SPRING 2015

Wynnedale News
A big hello from your Wynnedale News staff, and a welcome to all the new neighbors who have joined Wynnedale since our last edition! We are making some
changes to the newsletter, including bringing back an old favorite: Front-page
drawings from the children of Wynnedale. We want to make cover stars out of
the youngest residents of Wynnedale. So if you have a budding artist, please contact our staff so his or her work can be featured in the next edition.
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About the artist: Ethan Moore is a fourth grader at Crooked Creek Elementary where he
participated in the artistically talented program. He loves drawing and creating his own
graphic novel characters. You may see him riding his bike around the neighborhood and
at The Fitness Farm.

1

Wynnedale and Surrounding Area
–––––––––––

Property Tax Assessed Values Jump in Wynnedale
By Mary Beth Schneider

Residents of old Wynnedale may be seeing their property taxes go
up, due to higher assessed valuations on homes in this area.

But, O’Connor stressed, that doesn’t mean that individual homes’
assessed values can’t be too high. He acknowledged that in a neighborhood like Wynnedale, where there is a wide variety of home
sizes and values, assessments can and should vary as well. If, for
instance, the homes that sold were high-end properties that had
had improvements in recent years causing them to grow in value,
that could unfairly inflate the assessments of other homes.

Research by Craig Rice found that 2014 assessed values of most
homes in the area — including homes on Roland Road, Wynnedale Road, West 42nd Street, Knollton Road and Wilshire Road
— were jumping by double digits over 2013 values. Those increases were generally more than 20 percent, while homes in the new
Wynnedale area and other areas Rice studied showed zero or only
small increases in assessed value.

His advice? If you think your home’s assessed value doesn’t reflect
what you realistically believe is fair, file an appeal. For assistance,
contact the office at (317) 327-4639 or visit the Marion County
Assessor’s website at indy.gov

The town requested a meeting with Marion County Assessor
Joseph O’Connor. Attending that meeting in O’Connor’s CityCounty Building office were Town Council President Judy Hall;
Rice; Wynnedale resident Mary Beth Schneider; and Tara Shaver,
deputy director of residence assessments in O’Connor’s office.

One caution: Just because your home’s assessed value jumped by,
for instance, 25 percent, that doesn’t mean your actual bill jumps
by that much. Bills are calculated by the tax rate and levy, with the
home value just one factor of the equation.

O’Connor said that a survey by his office found the increases to be
justified, based on two factors: Home sale prices that have seen the
values increase, and the fact that assessed values in this neighborhood had not been adjusted in some prior years since there were
not enough home sales in those years to accurately reflect trends.

To see data on the property assessments in this area, or to obtain a
copy of the appeals form for your property tax bill, please contact
Craig Rice at (317) 291-6881 or at CraigSueRice@IQuest.net.

How to set up NextDoor Wynnedale

Join NextDoor and receive current happenings in your neighborhood
By Linda Ranger
Many Wynnedale residents, and even the mayor’s office, are enjoying the benefits of local communities being able to post things on
the neighborhood web site, NextDoor.

up your account that way.

The site allows information to be swiftly distributed to individual
neighborhoods and towns, including Indianapolis notifications,
crimes in our vicinity, lost pets, items for sale, notice of Wynnedale
events and Town Council minutes. Consider joining us in this free
and creative a way to reach our neighbors.

After registration, go to your name at the top of the screen and
use the pull down menu to click on settings. There, you can set up
how you want to receive NextDoor and which neighborhoods you
would like to have included in your neighborhood settings. Your
settings also help control the number of emails you receive whenever someone in your neighborhood has posted on NextDoor. It is
very simple and an easy way to reach out to your neighbors.

As a NextDoor registrant you have control of your account. You
determine what you see and who can see your responses, plus you
determine how you want to receive email notifications. If you want
only Wynnedale residents to view them, for instance, you can set

With more residents, we will be able to relay information in a
timely manner
about our concerns.

A Thank You From Big Mc

Our long-time neighborhood mail man, Leo McElroy — better known as Big Mc — sends this thank you to all his friends in
Wynnedale:

you for my 2014. For 2015, I am considering retirement, but you
people sure make me want to try and stay healthy.”
We hope he does, too! Everyone in Wynnedale would miss his
friendly service and willingness to go the extra mile to get our
packages and mail delivered to us.

“Hello, this is Big Mc,” he wrote to us. “Thank you for my Christmas gifts, cards, envelopes and other surprises. My family thanks
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Welcome to Our New Neighbors
By Janet Gibson and Sue Rice

Chris and Tammy Callahan

Chris and Tammy Callahan have moved into the home at 4211 Knollton Road where the
Mitchell family lived before returning to their Iowa roots.
Chris is a physician specializing in geriatrics at Indiana University School of Medicine. He
is the director of the IU Center for Aging Research at Regenstrief Institute and sees his
patients at Eskenazi Hospital. He attended medical school at Saint Louis University in St.
Louis, Mo., and was a resident at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston.
Tammy earned her bachelor’s degree in biology, then worked as a research technician in an
immunology lab at Washington University in St. Louis. She earned her Master of Business
Administration from Rice University in Houston, Texas.
The couple, who met while attending the University of Missouri-Columbia, married in
1984. They have two children: Ryan, 27, who resides in Oxford, England, with his wife
Laura; and daughter Bridget, 24, who now lives in Washington, D.C.
After moving to Indianapolis in 1988 for Chris’ fellowship training, the Callahan’s planned
to stay two years but, as you can see, they liked Indy and are still here. Tammy was a stay-athome mom until 2003 when she bought West Indy Racquet Club on Guion Road.
The Callahans heard about a house for sale in Wynnedale from our neighbors Mary Findling and John Hurt, who live on Knollton Road. The location, near the hospital and the
racquet club, made it an ideal location for them.
Tammy’s hobbies include tennis, gardening, cooking and travel. Chris likes to run, bike,
travel and do woodworking.
They have an older cat named Socks, who is enjoying all the sunny spots in their new home.

Kuan Yang and Inna Balaban

Kuan Yang and Inna Balaban moved to 4343 Paula Lane E. Drive last November.
Kuan is a research scientist with Dow AgroSciences located on Zionsville Road. To advance his education, Kuan went to the United Kingdom after receiving his bachelor’s degree
in biology in China and received a master’s degree in bioinformatics at the University of
Glasgow in Scotland. He then earned a second master’s in molecular biology at the University of Southern Mississippi and a Ph.D. in computational biology from Virginia Tech.
Kuan worked at Texas State University as a research assistant professor for one year before
joining Dow last July. He enjoys table tennis, badminton and video games.
Inna was born in Moscow, Russia, and moved to the U.S. at age 6 when her father accepted
a position at the University of Texas at Austin. She recently graduated from Texas State
University, and is now preparing for the LSAT to enter law school. She enjoys tennis, chess
and hiking.
The couple met in Austin and quickly fell in love. Kuan and Inna have two dogs, Kat and
Ali, who are very friendly. The two enjoy meeting new people, and look forward to being
active members of their community.
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Welcome to Our New Neighbors cont’d
Chase, Kendra and Marshall Wilson

Chase and Kendra Wilson, and their baby Marshall, recently moved into one of Wynnedale’s historic homes at 2138 Wynnedale Road.
The family, who had lived in the Broad Ripple area, purchased the large white brick home,
built in 1928, that formerly was owned by the Argyle Jackson family. This property is noted
for its brick wall and beautiful iron gate, and also includes an extra lot.
Chase graduated from Hamilton Southeastern High School in Fishers and went on to
graduate from Indiana University. He has worked for Eli Lilly and Company for 14 years
and is now working on marketing one of Eli Lilly’s new insulin drugs.
Kendra, an attorney, is originally from Lawrenceburg and received her bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from IU, with her law degree from IU School of Law in
Indianapolis. She is in-house counsel at Roche Diagnostics and previously was
in private practice at Hall Render for nine years.
The couple, who met while at IU, married on Nov. 16, 2013. Their cute and happy
son Marshall Alexander was born Sept. 23, 2014.
The family has two rescue dogs, a toy poodle named Maggie and a Labrador retriever mix named Peach. They are hoping to host a “dog park day” one morning
this spring or summer at their house and will invite neighbors to bring their dogs to meet
and play.
Chase plays the guitar (more talent for Wynnestock!) and collects old vinyl records. Kendra
enjoys reading and spending time with friends and family. Vacationing in Florida with relatives is high on their list of fun things to do.
Future plans include the possibility of buying a boat, and trips to Napa and Sonoma valleys
in California and also to Italy.
Please add our new neighbors’ contact information to your Wynnedale Directory. The phone
is (317) 223-9854; email is Kendra.conover@gmail.com.

Wynnedale Deaths
By Janet Gibson and Sue Rice

Robert Wallace

Robert Wallace, 68, of 4325 Hidden Orchard Lane died Oct. 6, 2014. as a result of a boating accident while on vacation in Galveston, Texas. He and his wife Cassandre had been
married 44 years.

Louise T. Batties

Louise T. Batties of 4248 Cold Spring Road died Sept. 26, 2014. She was a long time
resident of Wynnedale. She is survived by her son Dr. Paul T. Batties and many nieces and
nephews.

Barbara Jean Young

Barbara Jean Young, 79, of 2119 Paula Lane South Drive, died March 21, 2015. She is
survived by her husband, Robert A. Young Jr.; three children, Robert A. Young III, Kent W.
Young and Robin Janell Young; a grandson and great-granddaughter.
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Wynnedale Directories

New Neighbors:
Chase and Kendra Wilson
Son: Marshall
2138 Wynnedale Road
Phone: (317) 223-9854
Email: Kendra.conover@gmail.com

Our new Wynnedale Directories were well received. We want
to thank again Jim and Leigh Purcell for designing, printing
and assembling the directories for the citizens of the Town of
Wynnedale at no charge to the town budget. How great is it to
have such capable people living in Wynnedale?

Chris and Tammy Callahan
4211 Knollton Road
Phones: Home - (317) 876-3190
Chris cell - (317) 840-2514
Tammy cell - (317) 840-2514
Email: Chris - CCallahan@IUPUI.edu
Tammy - ExtraStep@yahoo.com

If you need an additional directory, call Janet Gibson at
(317) 293-5597.
There is space to add or change information, including these:
Residents Name Listings: Candice Crowder and Sherry Hong
are listed in alphabetical order by their first names, rather than
surnames. Computer glitch! Correct your books to add their
names alphabetically in the correct location.

Kuan Yang and Inna Balaban
4343 Paula Lane East Drive
Phones: Kuan - (540) 808-3874
Inna - (512) 825-6362
Emails: YangKuan81@gmail.com
InnaBalaban@gmail.com

Phone Number and Email Corrections:
David Clarke should be D - (317) 270-8388
Sherry Hong’s email is SherryHongVln@yahoo.com and her
cell phone is (630) 464-6378.

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Marble’s Southern Cookery
2310 Lafayette Road

By Janet Gibson and Sue Rice
We enjoyed lunch at Lee Marble’s Southern Cookery on Jan. 23,
sampling turkey and gravy plus side dishes of dressing, greens, cabbage, green beans, corn, rolls, corn bread and peach cobbler. Yum!!!
We were served more food than we could eat and carried some
home. There were many choices of meats and a large variety of
sides to choose from the menu. The menu includes many Southern
dishes such as smothered pork chops, greens, and black eyed peas
when in season.
Our recommendation? Come and enjoy it yourself ! The cafeteria
is open Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on Sunday
from 11:30 a.m. until 6 p.m.
Lee Marble, owner of the restaurant, started cooking at the age 9 on a share-cropping plantation in Delta City, Miss., and moved to
Indianapolis at age 11. After graduating from Crispus Attucks High School he enrolled in the Indiana University apprentice cooking
program.
He was a chef at many fine establishments through the years: Executive chef at the Indianapolis Country Club, the Hilton Hotel in
Downtown, Ramada Inn, Roadway Inn, and the Classic Hotel. His first Marble’s Southern Cookery opened on Michigan Road in 1983.
Ten years later he moved and reopened his restaurant on Lafayette Road.
Besides his culinary pursuits he owns several properties and currently is remodeling the Wynnedale home at 4248 Cold Spring Road
where the late Mrs. Batties lived for many years.
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SPRING REALLY IS ON THE WAY

By Liz Frydell

It’s pure joy to watch the first spring flowers bloom, and Wynnedale has some really great gardeners! I
am really looking forward to seeing what survived the winter.

The blooms of crocuses are a welcome sign of spring, even though the blooms don’t last long. My crocuses spread all over the yard. I don’t know why; perhaps the squirrels move them.

If you haven’t already looked through the seed catalogues that have been accumulating in your mailbox,
then it’s time to do so.
If you have favorite flowers or bushes already planted, start with those in your planting scheme. Then
add whatever you think will look well with those. The first thing to decide is how much time you are
able to give to your garden. Some plants require more attention than others. Most perennials bloom for
a short time, but many annuals bloom all season long. You may need to pinch off the dead flowers from
annuals to encourage continued blooming. Add some annuals to fill in the spaces left after the perennials are finished blooming.

All plants and seeds come with directions for planting and care. This is where the decision about available time is important. Watering requirements, weeding, transplanting, feeding, light requirements —
all are things that need to be taken into consideration.
If your plants become overgrown, see if any of your neighbors would like some “starts’ for their yard.
So get your gloves out, your shovels ready and enjoy the season.

BIRD SANCTUARY UPDATE

By Ann Hildner

Our neighborhood green space, the Wynnedale Bird Sanctuary, is taking shape as the initial
phases of the project are underway.
The process of beautifying the vacant green space began last spring with discussions initiated
by a committee of Wynnedale neighbors: Sue Gilfoy, Marilyn McCombs, Janet Gibson, Steve
Coates, Lisa Clarke, Cathy Middaugh, Ann Hildner. The decision was made to remove several
dead trees and all of the invasive honeysuckle that dominated the site.

Meanwhile, two site vision plans were generated by Wynnedale resident Ann Hildner. The
committee ultimately decided to adopt one, the “Council Ring” concept, as the long-term vision to pursue. The council ring was a signature
component of turn-of-the-century Midwestern landscape architect Jens Jensen. In his designs it was intended to function as an intimate
gathering space symbolizing a sense of community, fellowship, and sharing. The committee felt
this was an appropriate centerpiece for the Wynnedale Bird Sanctuary and one that would be
expressive of and enhance our especially unique sense of community.
Typically constructed as a ring of limestone seating, Wynnedale’s council ring will be simulated
using boxwood for the circle. The initial phase of this planting was installed a couple of weeks
ago using eight donated Green Mountain Boxwood. In addition, the boundaries of adjacent
plant beds were staked and have been painted. The beds include shrubs, perennials and ground
cover that were planted by Gilfoy and McCombs last fall.

Plans are underway to complete this phase of the plan by obtaining more boxwood to complete
the council ring, some Lily Turf ground cover for bed edging, and some larger shrubs to plant
along the north boundary. Ultimately, the intention is to use very low maintenance plants to
minimize the need for intensive upkeep.

The Wynnedale Bird Sanctuary beautification needs help from Wynnedale residents.
Financial donations to enable us to continue to purchase plantings for the park will always be welcome. What is really needed, however, is manpower.
We will be scheduling work days throughout the spring and summer and can use all the help we can get. Contact Lisa Clarke (Lisa.clarke19@gmail.com)
or Marilyn McCombs (mmccombs49@aol.com) if you are able to help and we will let you know when work days are scheduled.
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EARLY HISTORY
OF THE WYNNE FAMILY
by Sue Rice

To help you follow the Wynne family history: Thomas Alfred
Wynne was the founder of Wynnedale. His father was Thomas
Wynne. His grandfather was James Wynne and his great grandfather was Edward Wynne.

ing the robberies, eight or nine Confederates held the villagers at
gun point on the village green, taking their horses to prevent pursuit. Several armed villagers tried to resist and one was killed and
another wounded. The raiders escaped to Canada where they were
arrested and $88,000 was recovered, however, a Canadian court
ruled that because they were soldiers under military orders, officially neutral Canada, could not extradite them. Canada freed the
raiders, and returned to St. Albans some of the money stolen from
them. Per family history, Thomas Wynne was one of the villagers
most concerned with the actions of the Confederate officers and
as he was crossing the street while the raiders were in town, he was
captured and forced to lie face down in the roadway. The confederates completed their pillaging and parted. Mr. Wynne got up and
went home safe, but dusty.

The Wynne family that came to the United States through Canada
was of Welsh descent and a member of the ancient royal house of
Wales. Edward Wynne was born in Wales. He emigrated to Castle
Komer, Ireland, where he assumed the duties of tithe collector for
the Church of England. His son James was born in Ireland and was
educated by the Church. James was ordained priest in the Church
of England and later appointed headmaster of a boy’s school in
Castle Komer. He married Mary Murphy in Ireland, and after her
death, accepted a call to the Church in Montague, Canada in 1847.
A year later, after their father left for Canada, his sons Thomas, Edward, John and James, and daughters, Margaret, Mary and Alice
followed.

From St. Albans, the Thomas Wynne family moved to Port Henry,
New York, where Mr. Wynne followed his profession as architect
and contractor. He died in 1919 after a long illness and was buried
in Port Henry, his wife survived him by two years.

In Canada, James oldest son Thomas married Catherine Copeland,
of Montague. Three years later they moved to St. Alban’s, Vermont,
where the family remained for several years.

Thomas Wynne (Oct. 15, 1835-Jan. 19, 1919) and Catherine Copeland (Apr. 30, 1838-Jan. 21, 1921) had eight children: Caroline,
James Albert, Thomas Alfred, Edward, William Edward, Benjamin Franklin, Catherine Teresa and Lillian Mae.

While living in St. Albans, a famous Civil War raid occurred. The
St. Albans Raid was the northernmost land action of the American Civil War. It was a raid from Canada by Confederate soldiers
meant to rob banks to build the Confederate treasury and to force
the Union Army to divert troops from the South. Soldiers moved
into hotels in town preparing for their raid. On Oct. 19,1864, dur-

Thomas Alfred Wynne, Thomas and Catherine’s third child was
the founder of the town of Wynnedale.

St. Albans Raid

Northernmost engagement of the Civil War
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BITS AND PIECES OF TRIVIA
FOR WYNNEDALE AND SURROUNDING AREA
by Sue Rice
Ever wonder which of our neighbors has lived here the longest? The honor goes to Steve Coates, whose family built their
home at 4340 Knollton Road in l952 and moved into it l953 when Steve was 6 months old.
The State Fish Hatchery -- a place of great interest to most neighborhood children -- was located just south of Wynnedale and
38th Street and west of the Riverside Golf Academy. It included some of the property where the Velodrome is now located.
At a Board of Trustees meeting on July 15, 1941, ordinance #10, prohibiting horseback riding on the streets of Wynnedale,
was passed by the Board. This was to prevent the pavement from being scarred by the metal horseshoes. There is no record
of this ordinance having been revoked so beware! It is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of at least $5.
On July 13, 1942, the Wynnedale Town Board passed a resolution permitting the raising of chickens, as well as the planting of “Victory Gardens” within the town only for the duration of World War II. So far we have not found the details of the
penalty — good thing since gardens abound!
In 1924, the building restrictions for Wynnedale limit each lot to one single house for family residence purposes, costing not
less than $7500 exclusive of garage whether attached or detached.
The cemetery on Cold Spring Road just west of Michigan Road is known as the Bridgford cemetery. Louise Bridgford, the
wife of James G. Bridgford, was the daughter of Washington Swift. He was the son of Thomas Swift whose family is buried
in our Swift Pioneer Family Cemetery in Sleepy Hollow. So the Bridgfords and Swifts were kin as well as neighbors.

HOME FIRE IN WYNNEDALE

by Sue Rice

A Wynnedale family recently suffered a devastating fire at their home, which
fortunately left no one in the family injured.
The Feb. 24 fire at the home of Roy and Anne Marie Christian, 4280 Roland
Road, was discovered by the Christian’s son Josh when he returned home
from school and smelled smoke, later found to be coming from a wall outlet.
He notified relatives who called 911, and the fight to contain the fire began.
Up to 16 pieces of equipment from the Indianapolis Fire Department joined
in the battle, with firefighters pouring water from hoses to douse flames
erupting from the roof.
Apparently, the fire started in a breaker box in the basement and burned out
of control for some time before Josh Christian arrived home.
Roy and Anne Marie Christian were in Hawaii at the time celebrating their
25th wedding anniversary, but returned home as soon as possible after learning of the disaster. Their two older children were away at college. The family
pets, a dog and cat, were rescued safely from the home.
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