
he saying “time flies” was never so true. . . 
especially when it comes to history. We are all so busy just living our 

lives that we seldom think back to what life was like 50 years ago, let alone 100 
years ago. Or, for that matter, what we might imagine Wynnedale will look like 
100 years from now. In our last newsletter we wrote about Mr. Wynne 
(1863-1924), how he bought this track of land sometime around 1885-1890 and 
carved his homestead out of the woods. Interestingly, starting in 1894 Marion 
County maps first show the area had begun to be labeled Wynn (42nd street 
now). When it was officially incorporated in 1939 it became Wynnedale. 

Before we leave the early history of this area readers might be surprised to know that 
besides the few farms in this area in the1840’s there was one important point of interest 

that dates back even farther than Mr. 
Wynne’s birth. That spot was a small family 
cemetery that was established by the Swift 
family around 1840. Some of Marion 
County’s earliest hand drawn maps from that 
period, now in the State Library and the 
Indiana Historical Society, show a tiny square 
marked Swift Cemetery. When you drive west 
on 42nd Street, about to leave Wynnedale, 
you will see the spot known as Sleepy 
Hollow. Some of the earliest pioneer settlers 
who carved the first farms out of the 
wilderness are buried there. How easy it is to 

forget all those early pioneers who worked so hard to establish the beautiful town we 
all live in and how they contributed to building the thriving city of Indianapolis that we 
call our home. What stories those people could tell if we could travel back in time. Will 
there be as much progress in the next 100 years as there has been in the past 170? 
Only time will tell.

T

Earliest map- 1894 - shows Mr. Wynne’s name
(misspelled) on this area, indicating ownership. 
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The park we call Sleepy Hollow at 42nd and Wynnedale Road has been a 
cemetery for the Thomas Swift family since the 1840s . When Thomas Wynne 
bought all this land, that tiny plot remained separately preserved as a burial place 
for the heirs of Thomas Swift . A former resident remembers one legible marker 
reading "Captain ... Swift, Union Army" and a flag was chiseled in the head stone. 
The Thomas Swift pioneer family lies here and the story of this family can be visited 
on a web site titled " The Swift Pioneer Cemetery Rededication." Buried here, in 
addition to other family members is a Civil War veteran and another soldier who 
served in the War of 1812.

In 1940 Thelma M. Murphy found this gravesite with some of the markers still 
standing. She wrote down the location and description of the site and it was 
recorded at the Genealogical Society of Marion County. In 2005 at 94 years of 

age she and John Swift walked over the site pointing 
out the locations where the markers were placed. 

By the late 1960's all the grave markers had been removed by vandals. About 
1971  a small grave stone was found near the south east corner of Sleepy 
Hol low. Except for one 
corner, it was buried under a 
pile of blacktop dumped 
when the road was paved 
years earlier. It was 6" by 15" 
and had TSH carved at the 
top. This stone was given to 
John Swift when he attended 

the 2009 rededication ceremony. With much research it 
was later found that the burial marker belonged to 
Thomas Samuel Hooper, husband of Elizabeth Swift 
Hooper, daughter of Thomas Swift. This information was 
found in the abstract that came with the purchase of a 
Wynnedale lot or home.

The Indiana Pioneer Cemeteries Restoration Project and web site was begun in October, 1997 as an effort to generate 
public awareness about the neglected pioneer cemeteries of Indiana. This web site also explains its  purpose as follows. 
"The state of Indiana is home to thousands of abandoned or neglected pioneer cemeteries, the oldest of which now 
approach 200 years. The goal of this project is to identify, protect, restore and preserve as many of these cemeteries as 
possible. This project was founded on the belief that we owe our pioneer ancestors a better monument than a forgotten 
grave amid bramble and thicket."
The Indiana codes dealing with pioneer cemeteries are many but the basic care codes are listed in four steps.
1. Resetting and straightening all monuments.
2. Leveling and seeding the ground.
3. Constructing fences where there are none and repairing existing fences.
4. Destroying and cleaning up detrimental plants, noxious weeds , and rank vegetation.
There was an article in The Indianapolis Star October 22, 2011 about pioneer cemeteries and a quote from the article says 
" The awareness is out on the importance of these cemeteries --- that's where we come from. These are the people who 
carved out the way for us."

.

Wynnedale’s Oldest Piece of History - The Swift Pioneer Cemetery

John Swift, great great 
grandson of Thomas Swift
at the 2009 rededication

John Swift and all the Swift family decedents at the 2009 
rededication ceremony in Sleepy Hallow.

John Swift and Thelma Murphy  
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One of the reasons Wynnedale is such a successful community is because so 
many residents care:  about taking care of their property, keeping an eye out for the safety 
of children and their elderly neighbors and giving just a little of their time to making the town a 
special place to live. Here are a few ideas on how to be a good Wynnedale neighbor-
1. Secure your property with good lighting inside and out. 

2. Inform your neighbors if you are going to be out of town AND leave some lights on inside!   
3. Pick up newspapers and stop delivery when you are going to be away.
4. Take your trash cans back in on trash day and ask a neighbor to bring them back if you will be gone.

 The suggestions above are especially important for the safety of  your property. Last Thanksgiving it was noticed by more than one resident that it was 
obvious who was out of  town by all the homes with no lights on at night, or papers from several days on the driveway. . .an open invitation to anyone 
cruising around with robbery in mind.

5. Obey the speed limit and respect our Stop signs.
6. Help your neighbors when they are in need. 
7. Respect other neighbors yards.  Take care of your leaves and dandelions... they do not stay in your own yard.

8. Participate in town activities.

              1929! !      1938! !         1940! !          1955! !             1965

Samples of the variety of architectural styles of homes built in Wynnedale and how this 
rich collection of design styles continued through each decade of the 20th Century.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  

Fast forward 45 years from the time when Mr. Wynne established his home, still standing at 2110 W. 42nd 
Street, to 1939 when our town was incorporated. There were then about 20 houses in South Wynnedale at 
that time. (North Wynnedale remained undeveloped for about another 30 years) From the beginning our 
community has been unique architecturally, which just adds to its charm. There are examples of at least 7 very 
different styles of architecture represented in our town: Tudor cottage, Colonial, Pueblo Revival, Frank LLoyd 
Wright’s Prairie, Mid-Century Modern, 1930’s Art Deco, and various Ranch homes including good old 
Indiana limestone.

One prominent piece of documented Wynnedale trivia is that Mr. Wynne was a friend of both Thomas Edison 
and James Whitcomb Riley and they both visited Mr. Wynne’s 42nd street home several times. If walls could 
talk I often wonder what other famous people we’d find that have been guests in Wynnedale’s homes. What 
historical events might have taken place, what great inventions or ideas for Indianapolis’s development were 
germinated over a dinner table in this town.

    THE HOUSES OF WYNNEDALE

            1970s! !       1984!           1990s (major addition)!         2000 (new front)!       2010 (under reconstruction)
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  North	
  Wynnedale

It’s Still Wynnedale  

Wynnedale began in 1909 when Mr. Thomas A. Wynne bought 8 acres of undeveloped land. Later in 1922, he purchased an 
additional 15 acres. After Wynnedale was incorporated as a town in 1939 these acres, originally known as ColdSpring Heights, 
grew beautifully.

As Wynnedale’s history continued into 1970, the late Mr. J.W. Starks, and his Development Corporation and Mr. Elmon N. Myers, 
purchased 20 acres of still undeveloped wooded land, located on West 44th Street, bounded by Hidden Orchard Lane and Knollton 
Road. After clearing the land of trees, cutting through the acreage, paving streets and installing the sewer system, the building 
began. The land was divided into 35 individual lots. The first house was built in 1973 and the last house was completed in 1986. 
There are still two undeveloped lots ready for building. This middle class neighborhood has become known as a quiet, well 
established area. Each house varies in unique style and distinctive charm.

From the 35 lots in this subdivision, Mr. Myers subcontracted and completed the building of 29 houses. He lives in the 4300 block on 
Knollton Road, which is not a part of Wynnedale, but so very close. In fact, Wynnedale is just across and down the street from him. 
In addition to building houses in Wynnedale, Mr. Myers built his house and 4 others on Knollton Road.

Elmon Myers was born in Louisville, Kentucky, but has been a resident of Indianapolis, IN most of his life. He has also built and 
remodeled several houses in the Indianapolis area including an eastside beauty shop. In addition he supervised the building of two 
separate structures of Trinity C.M.E. Church in Indianapolis.

Mr. Myers is now 100 years old and still walks through the Wynnedale neighborhood of which he is most proud.

W
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WYNNESTOCK-­‐	
  #4	
  	
  -­‐	
  WYNNEDALE’S	
  	
  SUMMER	
  MUSIC	
  FESTIVAL	
  -­‐	
  August	
  9

Have no fear fellow Wynnedaleans, Wynnestock is almost here! The 
Christians are once again hosting their biennial music event on Saturday, 
August 9, 2014. A stage is provided for performances by groups or 
individuals. It starts at 3pm and ends at 10pm. If you are interested in 
performing, contact Roy. This is a family friendly event. There will be 
games and a moonwalk for the kids. All neighbors are invited to attend 
and/or perform. Burgers, hotdogs and drinks will be provided. Please 
bring a dish to share and RSVP with Roy or Anne-Marie at 329-9213   
blues_caster2000@yahoo.com. We hope to see you all there!

ANNUAL	
  CLEANUP	
  -­‐	
  JUNE	
  	
  13-­‐14-­‐15

Yes,	
  it’s	
  that	
  time	
  of	
  year	
  again	
  when	
  the	
  huge	
  dumpsters	
  will	
  be	
  	
  ready	
  to	
  receive	
  all	
  your	
  precious	
  
junk	
  and	
  ready	
  to	
  discard	
  treasures.	
  As	
  always,	
  the	
  dumpsters	
  will	
  be	
  located	
  	
  in	
  John	
  Kincaid’s	
  
driveway	
  (south	
  Wynnedale)	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  Hidden	
  Orchard	
  cul-­‐de-­‐sac	
  (north	
  Wynnedale).

Breaking his elbow while skateboarding may be the best thing that ever happened to John Taylor Fell.

The lucky break shifted his interests to music.

John, the son of Dan and Karen Fell of 2125 Wilshire Road, is now a 24-year-old musician, 
heading to the burgeoning music scene of Austin, Texas, with a stop first in the country music 
capital of Nashville, Tenn.

Fell, who labels himself a musical gypsy, started playing piano at the age of 10. Ironically, 
perhaps, he didn't care for it. But at 15, after breaking his elbow, he took up guitar and 
discovered his real musical love.

After years of playing in bands around Indianapolis, he said he has decided to make the switch 
to Austin. His aspiration?

"Just making a living, making a life, hopefully in music," Fell told Tim Need in a recent 
interview.

He expects to miss family and the "natural settings, green environments" of Wynnedale. To stay in touch with him, 
email him at jtfell@indiana.edu.

WYNNEDALE’S	
  	
  YOUNG	
  MUSICIAN	
  	
  Strikes	
  out	
  to	
  follow	
  his	
  dream

LABOR	
  DAY	
  PICNIC	
  -­‐	
  MONDAY,	
  September	
  1st	
  -­‐The picnic 

starts at 6 p.m. and lasts till dark on the esplanade near the corner of 

Wynnedale Road and Knollton Road. Bring a food item or two to share, 
a folding chair for whoever plans to sit, plus table service and drinks for 

yourself and your family.  FOOD & FRIENDS, what could be better!

     NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS: People & Events  
Clean Up
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    Kevin Sumlin 
Three-time national coach of the year finalist

Kevin Sumlin, son of William & Marion at 
2139 Paula Lane South Drive, was named 
head football coach at Texas A&M on 
Dec. 10, 2011, and led the Aggies into 
their first season in the Southeastern 
Conference in 2012.

Kevin’s family moved to Wynnedale in 
1973. He attended Crooked Creek 
Elementary where he was a member of the 
singing group The Crickets. To this day he 
proudly displays his plaque. He also 
attended Westlane Middle School, Brebeuf 
and Purdue.

In his first year as the Aggies' head coach, Sumlin led A&M to its first 
11-win season since 1998 and shook up the SEC with his effective 
high-tempo offense. The Aggies went 6-2 in conference play, 
defeating No. 1 Alabama in Tuscaloosa and going undefeated on 
the road. Sumlin's last road loss was in 2010 when his University of 
Houston team fell to Texas Tech.

A successful first season in Aggieland saw Sumlin garner his third 
spot as a national coach of the year finalist and coach the first-ever 
freshman to win the Heisman Trophy in quarterback Johnny Manziel. 
Sumlin also coached three other first-team All-Americans in his first 
season back in Aggieland in offensive tackles Luke Joeckel and Jake 
Matthews and defensive end Damontre Moore.

The 2012 Aggies lost by a total of just eight points in two games, 
against No. 24 Florida in the season opener and No. 6 LSU. They 
became the fourth Texas A&M team to win 11 games in a season 
with a 41-13 win over Big 12 Co-Champion Oklahoma in the AT&T 
Cotton Bowl.

Sumlin came to Texas A&M after a successful stint as head coach at 
the University of Houston, where he led the Cougars to a school-
record 12 victories and the program's highest finish in the Bowl 
Championship Series standings in 2011. Sumlin was named the 
Region 5 Coach of the Year by the American Football Coaches 
Association in 2011 and was one of five finalists for the AFCA's 
National Coach of the Year award.

During his time at UH, Sumlin posted a 35-17 overall record and led 
the Cougars to three bowl games. Sumlin led the Cougars to berths 
in the 2011 Ticket Center Bowl and the 2008 and 2009 Bell 
Helicopter Armed Forces Bowls.

His final season in Houston was one of the finest in the history of the 
Cougar football program. Sumlin's Cougars raced through the 
regular season with a perfect 12-0 record before falling in the 
Conference-USA Championship to Southern Miss. The Cougars led 
the nation in passing, total and scoring offense and featured the 
nation's leader in passing and total offense, quarterback Case 
Keenum. UH set NCAA FBS team records for total offense and 
passing yards.

Daisy Dimitroff Dimond (79) 
passed away April 7, 2014. 
Daisy lived at 2127 
Wynnedale Road. Although 
she spent her days quietly 
in our community she 
appreciated her Wynnedale 
neighbors. Our deepest 
sympathies to Desiree who 
spent a lot of time with her 
mother in Wynnedale.

Argyle Gordon Jackson 
(87) passed away 
Wednesday April 9th. 
Argyle and his wife, Erwilli 
raised their family in 
Wynnedale at 2138 
Wynnedale Road.  He was 
an ardent family man with 5 
children: Lisa (Louis) 
Fender, Jeffrey (Pamela) 
and Daniel (Susan) Jackson. 
He was predeceased by his 
wife, and his daughter; 
Jennifer Wetzel and son 
Benjamin. - A native Hoosier 
and Wabash College alum, 
Argyle was owner of 
Hoosier Gasket Corporation 
and an avid golfer. Our 
condolences to his family. 

ALSO: James A. "Odie" 
Oglesby (88) died Nov. 7, 
2013. Odie lived at 2229 
Paula Lane South Drive with 
his wife Velma where they 
raised their daughters, 
Sandra and Linda. A 
cherished member of our 
community will be missed.

Wynndaleans	
  	
  
GONE	
  BUT	
  	
  NOT	
  FORGOTTEN	
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Attention all current or potential gardeners! Plan a visit 
to the Purdue Extension-Marion County Demonstration 
Garden. It is located at the north end of the Indiana 
State Fairgrounds just east of the DNR building. It is 
being prepared by volunteer Master Gardeners and 
will feature primarily All-America Selections of 
vegetables and flowers. Last year's garden provided 
nearly 1,000 pounds of fresh produce for local food 
banks. It features several styles of raised beds, 
beautifully designed flower beds, and this year will 
include a 7-foot tomato arch! It is well worth a visit, or 
several visits to see the progress. It is planned to be at 
peak production during the Indiana State Fair.

 Purdue Extension Master Gardener classes in Marion County begins September 16, 2014.
 Afternoon class, Tuesday, Thursday, September 16 - Nov. 25, 1-4 PM.
 Evening class, Tuesday, Thursday, September 16 - Nov. 25, 6-9 PM.
 Located at Purdue Extension-Marion County classroom, Indiana State Fairgrounds.
 Call 317-275-9286 or go to http://IndyMG.org

GET GARDENING HELP - What's bugging you? We answer plant and pest questions! 
      
              Call the Purdue Extension-Master Gardener Answer Line at 317-275-9292
              Email:   Marionmg@purdue.edu        Online:   http://indyhorticulture.org
              AnswerLine manned by Master Gardener volunteers daily.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Contributor: Marilyn McCombs

Purdue Extension-Marion County Master Gardeners
"Helping Others Grow Around Indianapolis"

The Wynnedale News & Views  Newsletter is designed,written and edited by the following:
Sue Gilfoy, Sue Rice, Marilyn McCombs, Mary Beth Schneider, Charlotte Talley, Judy Hall, Bruce 
Ranger, Tim Need, Cheri Moore, and Janet Gibson,

Historic or human Interest articles about Wynnedale are welcome for future issues. Please contact either 
Janet Gibson (jsgibson1933@gmail.com) or Sue Gilfoy (gilfoy.sue@gmail.com) if you wish to contribute. 
Any comments or concerns can also be directed to these members of the newsletter committee.

  *Pet Owners Alert: There have been two coyotes sighted in Wynnedale in the last few 
weeks.    
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  “The Bird Sanctuary is in the process of being reborn, redesigned and revitalized. A committee of gardening 
enthusiasts, many with master gardener credentials, has been meeting since February to put together a plan to give 
new life to this seldom used and neglected spot at the north end of Knollton where it crosses 

Wynnedale’s Redesigned Bird Sanctuary   

Wilshire. Before the temperature was even above 30 
degrees, the committee did two walk throughs of the 
park, marking all dead or overgrown trees, shrubs and 
out -of-control honeysuckle bushes.
	 Ann Hildner, a landscape architecture planner, next 
did a sketch clearly showing all vegetation we wanted 
removed. This drawing was then shown to five tree 
companies who gave us bids (apples to apples) to cut 
down and grind up all the unwanted material.
	 Last week a presentation was made to the Town 
Council, showing what we wanted to have removed and 
why, plus a second layout for what we hope and dream 
the park might become. With new flowering bushes, a 
few new trees, some other decorative and low 
maintenance plants, perhaps even a gathering space in 
the middle called a Council Ring. The beautiful park with 
four seasons of color would become one of the true 
beauty spots of Wynnedale. 
	 Because there is so much work to be done to make all 
this potential into a reality, we have broken the work down 
into Phase 1, 2 and 3, for budget reasons as well as what 
can be done in one season and who will do it.

 The council has accepted the committee’s 
recommendation for the go-ahead to removing all the 
unwanted trees/stumps/shrubs and approved a small 
but reasonable amount to help maintain and improve 
what we can in 2014. The total expenditure of $2,000 
includes the $1,295 for all the removal.
	 We are hopeful that a few Wynnedale residents 
might consider a monetary donation for the purchase of 
a tree or group of bushes such as lilacs in memory of 
someone who loved gardening and who they would like 
to honor. Please contact Marilyn McCombs or Sue Gilfoy 
if this is something you would like to do. We look forward 
to, over the next year or two or three, to nurturing the 
growth of a truly loved garden/park that we all can be 
proud of. 
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