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Thanks to everyone who stopped at Sasha Moore’s cupcake and
lemonade stand. She was pleased to earn enough to pay for the
“extras” she wanted for Westlane Middle School Blu’ettes. Sasha
is pictured with her sister Illeana and customers Kirstie Anderson
and Annika Schmoll.

Mark Your Calendar

The 43rd Annual Wynnedale Labor Day picnic will be held on
Monday, Sept. 3, in the Bird Sanctuary area located at the intersection of Wilshire Road and Knollton Road in old Wynnedale.
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Fitness Farm at 2525 W. 44th Street.
We have very limited funds, which are spent on such things as
street lights, security, snow plowing, care of the Esplanade and
road repairs. We need input from all of Wynnedale to help
determine the best ways to keep Wynnedale the beautiful
neighborhood it is.

It’s a pitch-in dinner, and a great way to meet new neighbors
while catching up with long-time friends! Bring a dish or two to
share, along with chairs, table service and drinks for your group.
Be ready to eat at 6 p.m., and the picnic ends when it gets dark.
All residents of the Town of Wynnedale are invited.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The annual Chili Cook-Off will be held on Oct. 13, hosted this
year by Eddie and Libby Goodnight of 4222 Cold Spring Road.
Details will be in a flyer to be distributed at a later date.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Please plan on attending the annual Town of Wynnedale budget
meeting at 7 p.m. on Sept. 12. The meeting will be held at the
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A Blossoming New Career
by Robyn K. Harder

After more than 10 ten years of handling public relations in the
corporate world I was in need of a career change, but what?

greenhouses to discover new blooms for the upcoming season
helped grow this appreciation for nature and all its seasonality
and beautiful imperfections. So perhaps it was inevitable that
this love would lead to the world of floral
design and the start of my own business
venture.

I knew I certainly didn’t want to
go back to the daily grind of 9
to 5 and hours of sitting in front
of a computer, conference calls,
client meetings, coast-to-coast
business travel. I just couldn’t do
it anymore!

RK florals began from my own love affair
with flowers and the floral design industry.
It celebrates the wild, abundantly diverse
and spontaneous beauty of nature. There is
a natural untouched quality to my work. I
like to think RK florals has a design style
that harkens back to the early 20th Century
and takes pride in the natural garden-style
arrangements. I’m constantly experimenting with new textures,
layers and color combinations. Each new season offers fresh
ideas for floral designs. Flowers changed my life in a way I never
thought possible. I never thought I could enjoy what I do so
much. Even though there are days that are
physically exhausting and some truly dirty
work, I am so happy that I took the chance
and made a career change. I couldn’t be
more content to be working with what I
consider one of God’s most beautiful creations and I’m simply proud to a florist.

But what did I have a passion for
that could channel my creativity?
Years back I had taken a floral
design class simply for something fun to do. I absolutely
loved everything about it. So I
reached out to the woman who
taught that class for advice about
breaking into floral design. She
hired me as a designer and I was able to gain experience in the
floral design industry. I was sent to design school in Minneapolis
and had some excellent mentors who taught me daily. I went on
to become the weddings and events manager of this company,
overseeing all the logistics from start to finish, while I continued
to develop my design skills and gain invaluable experience.
Flowers have always been one of my greatest passions. Growing
up on a farm in North Central Indiana I spent most of the warm
spring and summer days enjoying the outdoors. Helping my
mom in one of her many perennial flower beds and trips to the

Robyn Harder lives at 2115 Wilshire Blvd.
Contact her at robyn@rkflorals.com and see
more of her designs at www.rkflorals.com

A Garden for People in Need
By Charlotte Talley

Then the garden had trouble with rabbits, insects and other creatures
that thought it was their garden. After many trials,
research, classes and help from Keep Indianapolis
Beautiful Agency, the garden is now flourishing.

Light of the World Christian Church, located at 4646 Michigan
Road, started a garden ministry in 2010.
Named the Stephen Talley Community Garden,
this garden is a tribute to Charlotte Talley’s deceased husband. Steve Talley was a retired Indianapolis educator and later served as the church’s
building manager. He is remembered for his passion for people and his passion for gardening. As a
result the church voted that all the harvest of the
garden would go to fulfill the needs of people.

The care of the garden involves people of all ages.
The children of the church especially enjoy planting and harvesting pumpkins. Residents of the
Bishop Center Senior Home plant small gardens
in tall raised containers. A faithful crew of church
volunteers help plant, harvest and distribute the
produce. All the harvest is donated to the Light
of the World Christian Church Food Pantry and
other area food ministries.

Set on a half-acre of land, it took a few years to
get the garden established. The first year, the deer
enjoyed the garden. Within a couple of years, the
church was awarded a grant that funded enough
money to build a fence tall enough to keep out the
deer.

The garden truly lives up to the Biblical passage
Matthew 25:35: “For I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me.”
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NEIGHBORS
Wynnedale News Tidbits
By Linda Ranger

The first grandson of Faye and David Bacon of 2288 Wynnedale Road was born April 14. Jordan
Christopher Bowering weighed 7 pounds 14 ounces at birth. “Jordan is a delight as he ‘entertains’ his
Mommy and Daddy ALL NIGHT crying whenever they put him down! He is prompt and adamant
in giving them his marching orders if they sit for even a moment.” Jordan had a chance to give his
marching orders to Grandma as well! Proud Grandma says “No bias....he IS the cutest baby ever!”
On June 4, Wynnedale got a new neighbor: Grady Booker McGee lV arrived weighing 9 pounds, 3
ounces and measuring 22 inches tall. His parents Grady and Gail McGee of 2239 Paula Lane South
Drive are thrilled with their new baby boy.

Grady Booker
McGee IV

The Indianapolis Garden Club had its 23rd Annual Garden Walk on June 6. Two of the gardens that
were chosen belonged to our Wynnedale neighbors Joan SerVaas of 4240 Roland Road and Heather
Fortune of 2157 Roland Road. The event was attended by a great number of admirers.
On June 7, another new neighbor arrived: Elizabeth “Ellie” Kathleen Bryan was born to Michael
and Caroline Bryan of 2135 Wynnedale Road. She was 7 pounds 2 ounces and 20 inches tall. Big
sister Maddie is so happy to have her sister here! She loves taking turns
holding Ellie and sharing her dolls.
Jim and Yvonne Seach of 2126 Wilshire Road celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with a party given by their family on June 9.

Elizabeth “Ellie”
Kathleen Bryan

The 4th of July fireworks were better than ever. Eddie Goodknight of
4222 Cold Spring Road orchestrated one of the best displays Wynnedale
has ever seen. All neighbors and friends that attended were again entertained this year by the huge exhibit of color and sound. Thanks to Eric
Koers, Dave Piatt and Donnie Moore for assisting Eddie in lighting the
fireworks.
Chris French of 4343 Paula Lane East Drive is traveling with his roller
derby team, the Race City Rebels, to Boston for the Men’s Roller Derby
Association North American Qualifier. His team has the opportunity to
advance to the World Championship in Portland, OR. The Men’s Roller
Derby Association is the international governing body of men’s flat track roller derby. It was founded
in 2007 under the name Men’s Derby Coalition, and currently has 60 men’s leagues under its jurisdiction.
Wynnedale lost one of its favorite dogs. Max, the German Shepherd belonging to Erik Lindseth of
2160 Wilshire Road, passed away from a sudden illness on June 6. He was not only beautiful but also
a kind and friendly dog. We will miss him walking around the block with Erik.
The Wilson family of 2138 Wynnedale Road has adopted a new dog, Bailey. She is a 3 1/2 year old
golden doodle. Bailey is a sweet girl and a wonderful addition to the family.

Max

On Aug. 4, an old friend returned for a visit to Wynnedale. Rita Swift was visiting relatives and wanted to tell
us that her husband John died two years ago. John’s relatives are buried in the Swift Pioneer Cemetery in Sleepy
Hollow. She wanted to thank the Wynnedale neighbors
for taking such good care of the cemetery. Google “Swift
Pioneer Cemetery” and read the history of this special
place located near 42nd Street and Roland Road.
Contact Linda Ranger at LJRanger@Gmail.com to add family news and events you would like included in
the next edition of the Wynnedale News Tidbits.
Also remember there is the Wynnedale Website: http://www.wynnedale.org/ and Nextdoor Wynnedale:
https://wynnedale.nextdoor.com which keeps you current on everyday happenings including lost pets, items
for sale and crime in our town. It is easy to sign up for Nextdoor Wynnedale. You can choose the neighborhoods you want to view or just keep it to Wynnedale for notifications.
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NEIGHBORS
New Neighbors

Gavin and Maggie
Merriman had been looking for a new home around
Indianapolis, but preferred
to live in Washington
Township. Their daughter
Darby already attended
Crooked Creek Elementary
School and they wanted her
to remain there. They were
excited to learn that their
Realtor had found a home
on Hidden Orchard Lane.
They immediately fell in love with the house. It wasn’t until
after they purchased the property that the family -- which also
includes their son Cade and a Miniature Pinscher named Spike

-- learned about the Town of Wynnedale.

The family consists of Gavin and Maggie, their children Darby
and Cade and a Miniature Pinscher named Spike.
The Merrimans previously lived in Northern Estates across
Kessler.

Gavin works for the Town of Zionsville and Maggie works for
the IU Foundation.
As parents their time is mostly spent on family activities and
adventures. They enjoy outdoors, going to grandmother’s lake
cottage and exploring area and state parks.

They love the friendliness of Wynnedale and its character with
its many beautiful and diverse homes and are looking forward to
meeting other neighbors. They were especially appreciative of the
dumpsters that provided a huge help post-move!

She’s A Winner
by Mary Beth Schneider

Jarnell Burks-Craig, Wynnedale’s clerk-treasurer,
was honored in June by the Indiana Democratic
Party with a Lifetime Achievement Award.

sional district position, said that working for
Julia Carson gave her “a better understanding of
what it meant to be a servant leader. My finest
moments were seeing her in action.”

Jarnell, of 4346 Hidden Orchard Lane, worked
as district director for the 7th Congressional District for 15 years, first for the late U.S. Rep. Julia
Carson and then for U.S. Rep. Andre Carson.

At the state party dinner, Jarnell said that “I was
bent on being a health care practitoner but Julia
Carson mentored me and was a role model for
me.”

In honoring Jarnell, Congressman Andre Carson
said that “when God thinks of the 7th Congressional District he will always think of Jarnell
Burks-Craig.”

In addition to all her district work and her work
for Wynnedale, Burks-Craig also is board chairwoman of the Minority Health Coalition of
Marion County.

Jarnell, who retired in April from the congres-

New Wynnedale Directory

The new Wynnedale Town Directory is almost ready to print.

clerk-treasurer and keeps a close eye on our limited funds. She
contacted Joan SerVaas, of 4240 Roland Road president of the
Saturday Evening Post, about printing the directory. SerVaas,
who already publishes the Wynnedale News at no charge, generously agreed to print the directory as well.

The project has been a true team effort by several of our neighbors. Bruce Ranger of 2284 Wynnedale Road compiled all the
names, phone number and emails -- a difficult task as many new
neighbors have moved in since the last directory was published
several years ago. Sue Rice of 4245 Roland Road assembled all
the information into printable form and Cheri Moore of 2138
Wilshire Road designed the cover.

We owe all of these neighbors a huge round of applause. Without them, Wynnedale wouldn’t be the friendly neighborhood
that it is. You can use the new directory to send them a thank
you note!

Jarnell Burks-Craig, of 4346 Hidden Orchard Lane, is our town’s
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WNL Road Update

The repaving project in old Wynnedale is just about finished!

firm Crawford, Murphy and Tilly (CMT) and Calumet Civil
Contractors.

Thanks to a $50,000 grant from the city plus funds Wynnedale
had set aside, Most of Roland and Knollton roads were repaved.

Some additional work remains to be done, including the replacement of some curbing at Knollton and Wilshire, which was
damaged during the repaving. And if funds are available some
additional small sections may be paved.

While we wish more work could have been done, the limited
funds required the work to be focused on the areas in most need
of repairs. That was determined with the help of the engineering

An Enjoyable Read with a Wynnedale Connection
By Linda Ranger

investigative reporting, helpful
articles on money, food and
health, plus gems from our
extensive archive and the best
of contemporary fiction.”

Bruce and I discovered the “The Saturday Evening Post” magazine about five years ago and we have been subscribers ever since.
It is full of interesting articles and short stories, plus the cartoons
are a hoot. It is not political or preachy, just good reading material for those of us that feel most magazines today are too full of
ads with little content.

Joan SerVaas is also tied to
a less renowned publication:
The Wynnedale News. For
a town on a limited budget,
we are fortunate that Joan
graciously prints and assembles our newspaper four
or five times annually at no
cost to us.

Our own Wynnedale resident Joan SerVaas of 4240 Roland
Road is the president and chief executive officer of The Saturday Evening Post Society and the magazine is an Indianapolis
treasure. You can check it out online at http://www.SaturdayEveningPost.com
As the website states: “Put your world in perspective. The
Saturday Evening Post offers its readers a thoroughly American
take on vital issues of the day. Include is the best of unbiased

Rayan Restaurant and Bakery
By Robin Reagan

We are fortunate to live so close to the
International District in Indianapolis
with many ethnic restaurants and supermarkets to visit. Rayan Restaurant
and Bakery is a great example.

ager. She said their hummus was the
most authentic she had tasted in the
United States! Both of us had entrees
that were grilled or cooked to perfection. I had the doner kebab, which
is made from seasoned meat stacked
in the shape of an inverted cone and
slowly cooked on a vertical rotisserie.

Rayan is a casual dining restaurant
that specializes in Middle Eastern and
Mediterranean cuisine. It is 100 percent Halal -- which means its menu
complies with traditional Islamic law.

Portions are large, so it would be great
to go with a group and share.

Entrees for lunch and dinner include
fish, grilled chicken, lamb chops,
kebabs and vegetarian options. Appetizers include familiar items like hummus and tabbouleh and
-- my personal favorite, baba ghannouj which is made from roasted
eggplant and has a rich smoky flavor.

ingredients.

If you like Greek food, then you
should definitely check out Rayan for
a slightly different twist with similar

The restaurant is located at 4873 W. 38th Street, in the same strip
mall as Uncle Bill’s Pet Store. They’re open daily from 9 a.m. to 11
p.m. and also offer take-out and catering.

I visited Rayan for lunch with a friend who lived in Egypt as a teen-
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WYNNEDALE HISTORY
The Early Days of Wynnedale
by Sue Rice, Wynnedale Historian

Walter T. White not only was
one of the first residents of
Wynnedale in the 1920s, he
encouraged others to move
here as the new subdivision’s
exclusive agent.

B. Johnson with rounding up
the GOP votes needed to pass
the historic 1964 Civil Rights
Act. He was also credited with
persuading Dwight D. Eisenhower to seek the presidency. His
picture graced the cover of Time
magazine on June 8, 1959, in an
article profiling him as “The Gut
Fighter” of the House.

He placed the first advertisement in The Indianapolis Star
on May 3, 1925, which read
“Today is Opening Day at
Wynnedale.”

After retirement in August 1972,
he and Blanche were on a fishing
trip in Montana when she fell
into the swift flowing Madison
River and drowned. It was later
learned that Blanche, 69, had suffered a heart attack. Charles Halleck died in 1986 at the age of 85.

At that same time he also
became a resident of Wynnedale when he and his wife
Minnie purchased the home
at 4202 Cold Spring Road
(now the home of Jack and
Linda Clarke). They bought
the home from Thomas Neil Wynne when Thomas moved into
his father’s home at 2110 West 42nd Street. Thomas A. Wynne
had died the year before.

Wynnedale grew slowly due to the depression, World War II and
the failure to complete the 38th Street bridge over White River.
The town board wrote a letter to the city which was printed in
the May 22, 1941, issue of The Indianapolis Star urging the city
to build the bridge. The holdup was the failure to determine
whether the city, Marion county or the state highway department should pay for the bridge. As a result, it was not built until
1962.

Walter was elected vice president of the Indianapolis Real Estate
Board in 1930. He was past president of Kiwanis, a Mason and
member of Scottish Rite, Murat Temple, the Columbia Club and
Central Christian Church.
His real estate business extended from Downtown Indianapolis to the suburbs and as of 1925 Wynnedale became his major
client. With the production of a 12-page booklet, two different
folded pamphlets and two brochures quoting the prices of the
lots, Wynnedale was starting to grow.

In the late 1930’s Walter White began to have financial problems
and filed for bankruptcy. He owed about $14,000 on his house
and in April 1940 his house and property on Cold Spring Road
were sold in a sheriff ’s sale. He and Minnie moved to Rensselaer,
where their daughter had a home. Walter died in 1942 at age 65.

As a result of the information in his advertisements, the development of the streets and lighting systems was documented. In
May 1925 the graded dirt streets in Wynnedale were being built
and were opened in June 1925. In May 1926 the roads were
finished with crushed stone and gravel. In August 1926 the standard lighting system through Wynnedale was almost complete.
And by April 1927 the town had seven houses.

Minnie White returned to Indianapolis after Walter died and
lived at 3744 North Meridian Street. In 1943, she visited her
daughter Blanche in Washington, D.C. and was among the
privileged 800 to see and hear Winston Churchill when he spoke
in the House of Representatives. Blanche said her mother was
a welcomed visitor for 6 months because she brought her ration
card. Minnie passed away in 1964 at the age 89 in a Rensselaer
nursing home.

In 1927, Walter and Minnie White saw their daughter Blanche
marry Charles Halleck. Halleck had an extraordinary political
life serving 34 years in the House of Representatives, including as minority leader. He was credited by President Lyndon

Walter T. Whites service to Wynnedale was invaluable. It is sad
he had such an unfortunate ending to his life.
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