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The Town of Wynnedale Newsletter 

Wynnedale News & Views 
“One Newsletter for One Wynnedale” 

Happy Holidays! 

                
 

   
 

Happy Thanksgiving     Happy Hanukkah!   

  Merry Christmas!  Happy Kwanzaa!  

   Happy New Year! 

  
  

November 2008 Edition 
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Letter from the Editor 
 

This is a time for focusing on family and friends and more than ever being thankful for our blessings! 
Due to the fact that we have decided to go to four newsletter issues a year – starting in 2009 – this is the last 
issue for 2008 and as you can see from the cover, encompasses all the major holidays between now and the 
March 2009 issue.  It has become too time consuming to put out an issue every other month, plus we find we 
just don’t have that much new stuff to say for us to print 6 times a year!  
 
We have voted & agreed to have 4 issues  - timed to include most of the major seasonal events: 

 February will be the first issue of 2009 and speak to all the events that occurred over the previous few 
months and the holiday events recaps. 

 May will be the second issue for 2009 and include the announcements of spring and summer events and 
focus on our return to the outdoor activities (including our ―annual‖ beautification event). 

 August with be the third issue and contain beginning of school news, and election news, if any, plus the 
announcements of Labor Day, Halloween and Thanksgiving events. 

 November will be the final issue of the year and focus on the upcoming major holiday events that wrap 
up our year, plus highlights of the year in review. 

Note:  It is our intent to have the newsletter in your homes by the first day of the given month.   
Please be sure you are sharing anything you want placed in the newsletter with one of your newsletter team 
members well in advance of the deadline for submissions.   We need any information you wish to be included in 
a given issue, in the editor’s email no later than the 3rd Monday of the month PRIOR to the month of issue. 
Those deadline dates would be 1/19/09 (Feb); 4/20/09 (May); 7/20/09 (Aug.); and 10/19/09(Nov.)   Our  
 
Newsletter Team Meetings will be held the last week of the month prior to the in-home delivery due dates – 
locations, day & times will be announced via email to those who have asked to be included – so if you haven’t 
and want to join us – email me in advance to be included in the notices. 
Calendar Reminders! 

 Thanksgiving is Thursday, November 27th 

 Hanukkah begins at sundown on Sunday December 21 

 Christmas is Thursday December 25  

 Kwanzaa is celebrated December 26
th
 thru January 1 

 New Year’s Day is Thursday, January 1 

Look inside this issue for 2008 holiday events throughout Wynnedale! 
 

“Our mission is to keep the newsletter vibrant and relevant while using it to maintain a  strong bond 
of community in our town; fostering a sense of inclusion for all by living up to our motto  

“One Newsletter for One Wynnedale”. 
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Our Young Wynnedaleans! 
 By Cheri Moore 

 

 

There is a new resident in town! 
Brady MacKay Nelson   

He was born on Tuesday, 9/9/08 at 1:39 am to Audrey and Brian Nelson.   
He was 8 lbs exactly and 19.75 inches long.  Big sister Hannah is excited about the arrival of her baby brother!   
Welcome to our new Wynnedalean!  
 
Lisa Koers has been accepted by the Indiana University School of Medicine and will begin her course of study in August 2009 

 
If you have news/info your wish to share about our “Young Wynnedaleans” please email Cheri at cmoore@andrecentral.com  

The Halloween Hayride and Trick or Treating was a huge success again this year and the photos prove that 
the “biggest kid of all” never disappoints! 
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   What’s Cookin’ at Home! 

By Charlotte Talley 

 

DEEP-DISH APPLE PIE 
Ingredients – (Serves 10) 

 Pre-made or homemade pie crusts for top and bottom 
 All-purpose flour, for dusting 
 5 1/2 pounds firm, tart apples, such as Empire 
 Juice of 2 lemons 
 1 cup sugar 
 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
 6 tablespoons unsalted butter 
 1/2 cup brandy 
 1 large egg yolk 
 1 tablespoon sugar, for sprinkling 

Directions:   

Heat oven to 450 degrees.  Place three-quarters of the pie crust dough on a lightly floured work surface. Roll 
dough out to a 12-inch diameter circle, 1/8 inch thick, dusting work surface with flour to prevent sticking, as 
necessary. Brush off excess flour; roll dough around rolling pin, and lift it over a deep-dish pie pan. Line the pan 
with the dough, pressing it into the corners. Trim dough so that it hangs over pie plate by about 1/4 inch. Roll out 
remaining dough to a 10-inch-diameter circle. Transfer dough round to a parchment-lined baking sheet, and 
refrigerate both crusts. 

          Peel and core apples, then cut into 1/4-inch-thick slices. As you cut, place slices in a large bowl, and sprinkle with lemon 
juice to prevent discoloration. In a small bowl, combine sugar and cinnamon. Toss apple slices with sugar mixture. Divide 
butter between 2 large skillets, and melt over medium-high heat.  Divide apples between skillets, and cook, stirring often, 
until sugar melts and apples are golden and coated in syrup but still firm, 8 to 10 minutes. Pour brandy into a measuring 
cup. Pour half the brandy into 1 skillet and carefully ignite with a match. Cook until flames die down, shaking pan to toss 
apples in melted sugar and brandy. Repeat with remaining brandy and apples. Remove from heat, and set aside. 

           
          Remove the crusts from the refrigerator; transfer cooked apples to prepared pie pan, letting apples mound in center. 

Whisk egg yolk with 2 tablespoons water to make egg glaze, and brush glaze on edge of dough. Center the rolled pie 
dough over apples. Tuck edges of top crust between pie pan and bottom crust. Using your fingers, gently press crusts 
together along edge, and crimp.  Cut several steam vents into crust. Brush surface with egg glaze, and sprinkle with 
remaining 1 tablespoon sugar. Bake pie until golden brown on top, about 15 minutes. Reduce heat to 350 degrees and 
bake until the crust is crisp and the apples are soft, 45 to 50 minutes more. Let stand at least 30 minutes before serving.  

 

******************************************** 

The new town directory will be coming to you soon! 
Each home will be given one copy “free” (paid for by the town) 

 – If you want a second or third copy – they will be made available at cost. 
 

The cost is not yet set but we will let you know at the time your directory is delivered. 
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In Care & Concern                                           by Janet Gibson  

 
On October 6, while on duty in Baghdad with the 38th Indiana National Guard MP Company, Roy Shaver 
was shot in the back. He is now at home recovering from his injuries and will receive the Purple Heart 
medal at a future awards ceremony.  Roy is the son-n-law of Jim and Yvonne Seach of Wilshire Road. 
 

Please keep all our neighbors and friends in your prayers. 
If you have any information regarding illnesses or deaths of town residents or their families,  

please notify me, so that we can share that information with the rest of the town. 

You can contact me, Janet Gibson, at:  293-5597 or email me: gbsn2@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

Who’s “On The Move” in Wynnedale?                                       By Janet Gibson 
 
Bruce & Linda Ranger couldn’t take us with them on their beautiful and fun-filled trip to Italy – but they have shared with us the 
next best thing! 
 
If you want to see Italy and enjoy their experiences ‖virtually‖  just visit the following website and view the video! 
Bruce says:  The following website http://blip.tv/file/1457425/ has a video montage posted with all of the groups that were in Italy 
this past year with our host Michael Kovnick and his company Discover Soriano http://www.discoversoriano.com/ 
 
The video is just under 10 minutes long and is about the closest you can get to visiting Italy without actually going. Michael shot all 
of the video and did an excellent job of editing and blending the 14 different groups from 2008. 
 
Linda & I appear at various points in the video with our group (9 girls & 1 boy), especially at the end when the credits roll. Best 
viewed in full screen and you can pause and start using the space bar.  Enjoy!  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As a 35th wedding anniversary gift, Steve and Mary Koers treated themselves to a European Vacation, leaving on September 4 
and returning on the 19th.  After putting their stamp of approval on London, Paris, Orleans (where Steve spent time while in 
service) and Normandy, they went by train to Munich and later flew home from Berlin.  Probably the most striking descriptive note 
of the trip lies in their claim to have spent an average of ten to twelve hours each day walking!  The war stories come later. 

 

“On The Town” 

Remember!  All Town Council Minutes will be available only on our website: 
www.Wynnedale.org 

Plus – you can view the newsletter on our website as well – thanks to John Swartzendruber, who has volunteered to 
upload it within 5 days of issue!  Thanks John! 

 
WARNING! 

On the morning of 11/18, as I walked my dogs along the esplanade on Knollton Rd. I saw a large hawk swoop down about ten feet 
in front of me and grab a squirrel that was calmly sitting there eating a few berries. The hawk was able to lift the squirrel about five 
feet in the air before he struggled enough to break the hold and dash away. I pass this along to all neighbors with small dogs or 
cats that might be out alone with the hopes we don't find them being carried off by this aggressive predator.  Sue Gilfoy 

http://blip.tv/file/1457425/
http://www.discoversoriano.com/
http://www.wynnedale.org/
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   A Different Kind of Christmas!                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                    by Sue Gilfoy 

 
My usual environmental news promoting a ―greener‖ lifestyle is influenced by the economic times we are all struggling with this 
year. As the holidays approach consider making some changes that benefit your wallet as well as your environment. Here are just 
a few ideas I have gleaned from numerous sources; I wish you all well in finding ways to have a meaningful ―green‖ Christmas. 
 
FIRST & FOREMOST – Consume less. Americans make up 5% of the world’s population, but consume 24% of its energy and 
resources. We eat 200 billion more calories than we need each day, enough to feed 80 million people. We are the world’s gluttons 
at the expense of the livelihoods of the world’s poor. 
 
CHRISTMAS GIFT GIVING - Do the folks on your list really need more stuff? If not, skip the store-bought presents and give a pot 
of delicious homemade soup, a gourmet meal or free night of babysitting instead, or donate to a charity in their name. Heifer 
International or Oxfamamericaunwrapped.com invites donors to "buy," for example, a camel ($175), cow ($75), sheep ($45), 
building tools ($25) or the planting of 50 trees ($30) as a way to support their programs in developing countries (the recipient gets 
a card with a photo, not an actual cow). For more ways to give, go to Treehugger.com. 
 
GIFT WRAP - Nobody will notice that you wrapped your gifts in brown bags from the grocery store if you add a pretty bow on top. 
Kids love presents wrapped in the Sunday funny papers. For more stylish ideas, go to Idealbite.com. 
 
ORNAMENTS - Remember popcorn strings? (The birds will happily ―recycle‖ them after the holidays); how about having children 
or grandchildren make paper chains from newspaper comics, used wrapping paper or cheap construction paper. Develop a theme 
for your tree this year using items you have collected like dried flowers, small antique toys or dried berries from trees. You are only 
limited by your imagination.  Plus save your money and hang items from around the house—Barbie's accessories, Pez dispensers, 
etc.—using hemp twine. 
 
WREATHS - An original door hanging can be fashioned out of many things. Trees in the area are hanging heavy with pinecones of 
all shapes and sizes, free for the picking. Try making garlands and wreaths of fresh bay leaves or other herbs available very 
inexpensively at local drugstores or places like the Dollar store. The smell of these adds so much to the holidays as well as 
provides more than enough herbs to cook with for six months or more. 
 
TABLE DÉCOR - Again, take a walk with the kids in some of our neighborhood woods and gather holly or pine boughs to mix with 
candles and ornaments. Fresh fruits like oranges and pomegranates look lovely mixed in on the day of the feast. 
 
TREES – Last, but not least, the centerpiece to most of our holiday decorations. You might be surprised to learn that each year 50 
million Christmas trees are purchased in the U.S. of those, about 30 million go to the landfill. This might be the year to consider 
getting an artificial/reusable tree. Tiny twinkling lights and ornaments can also look lovely on a variety of metal frames as well as 
on a group of fallen tree branches dragged home from the woods. 
 
One family I know is planning a "Merry Christmas to Nature" day using some "decoration recipes" found in library books and 
planning to decorate the outdoors with edible ornaments for the birds, chipmunks, rabbits, etc. 
  
Another way to make the Holidays more sustainable is to use a living tree as your Christmas tree. Rather than cut down a tree 
consider adding one to your yard that was your 2008 Christmas tree. It saves valuable resources and creates memories. The right 
way to do this can be found on line or from any gardening center.   
 
I will ―wrap‖ this up by saying much more can be found about having a ―green‖ Christmas on the many related websites and I wish 
all happy and healthy holidays, and the prospects for a prosperous new year!      
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What do we know about religions, religious holidays and the diversity of our world? 
 

Did you know? 
Hanukkah (can also be spelled Hanukah & Chanukah) 

Hanukkah, the "Festival of Lights," starts on the 25th day of the Jewish calendar month of Kislev and lasts for eight days and 
nights. In 2008 Hanukkah begins at sundown on December 21.  With blessings, games, and festive foods, Hanukkah celebrates 
the triumphs--both religious and military--of ancient Jewish heroes.  Amid the ever-growing flood of Christmas advertising, it may 
seem especially fitting that the Hanukkah story tells of Jewish culture surviving in a non-Jewish world.   The menorah symbolizes 
the burning light in the temple, as well as marking the eight days of the Hanukkah festival. Some say it also celebrates the light of 
freedom won by the Maccabees for the Jewish people.  One of the little known facts, outside the Jewish community, is that 
Judaism is worldwide and there are people of every ethnicity practicing Judaism everywhere. There are a large number of African 
Jews, in Africa and around the world, with over 80,000 Ethiopian Jews living in Israel, many of them airlifted there during times of 
crisis; there are also Asian and Native Mexican Jews.  Judaism was brought to most of these unexpected areas by Jewish 
merchants traveling and living in these historically non-Jewish areas. 

 
Christmas 

A Christian holiday, Christmas celebrates the Nativity, or birth of Jesus Christ.  It is celebrated by Christians all over the world, and 
even some non-Christians celebrate the custom because it is so widely recognized, and often to appease their children.  
Christmas is celebrated even in countries where one might not expect.  For instance, on the African continent Christianity is 
practiced by Christian communities large and small. There are approximately 350 million Christians in Africa. On Christmas day 
carols are sung from the Congo on down to South Africa. Meats are roasted, gifts are exchanged and family visits made. The 
Coptic Christians in Ethiopia and Egypt celebrate Christmas on the 7th of January (rather than the 25th of December) because 
they follow a different calendar. Kwanzaa is not celebrated in Africa, as it's an African-American holiday.  Christianity is practiced in 
countries where it is not necessarily dominate – such as in Asia where it is practiced along with such other more typically thought 
of Asian religions as Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism. There are many different sects of Christians and many referred to by 
commonly used names like Baptist, Catholic, Methodist, Episcopalian or Protestant actually include much more numerous 
denominations including Anglican/Episcopalian, Assemblies of God , Baptist, Eastern Orthodoxy, Lutheran, Methodist,  
Presbyterian, Roman Catholicism, Southern Baptist, etc. 

Kwanzaa  
Kwanzaa is an African American and Pan-African holiday which celebrates family, community and culture. Celebrated from 26 
December thru 1 January, its origins are in the first harvest celebrations of Africa from which it takes its name. The name Kwanzaa 
is derived from the phrase "matunda ya kwanza" which means "first fruits" in Swahili, a Pan-African language which is the most 
widely spoken African language.  While it is widely celebrated in cultures of African descendents and follows Christmas – it is not 
intended to replace Christmas.   Kwanzaa builds on the five fundamental activities of Continental African "first fruit" celebrations: 
ingathering; reverence; commemoration; recommitment; and celebration. Kwanzaa, then, is: a time of ingathering of the people to 
reaffirm the bonds between them; a time of special reverence for the Creator and creation in thanks and respect for the blessings, 
bountifulness and beauty of creation; a time for commemoration of the past in pursuit of its lessons and in honor of its models of 
human excellence, our ancestors; a time of recommitment to our highest cultural ideals in our ongoing effort to always bring forth 
the best of African cultural thought and practice; and a time for celebration of the Good, the good of life and of existence itself, the 
good of family, community and culture, the good of the awesome and the ordinary, in a word the good of the divine, natural and 
social. 

******************************** 
This data is for informational purposes only and is not all inclusive in the content.  It is designed to simply increase our awareness 
of the world we live in today. Given the widening diversity of our country; our becoming a true “melting pot” of humanity, it benefits 

us all to develop a better understanding of the things that define us and unite us as “One Nation Under God”. 

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0777385.html
http://www.zpub.com/un/pope/relig.html
http://christianity.about.com/od/anglicandenomination/
http://christianity.about.com/od/assembliesofgod/
http://christianity.about.com/od/easternorthodoxy/Eastern_Orthodox_Denomination.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/lutherandenomination/
http://christianity.about.com/od/methodistdenomination/
http://christianity.about.com/od/presbyteriandenomination/
http://christianity.about.com/od/romancatholicdenomination/
http://christianity.about.com/od/baptistdenomination/
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School News  

Happy Holidays!! 
 

Crooked Creek Elementary School 
December 8-13   Hat and Mitten Drive         
December 8-13   Book Fair 
December 11      Winter Program   6:30 P.M. 
December 18      End of 1sr Semester – Winter Break begins 

December 22     January 5 – Winter Recess – No School 
January 5  School Resumes 
January 9           Honors Program   8:30 A.M. 
January 15         Family Math & Science Night 
January 19         Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No School 
January 21         Kindergarten Welcome Meeting 
January 30         Chinese New Year Parade and Festival 
For more information about these events, contact Crooked Creek School 317 259-547 

 

Westlane Middle School 
December 5     8th & 9th Grade Orientation for Parents 
December 8 - 12   Book Fair 
December 18        Winter Break begins at the close of school 
January 5    School Resumes 
January 19           Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No School 
January 20           Honors Celebration   7:00 P.M. 
January 31   Vocal/Piano ISSMA Solo & Ensemble Contest 

 
North Central High School 
Go to North Central’s Web Site to view it’s online calendar. 
 

 

 

If your school was not listed or there is information you would like to add, please contact Charlotte 

Talley at (317) 299-7127  



 9 

Safe & Sound  
“Keeping ourselves and our homes physically safe and financially sound” 

By Denise Owens – Editor/Insurance & Financial Specialist 

 
Some tips about Fire Safety during the holiday season 

 When cooking for holiday visitors, be sure to keep an eye on the oven – including the micro-wave oven. 

 Keep live trees watered to avoid drying out and increasing the risk of the limbs igniting from lights. 

 Enforce a 3-foot "kid-free" zone around the cooking areas, and turn pot-and-pan handles inward, away from 

the reach of small children. 

 Never pour water onto a grease fire and never discharge a fire extinguisher onto a pan fire. Doing so will 

spread the fire. 

 Take a moment to test your smoke detector before cooking. 

 Discuss your escape plan with visitors in the event that a fire breaks out. 

 Never leave a candle burning unattended - "when you go out, blow out." 

 Keep candles clear of curtains, decorations and other combustibles. 

 Inspect your fireplace and chimney and make sure the flue is open before lighting a fire. 

 Never use a grill or charcoal smokers indoors. 

 Keep anything that will burn at least 3 feet away from space heaters. 

 Learn or review compression-only CPR skills to aid someone who is choking or having a heart attack. 

Looking for a way to help the less fortunate this holiday season? 

Visit this site to see lists & reviews of the “best” Volunteer and Charitable Organizations in Indy! 
www.Indianapolis.kudzu.com 

Three of the top rated organizations shown on the site are: 
Society of St Vincent de Paul 
Concord Center Association  
Wheeler Men’s Mission 

Plus don’t forget community events like the ―The Rev. Mozell Sander’s Dinner‖ ; food pantries and resources like 
―Second Harvest‖ for feeding the needy.  

We can all share something to help those in need – be it time, money, or food! 

**************************************************************************************** 

Our thanks to Allstate Insurance Co., for underwriting the printing 
of this newsletter since October 2007. 

Effective 2009 – the newsletter will come out once per quarter  

(February, May, August & November) and  
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We are looking for a new printing sponsor!   
Know someone with a business that would be willing to be our benefactor  

in return for our “sincere gratitude” and a mention in every issue? 

Please let us know by January 2009 

Up c o m in g Ho l id a y  Ev e n t s  a r o u n d  t o w n ! 
 

Wynnedale Ladies Tea 

Sunday – December 7th 

2 – 4 pm 

4355 Hidden Orchard Lane 

Home of Steve and Charlotte Talley 

All the ladies in Wynnedale are invited. 

Bring a goodie to share – liquid refreshment will be provided! 

******************************************* 
 Wynnedale Caroling Party 

Sunday, December 14  

4:00-7:00 pm  

Start & End at Frank and Robinʼ s  

4260 Roland Road  

RSVP:  297-5551 or fcmessina@hotmail.com  

   

Please bring a finger food to share  

Libations Provided  

Dress warmly for the caroling to neighbors  

Bring caroling lyrics if you have them (we have some copies) and a Flashlight! 

If you want the carolers to visit you – please have your outside lights on! 
 

********************************************* 

Chinese New Year Festival Friday, January 30th 
 

The Crooked Creek PTO invites you to the first annual Chinese New Year Festival on Friday, January 30th 

from 5:30 to 8:30pm at the elementary school.   
 
The festival will include Chinese themed activities and games for kids in addition to a Chinese buffet 
dinner, silent auction, kid’s raffle items and brief entertainment by the elementary school kids, some of 
whom are your neighbors!  The PTO raises money to support enrichment programs at Crooked Creek 
helping it maintain its top academic state ranking.  Did you know that Crooked Creek has been a Four Star 

mailto:fcmessina@hotmail.com
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school (top 25% in the state) for the past 6 years and was ranked in the top 10% of the state for academics 
in 2008?   
 
Support your local school by attending this event with your family.  And if you would like to volunteer for the 
event or have a holiday gift that missed the mark that you’d like to “re-gift”, please contact Robin Reagan at 
297-5551.  She’d be happy to accept your help or pick up donations for the silent auction! 
 
Strong local schools are necessary for healthy neighborhoods.  Please support Crooked Creek! 


