outstanding. Everyone knew my
cousin and she knew everyone! Attached to this quaint place
is a delightful local newsstand-bookstore. Could have spent
hours browsing.

Visiting cousin Ellen’s home was as unique as the boat ride.
It’s a typical Alaskan home built of timber. A large part of the
home has been designed and rebuilt by Ellen and her husband
Spencer, using timber they found from fallen trees.
The backyard featured a hedge of raspberries, a vegetable
garden, chicken coop, table saws and woodworking tools in
another corner. Lunch was a delicious halibut caught hours
before by Spencer. Melted in our mouths.

A quick jaunt to the harbor found us boarding a small fishing/charter boat named Blue Dog and met Captain Gary.
Gary is a native Alaskan who was raised in the Sitka area. His
grandmother was the first female to own and operate her own
fishing boat in the area. Gary has been out on the waters all his

Our time in Sitka was very short but packed with such beauty,
laughter, love and delicious food. A return visit will be planned
in the near future. Something about Alaska pulls me back.
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COMMUNITY AROUND US
Making a Difference
By Faye Bacon

Recovering Life for Ladies is the ministry I have been blessed by Bobbi Hookfin several nights during the week. They love it
by and had the privilege to be involved with. Like many of you, and do not want to miss these evenings of learning and sharI wanted to make a difference in someone’s life.
ing. As they arrive, the exhaustion of their day is written all
over their faces. Yet they leave with smiles, sharing hugs with
I participated in the leadership training program for ‘Celebrate
one another.
Recovery’ at my church. Then, while visiting a few ‘Celebrate
Recovery’ meetings throughout the city, I stumbled upon a
These girls have nothing, so they are unable to pay for counselwoman who welcomed me to a ladies-only group on Thursing. Bobbi knows this and has reduced her own work hours as
days at the Unleavened Bread Café at 3001 Central Ave. I
much as possible, and moved to her area of ministry to cut her
came away that first night filled with joy after watching several living expenses to be able to take a few hours from her job to
women celebrating the steps of their freedom from addictions
provide the counseling and teaching they need.
in an atmosphere where they were happy, uplifted, learning
While Bobbi is dedicated to walking with these women in
and growing emotionally, well on their way to overcoming
their journey to becoming independent members of society,
their past lives.
this journey takes time. More ladies have asked for and need
I knew someone was embracing them in their walk: Bobbi
that one-to-one counseling, but she is unable to cut her work
Hookfin, a biblical counselor who has devoted every spare mo- hours at her job in accounting any further as she is a single
ment of her life to embracing dozens of women with a comwoman with bills to pay. She finds it quite distressing now
mon bond of incarceration in their lives. Bobbi takes no credit that she must tell ladies that she has no time available, because
herself, but rather credits the positive direction these women
she knows the time is ripe to counsel when the individuals are
are walking to God.
asking. Without the help at the right time ladies often relapse
or leave the program only to return later further entrenched in
Each of these ladies need one-to-one counseling, mentoring,
their pain, unforgiveness and bitterness.
incorporated Bible study and training to learn the process of
renewing the mind in order to overcome the past destructive
I would invite you to learn more about this special successful
thinking that landed them in the basement of life. The basis
ministry. Bobbi would be pleased to share a presentation on
of this Thursday evening program is similar to the 12-step
Recovering Life, and two women are willing to speak about
program with which many of you may be familiar. However,
their journey and how this ministry has impacted their life.
Recovering Life is a Christian-based program.
There are many ways you could support this ministry: printer
I have now been involved with this ministry for a few months, cartridges, gas credit vouchers as she transports these gals
and each week I come away even more joyful, seeing these
many miles each week, a monthly meal for 20 ladies, or even a
ladies growing by leaps and bounds! Many participants who
small monthly tax-deductible contribution toward a counselhave been suicidal, abused, on the streets, chemically and/or
ing session each week.
emotionally addicted and sentenced to jail are now keeping
Please contact me, Faye Bacon, either by email, bacon.faye@
jobs — including very physically-draining and minimumcomcast.net, or cell, 317-453 0187, if you are interested in
paying jobs — and still attending counseling and meetings led
hearing more about Recovering Life.

Garden Ministry
by Charlotte Talley

Light of the World Christian Church set aside a half-acre of land to establish a
garden ministry. This garden was named the John Stephen Talley Community
Garden as a tribute to Charlotte Talley’s deceased husband who was a retired
educator and an active member and building manager of the church.
Steve was also a long-time resident of Wynnedale.
The Disciple of Church Women’s magazine featured this garden in its 2016
summer edition. All the harvest of the garden is donated to the various community services who serve the needy as well as Light of the World Christian
Church Food Pantry.
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Support Public Education
by Cheri Moore

Registered voters in Washington Township will be asked to
vote on the Nov. 8th ballot for two Washington Township
school referenda, one for operating staff and one for school
construction/renovations.

Strategic Plan 2016-2019
http://www.msdwt.k12.in.us/strategic-plan/

Facility Planning & Staff Needs Overview http://www.msdwt.k12.in.us/2016/01/master-facility-planning/

The decision by our community on Nov. 8th will certainly impact the future of the Washington Township community. As
we compete with surrounding districts to attract and retain
quality staff, as well as new families to Washington Township, it is essential that we gain the support needed to pass
the referenda Nov. 8th. We certainly know that the quality of
our schools impact the entire community, including property
values. Please take time to engage in this important process!

If you would like to continue to receive information about
the referendum or to get involved please access the important
information at https://goo.gl/dqgY2b

Give Old Materials A New Life: Upcycle!

by Robin Reagan and Frank Messina

If you find yourself in a similar situation then please consider
contacting Indy Upcycle at 643-2278 to see if they can offer
a way for your materials to come to life in someone else’s
hands. They take fabric, papers, yarn, thread, jewelry, beads,
scrapbooking supplies, and fine arts and general craft materials. They don’t take flower arranging items, clothes, recyclables
(boxes, newspapers, books, etc.), holiday decorations, or noncrafting books and magazines, etc. Indy Upcycle is located at
6358 Guilford Avenue in Broad Ripple between Good Earth
and the 3 Sisters Café with parking in front. And before you
go to one of the big name chain stores for craft supplies, check
out Indy Upcycle to see if you can save money while saving
our earth!

Did you know that there’s a place you can donate art and craft
materials, supplies, tools and equipment rather than recycling
them or, worse, throwing them in a landfill? Equally importantly, it’s a place where you can also buy arts and craft supplies with “pay-as-you-wish” pricing!
Indy Upcycle is a Broad Ripple shop dedicated to rescue and
sell (upcycle) arts and craft materials with flexible pricing.
Everything in the store was rescued and is “longing to become
something special” that you make! The owner’s goal is to give
great materials new life and to re-energize and inspire people
to create pieces when they find something new or different
in her store. I’m not the least bit crafty, frankly, but over the
course of our kids’ school careers we have acquired lots of materials that I hated to throw out, but lacked a place to donate.

Tender Loving Care for Bikes

by Robin Reagan and Frank Messina

Over the years I have always driven north to BGI Fitness
near Keystone at the Crossing to purchase new bicycles and
get them repaired or tuned. So imagine my surprise when I
stopped in at the Bicycle Hospital on MLK Jr. Street and 37th
recently to get a flat tire repaired and discovered a wonderful
full-service and well-stocked bicycle shop!

If you are a cyclist and haven’t already checked them out (it’s
possible I’m the only slow one in the neighborhood), then stop
by to meet them and see what they have to offer. Whether it’s
repairs, buying accessories or looking for a gift for someone
special, you should go. Join me in supporting a local business!
Bicycle Hospital
3702 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street
1 block south of the art museum
317-926-1641
Hours: Open weekdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m. to
3 p.m.; Closed Thursday and Sunday.
Call for off-season hours.

The shop is deceptively small from the street, but extends back
considerably. The owner, Jennifer DeVries, came out to speak
with me personally and ensure that their service had met my
expectations. I then quizzed her about some bike accessories
and she was able to share what they had and make a recommendation.
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WYNNEDALE
HISTORY
Former Batties Home
The Clock Connection
for Sale

by Sue Rice, Wynnedale Historian

Louise Terry Batties,
who passed away in
2014, was a long-time
resident of Wynnedale,
residing at 4248 Cold
Spring Road.

by Sue Rice

The former home of Louise Batties at 4248 Cold Spring
Road is now for sale by its current owner, Lee Marble.

Mr. Marble, the owner of Marble’s southern Cookery, has
extensively renovated the ranch-style home. A new roof
was the final improvement.

She was a remarkable
woman having earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Indiana University
and a master’s degree from Butler
University. She pursued further graduate studies in the Divinity School of
Chicago University and completed
two additional years of graduate study
at IU School of Law at Indianapolis.

The home was featured in a May 12, 1957, article and
photograph in The Indianapolis Star, headlined: “Hilltop
House Designed and Built by Farley Gives View Of
River.”

The house is now owned by Lee
Marble, proprietor of Marble’s Southern Cookery which is a
restaurant that we enjoyed and reviewed in
an earlier issue.
On July 19, 1987, there was a very interesting story in The Indianapolis Star about
her father and a clock that has become an
Indianapolis landmark at the City Market.
The following is a copy of that article:

A final advertisement and photograph of the house
appeared in the December 15, 1957, Indianapolis Star,
stating that Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Davis had purchased the
home.
Those interested in the home can contact Mr. Marble at
(317) 340-3600.

Just a Reminder
by Sue Rice

Wynnedale has several speed limit signs notifying us that
this limit is 25 miles per hour. We also have several stop signs
which we encourage everyone to obey.

ton Road northbound. But there is no stop sign at Knollton
Road going southbound.
Many bicycle riders go through without even looking as the
short stretch of road has no stop sign. That makes it doubly
important for motorists to pay attention as we share the road.

This is especially important at one intersection in old Wynnedale which has a three-way stop at Wilshire Road and Knoll-
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