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The Beautiful Gift
By Sue Rice

large bush with the same tulip-shaped blossoms as the Saucer
Magnolia was noticed in the yard of David and Faye Bacon at
2288 Wynnedale Road.

In Wynnedale there are many beautiful Magnolia trees with big
pink blossoms that bloom in early spring. Alas, this spring most
of these blooms suffered from the freezing
temperatures and died.

This bush is a Jane Magnolia. It is in the
same family as the Saucer Magnolia but
a smaller hybrid developed to be a hardy
shrub/bush, flowering late in the spring.
The color is more reddish-purple outside
and white inside.

Eagle Creek Nursery tells me that this
variety of tree is called a Saucer Magnolia.
It can have either white, light pink or dark
pink blossoms and the loss of flowers due
to freeze happens about every seven to
eight years. The trees are not damaged and
will bloom again next year.

This Jane Magnolia was given to David
and Faye by their church in 2003 when
David’s father died.

A few weeks after this freeze a beautiful
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A Walk on the Wild Side
by Jack Clarke

In my last contribution to the Wynnedale News, I wrote about
the pleasures of walking the not-so-mean streets of Wynnedale. It
is beautiful, with trees, birds and wildlife. Thanks to Wynnedale’s
proximity to the White River and Crooked Creek there is plenty
to see.

Fishing is permitted although they forbid live bait, as well as
swimming and alcohol. A great path is between the lake and river
upstream, a great woods walk to the Rocky Ripple fields and even
to Holcomb Gardens at Butler University. Pack a lunch.
Just south of Wynnedale on Cold Spring Road is another great
woods walk, the Nina Mason Pullman EcoLab at Marian University. The EcoLab is a slice of land that was part of the Allison
Estate. The Allison Mansion looms over it on a bluff just to the
south. Crooked Creek flows through it toward White River and
it includes a large pond fed by the Cold Spring itself. The pond
supports waterfowl, a beaver colony and probably a lot of fish but
is difficult to fish because of the lily pads. This land was designed
in 1912 by Jens Jensen, who was a legendary landscape hotshot.
Just ask Ann Hildner, Wynnedale’s
landscape architecture authority.
There are plaques and old photos
that document this history.

White-tail deer and coyotes have been in our front yard. Red
foxes are also common. The last time I saw one was last Labor
Day. It was trotting (fox-trotting?) at the Bird Sanctuary. It
sniffed around under the suet feeder looking for scraps and then
disappeared into the brush.
But you only need to venture a little further to see even more.
The Indianapolis Museum of Art’s 100 Acres nature park is just
west of the museum between the canal
and White River. There is ample parking just off the White River Parkway.
The park is encompassed by an oxbow
of the White River on the north
and west and the Water Company
Canal on the East. There are graveled or wood-chipped trails around
the lake and on the east side that are
very walkable, with benches scattered
throughout the park if you become
weary. And all around the park are
groovy and interesting sculptures.
My favorite is a tree that seems to
be growing horizontally through an
outhouse.

There are about a mile and a half of
trails that are travelled or bark-covered and have boardwalks over low,
muddy places lest your Vasque hiking
boots be soiled. Adjacent to the
EcoLab is a property behind Cold
Spring School with similar trails
which are accessible and interesting. A sidenote to these trails is the
fieldstone infrastructure: Footbridges,
pump houses and other buildings
that were built to support these estates over 100 years ago.

The guide and map of the park describes the artwork and gives
the locations of various tree species. The place is kid and dog
friendly if they are leashed -- the dog, that is.

When I venture into the wild, I am equipped. I have an old khaki
canvas-and-leather shoulder bag to carry my gear. I have 10 x 42
waterproof Bushnell binoculars, a tape measure and calculator for
tree measuring, a notebook and my field guides: a Peterson Bird
book, a Field Guide to Indiana Trees, a Peterson Field Guide
to Animal Tracks and Scat (that’s poop, if you didn’t know) and
often survival supplies, a beverage and some peanuts. I also have
several hiking staffs, which I prefer to call sauntering staffs.
Hiking sounds so strenuous.

The lake originally was a quarry with gravel excavated for use in
the nearby interstate highway, according to the museum’s website.
Later, as the land lay in disuse, nature slowly reclaimed the lake
and woods.
In the old days, the police would run you out if you parked on the
cloverleaf, but if you came in from the river, by canoe, as we did
when we were young, it was a party. I won’t go into details.

Saunter on, Pilgrim, saunter on!

Time for the Fireworks

The Goodknight Family Fireworks Display will be held at dusk on the corner of Wynnedale
Road and Knollton Road on Tuesday, July 4.
Everyone in Wynnedale is invited. Bring a chair and maybe some ear protectors. It’s LOUD and
beautiful! In fact, we consider it the biggest, most beautiful display of any neighborhood.
Join your Wynnedale neighbors in viewing this spectacle.
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Farm Where Health is the Top Crop
by Sandy Hudson

If the Fitness Farm at 2525
West 44th Street isn’t already
the jewel in Wynnedale’s
crown, it should be.

housed on the property.
Campers work at the Farm Stand, which is open from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. each Thursday. Honey will likely be added later this
summer to the farm’s products, which also are sold at markets
and to restaurants in the city.

Twenty bucolic, well-tended
acres devoted to providing
free outdoor space for exercise
were donated to the Children’s
Better Health Institute by
Dr. Cory Jane SerVaas and
her husband, Beurt SerVaas.
Dr. SerVaas, now 93, wanted
the land to be used to educate,
empower and inspire youth
and families to enjoy regular
exercise, good nutrition and a
healthy lifestyle.

An addition to the SerVaas’ home was originally
intended to be a onestory apartment but is
now devoted to hosting
Fitness Farm activities and events such as
weddings, meetings and
parties. More information about the type and
size of events that the
Fitness Farm handles can
be obtained by calling
317-634-1100.

Her daughter, Wynnedale resident Joan SerVaas, planted
sunflowers on the property as a child and now runs the Fitness
Farm, which includes growing and selling produce and flowers,
teaching kids about health and fitness, and hosting events. She
lives at 4240 Roland Road and insists that neighbors are
welcome to walk up her driveway to access the Fitness Farm.

The farm also includes a
running track. Two times
around the track equals
one mile. A smaller
track is marked for races. About a half-dozen stations encourage
people to do sit-ups, pull-ups, push-ups and other exercises.Tennis and basketball courts and a soccer field are also available.

Six years ago, Joan started Forever-Fit (foreverfitcamp.org and
on Facebook), a six-week day camp for 40 children ages 8 to
12 who struggle with obesity. Campers are selected by school
systems to benefit from exercising, learning about health and
fitness, and participating in the planting, harvesting and selling
of produce. Through participation in sports and exercise, as well
as eating healthy meals and learning about nutrition and fitness,
participants lose an average of 10 pounds; reduce their BMI,
heart rate and blood pressure; gain strength, endurance and selfconfidence; and learn skills they can utilize into adulthood.

So what began as a beautiful, peaceful space to exercise now
also boasts a big garden, nut and apple trees, a summer fitness
camp for grade-school students, chickens, a compost pile and an
event facility. Adding to the pastoral ambience: Three harmless
“rescue pigs” — Barnaby (white), Socks (white feet) and Wilbur
(pink nose), who roam over and dine on the grass but not in the
garden.

Benjamin Cowan — who says his title is “me’’ — oversees
gardening at the Fitness
Farm. He and his wife,
Chelsea, live in a cottage next to the property. Produce includes
tomatoes, potatoes,
strawberries, rhubarb,
melons, onions, lettuces,
apples, pecans and more
varieties of mushrooms
than you could shake a
shitake at. Flowers, including Joan’s childhood
favorite, sunflowers, are
planted and sold at the
Farm Stand, along with
produce and eggs from
the dozens of chickens

Having been connected to this land her entire life, Joan is
hands-on in the operation of the Fitness Farm, which isn’t even
really her day job. Among other things, she’s also publisher of
The Saturday Evening Post,
and in that position generously
donates the printing of The
Wynnedale News.
Joan feeds the chickens and pigs,
plants, transplants, harvests, fills
the pigs’ watering hole, transports compost and tries to learn
campers’ names. Her plans for
the future include office space,
expanded gardens, a swimming
pool and another path leading
to the Fitness Farm . . . all of
which will add more jewels to
this crown.
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The Closing of Knollton Road
by Sue Rice

Many local residents are grateful that Knollton Road is blocked
just north of Wilshire Road, preventing it from becoming a
traffic-filled throughway.

Wynnedale prevailed in the 1959 case held in the Marion Circuit
Court. Mr. Larson appealed the decision, and in 1962 an appeals
court also ruled in favor of Wynnedale. That court held that
“under sections of the Cities and Towns Act of 1905, both the
Supreme Court and our court have generally held that municipalities have complete jurisdiction over all streets and public ways
within their respective limits.” The appellate court further found
that “the legislature has vested absolute discretion as to the vacation of streets or alleys
to the Town Board.”

Ever wonder why?
It dates to 1954, when the Town of Wynnedale erected a threefoot high wooden barricade across Knollton Road on the north
edge of old Wynnedale.
This action was prompted when the town
board heard that Marion County commissioners planned to widen and pave the
road. County officials pointed out that if
the road was improved and opened up it
could be an important traffic link between
38th Street and Kessler Boulevard farther
north.

The case drew the attention of The Indianapolis Star, which on Jan. 19, 1962,
included an editorial critical of the decision. The editorial, headlined “Berlin
Wall — Hoosier Style,” said: “The Indiana
Appellate Court lifted a page from East
Berlin yesterday and declared it is perfectly
legal for the town of Wynnedale in Marion
County to construct a barrier across the
middle of a public highway to keep traffic
out of the exclusive community.”

Town residents admit that’s what they
feared would happen, ending the town’s
comparative seclusion. “It was a question of
some of us not wanting a county road going
through our town,” said Attorney Robert
E. Coates, a resident whose firm Coates,
Hatfield & Calkins was one of two that
represented the town through the court
cases. The firm of Wynnedale resident Harold Bredell, of Bredell, Cooper & Martin,
also represented the town.

The lower courts, though, must have got
it right because Larson appealed to the
Indiana Supreme Court and was turned
away.
The Supreme Court declined to hear the
case, thereby upholding the lower court’s
ruling.

A county commissioner who had backed
the idea of widening Knollton Road conceded he was not clear
on the road’s ownership. The question of ownership of Knollton
Road in Wynnedale was determined eight years later as the result
of a lawsuit filed by Oscar P. Larson who lived at 4360 Cold
Spring Road. He owned the land on Knollton north of the barrier
on the east side of the road. None of his property was in Wynnedale. Larson, who called his property “Larson High Lands’’, said
he had been trying to sell his lots for 14 years and felt the road
closing would make it harder to sell.

The battle of Knollton Road was over. The road stays closed or
unless we decide, like many small towns, to turn over the administration of our town government to the City of Indianapolis. The
city could then choose to open Knollton Road to through traffic
and widen the road. Another Kessler Boulevard!
As for the land north of the closure, 23 acres was purchased in
1969 by the J. W. Starks Development Corp. It’s now known as
New Wynnedale.

Home for Sale in Wynnedale
Our neighbor Candice Crowder-Darring, a real estate broker with F.C.
Tucker, recently completed the sale of the remodeled home at 2135
Wynnedale Road, and now is listing the home at 2002 Wilshire Road.
The contemporary home, designed by Norman Nagle, was featured in
Living Magazine in 1955. Its clean, modern lines evolve beautifully as
natural light pours through a skylight at the center of the home. It is
seated on a half-acre lot with a fenced-in back yard. This is a one-of-akind home, as so many in Wynnedale are.
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The Most Revered Garden Statue
by Sue Rice

Will Saint Francis be happy in your garden if you are not a
Catholic? The answer is Yes! A Saint Francis garden statue is the
top selling garden figure in the United States. There are many
different styles and all have birds, animals, flowers or any combination of these.

ing in front of an open Bible and clutching a crucifix to his chest,
thus showing how this humble believer speaks to all who follow
Christ, regardless of denominational affiliation.
Francis’s love for all of creation, his sermons to the birds and
flowers, have led to his enshrinement in millions of bird feeders
and garden statues.

Saint Francis was designated Patron saint of Italy in July 1228
and later became associated with patronage of animals and nature.

There are a few statues of St. Francis to be found in gardens in
Wynnedale.

Rembrandt, a devout Protestant, lovingly painted Francis, kneel-

Gardening Happy Hour!

Are you interested in working with your neighbors to
keep Wynnedale looking beautiful? How about combining group gardening with a Happy Hour?! Please join
Robin Reagan at her home, 4260 Roland Road, on Tues-

day, July 25th from 7 to 8:30 pm to brainstorm ideas to
deepen our community spirit through group gardening
with a chaser of “spirited” fun. RSVPs appreciated, but
not critical. We can switch to beer if the sangria runs out!

A Craftsman Deluxe
By Judith Hall

Several years ago I watched my neighbor create a footbridge
which crossed from one end of his yard to another. At first I did
not understand the purpose for such but, as I examined more
closely, I realized it actually could be used for one to walk over
a stream of water that sometimes runs through the center of his
yard heading toward a nearby drainage area. This bridge adds
such a nice point of interest to his yard. More than the utility this
bridge provides it is a demonstration of Walt’s craftsmanship.

living area petitioning off the area into several rooms including a
recreational room, a bedroom and a bathroom. All of the areas are
so uniquely Walt, fine with rich detail.
While I marveled at all of the lovely items they shared, I must say
that my favorite area was the three-tier movie theater transformed
from the original garage. Walter‘s vision for this area manifested
into something remarkable. Much of Walt’s wood crafting is
not only beautiful but also serves a utilitarian purpose like the
movable shelving used to hold all of the electronics with hidden
wiring that is easily accessible.

Walter Smith’s interest in wood working began when he was
a young teenager working along with his dad, a construction
worker, whose primary work was with cement. At some point
Walter was able to transfer some of the skills from that involvement to wood working. One of his earlier projects of which he
is so proud was the designing and construction of a baby bed for
his daughter. Since that time he has continued to construct other
pieces of furniture such as bedroom furniture found in the lower
level of his home, a decorative motif in the entry way and many
other items found throughout his home which he shares with his
wife Darlene. The Smith’s home is actually full of Walt’s designs.
He has taken the shell of his basement and created an entire

Walter and Darlene have been neighbors of mine for years. From
my patio, I have watched him be busy beautifying his yard. His
wood crafting expertise, however, was a secret from me. While
very humble, during our interview, I found Walter open to share
his expertise in the art of wood crafting. One can readily see
the pride he and Darlene share in their beautiful home, only
enhanced by his masterfully crafted additions and enhancements.
Whether bridge, bar, or baby bed, Walt’s commitment to his
artistry is as rich as the wood he uses.
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NEIGHBORS
Welcome Our New Neighbors
Welcome to our newish neighbor, Sandy Hudson, who’s already is active in Wynnedale as a member of the
Wynnedale News staff !
Sandy came to us through Liz Frydell. Liz and Sandy had been friends from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church since
1993. When Sandy broke her ankle in October 2013 and needed surgery, Liz offered to take care of her in her
home. While there Sandy asked Liz if she ever thought of renting out her mother-in-law apartment. The rest is
history.
Sandy Hudson

Sandy is a graduate of Indiana University She moved to Indianapolis from Cincinnati to get married in 1979.
The marriage didn’t last but living in Indianapolis did. Her daughter, Katie Johnston, lives near by and her mother
lives less than five hours away, so Sandy has no plans to leave. She appreciates the beauty, quiet, friendliness and
convenience of Wynnedale.
Sandy’s chauffeuring business, Your Wheel Friend, has led to other jobs as assistants and companions. She also
house and dog sits, which she especially enjoys because Lola, her canine companion of almost 17 years, died a
year ago.
Having recently retired from being a mentor for an Episcopal-based bible study program for 12 years, Sandy plans
to become a furlougher for the Indiana Canine Assistance Network, become more involved with Women4Change
Indiana and more familiar with her neighbors, figure out a way to volunteer with little kids, and finally organize
her apartment.
You can contact Sandy at: slh061948@aol.com or 317-690-8175
Jessica and Ates Ucul (pronounced Atesh Oo-chul) recently bought the home 2120 Wynnedale Road, the history
of which was featured in the last edition of The Wynnedale News.
Both are visual artists and maintain a studio practice. The couple met in New York City in the Masters of Fine
Arts program at the School of Visual Arts.

Ates & Jessica Ucul

“Wynnedale was quite a surprise to us,” Jessica said. “Unfamiliar with the area, we drove out one afternoon and
immediately fell in love with the mature, tree-lined streets, the meticulous care of each home and the ease of the
neighborhood. We made the choice to leave New York City and live in Indiana, so it was important that we find a
large yard in a quiet area. Wynnedale exceeded our expectations!”
Jessica said the couple look forward to making many improvements and customizations to the home, and hope to
take up residence in early to mid-summer.
It was a job offer at Indiana University that brought the couple to Indiana, though Jessica is originally a Hoosier.
She is now a lecturer at the Herron School of Art and Design at IUPUI as well as a freelance photographer.
After graduation in NYC, Jessica worked as personal assistant to the chief financial officer of JP Morgan Chase &
Co., while Ates worked as a producer for Protocinema. He moved to Istanbul, Turkey, to free-lance and eventually
the couple quite their jobs and moved to the Mediterranean to live in solitude, swim, garden and work on their art.
Ates is from Turkey where he studied environmental architecture and interior design at Baskent Universitesi in
Ankara. Afterward he served in the Turkish military before going to graduate school. He currently is an associate
designer at Restoration Hardware and occasionally takes freelance design jobs in his spare time. He currently is
working on a very exciting project translating his abstract paintings to Turkish carpets.
The couple’s interests are wide-ranging. Ates is passionate about art, music and literature; tries to watch a film
daily while also playing sports. His favorites? Tennis, soccer and swimming. Jessica’s art uses a variety of media,
including photography and collage. Her most current works are about the culturally-shared script of the honeymoon, a multimedia project about Elvis Presley and digital portraits depicting tragic comedy. She also enjoys
tennis, backgammon and “all things challenging and fun.”
The couple looks forward to meeting their new neighbors -- in particular the dogs of Wynnedale!
Contact info:
Jessica – e: jessica.ucul@gmail.com t: 317.828.2291
Ates – e: atesucul@gmail.com t:917.647.5879
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NEIGHBORS
Wynnedale News Tidbits

By Linda Ranger

You may have noticed Candice Crowder, our resident real estate agent at 4275
Knollton Road, has an ice cream truck in her driveway which belongs to her new
husband Josh Darring. He painted and re-did the truck’s interior and had a graphic
designer create the character called Captain Jupiter who has a side kick dog called
Orbit. He operates it during different events and is just launching this business.
Candice Crowder
& Josh Darring

The couple was married on Feb. 23. Candace said she met Josh through a friend,
who was a neighbor of Darring’s in Carmel. The neighbor asked Josh if he was single and shared that she knew
a great young woman he might want to know. After consulting with his parents and praying, he reached out to
Candice with a text in November 2015. Candice’s first thought? “Hmm. He seems too good to be true.” The
couple, though, went on their first date that month and ended up talking until the restaurant they were at closed
for the night. From that day forward, Candace says, they were “a loving item.”
Jane Hartsock, 2275 Wynnedale Road, says she can hardly believe
it, but four years have gone by since they moved to 2275 Wynnedale
Road. The first picture is from the day they moved here and the second
is from April of this year when Elizabeth and Nicolas Hartsock
delighted their neighbors with a lemonade stand.
Andy and Emily Hawickhorst of 2130 Wynnedale Road are excited
to pass the news that their son, Webb Stephen Hawickhorst, was born
May 5 at 7:32 p.m. He weighed 6lbs, 8oz and was 19 inches tall. Emily
and Webb are both doing well and you can greet them as they take walks
around Wynnedale.

Webb Stephen
Hawickhorst

Eilizabeth and Nick Hartstock

Zach Magid, son of Terry and Julie Magid of 2110 W. 42nd St., graduated with honors from Brebeuf Jesuit
Preparatory School this spring. He will be attending Georgetown University this fall, majoring in International
Relations. He continues to work on his standup comedy and has taken part
in several open mic nights at comedy clubs in Indianapolis. Zach will join
his older brother, Max, in Washington D.C. Max will begin his junior year
at Georgetown after spending part of the summer in Florence, Italy and the
rest working in the physics department at Georgetown. He is a double major
in physics and economics and is getting a minor in government. This fall the
Magid family will be down to only one son full time in Wynnedale. Leo will be
a junior this fall at Brebeuf, but is enjoying a summer of sports and attending
The Magid Family
the University of Barcelona for a summer immersion course.
Congratulations to Nicholas Messina 4260 Roland Road who graduated from North Central High School on

Nick & Frank Messina May 31st. Nick is hoping to join the Job Corps to learn welding, and has a long-term interest in marine welding.

James Forrest Nelson, 81, passed away on April 4, 2017. Services were held at Trinity C.M.E. Church,
2253 Dr. Andrew J. Brown Avenue, Indianapolis, IN on Saturday, April 15, 2017. He worked over 35 years
for the United Parcel Service. He was a Boy Scout Master and a mentor and teacher at the Indiana Juvenile
Correctional Facility. Mr. Nelson was a long time Wynnedale resident. His father in law, Elmon Myers was a
founder and builder of what is recognized as “New Wynnedale”. James Nelson leaves to cherish his memories:
Wife, Elinor Nelson, Children, Thelma (Quintin) Collins, Franzetta (Calvin) Jackson, Darrell Thompson, Walter
Nelson and William Nelson.
James Forrest Nelson Mia Purcell, daughter of Leigh and Jim Purcell of 2101 W. 44th St., was recognized May

16th during the year end North Central High School Theater celebration. She was named
one of two “Best Thespians” for the year. She also won best lead actress for her performance in Woody Allen’s “Honeymoon Hotel”.
Molly Schneider, the daughter of Rich and Mary Beth Schneider, recently announced her
engagement to Greg Dowdeswell of Charlotte, N.C. Molly is a registered nurse and bone
marrow transplant coordinator at Levine Cancer Center in Charlotte. The couple plans
Jim, Mia & Leigh Purcell
a March 2018 wedding outside Charleston, S.C. That will be the second wedding in the
Schneider family. Matt Schneider is marrying his fiancee Jena Eiden in September in June Lake, Calif.
Contact Linda Ranger at LJRanger@Gmail.com to add family news and events you would like included in the next
edition of the Wynnedale News Tidbits.
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WYNNEDALE HISTORY

The History of 2120 Wilshire Road
by Sue Rice, Wynnedale Historian

John and Evonne Swartzendruber have lived at 2120 Wilshire
Road since 1990. They have worked hard to retain the originality and beauty of this historic home.

operations to save the company dam across White River
north of Oliver Avenue after one section gave way. He spent
several days and nights supervising the work to prevent the
river from eating its way through the west bank. At that time
he became ill and never fully recovered. On April 17, 1939,
while consulting with his physician in his home, he suffered
a heart attack and died suddenly at age 48. June continued
to live in her home on Wilshire Road and her sister Mary E.
Armel lived with her until Mary died in 1964. June passed
away in January 1967. Mary taught piano,
and for several years during World War II
June was employed at the Riviera Club.

J. Harry Miles built this house in 1930 and it was sold to the
first owner in 1931.
Emmet Ralston and his new wife June were married in
February 1931 and moved into their new home on Wilshire
Road after their honeymoon in Havana, Cuba.
The octagonal screened porch on the east
side of the home was added sometime before
1937 as it can be seen on a photograph on
the MapIndy.com website.

Robert and Norma Young purchased the
home in 1967. Mr. Young sold one third of
the property on the west side for the home at
2136 Wilshire Road to be built. The Young’s
sold the home in 1969 to Kemit and Sarah
Baumgardner. They lived there for 21 years.
Kemit planted a row of three-foot tall pine
trees on the north lot line where they still
thrive 46 years later.

The two large arches in the original house are
openings to a porch. You will see in the early
picture the living room windows inside the
front arch. With the east arch removed for
the building of the octagon porch, it is likely
that the living room was enlarged forward to
the front arch at that time. A few of the early
homes built in Wynnedale had interior decorative wrought iron gates between rooms. The
Ralston’s home had one of these beautiful
gates. It was decorated with two large birds
and a great deal of scroll design. This is the
only gate remaining in any home in Wynnedale although others had them originally.

In 1990 the Swartzendrubers purchased the
home and have lived there for 27 years. They
began work on the property in 2002 by constructing a detached garage, as the original
garage was too small to hold modern vehicles.
In 2005 the interior of the house underwent
a 12-month renovation, including the conversion of the old garage into a great room,
relocating and updating the kitchen, adding a full bathroom
to the second floor and converting the octagonal porch to a
three-season room. Over half of the living space was affected,
with care taken to preserve distinctive features of the home.
Woodwork was retained or re-milled, floors were repaired and
refinished, all bricks were salvaged to rebuild exterior walls
and windows were saved and moved to new positions.

Emmet Ralston was vice president and chief
engineer of the Indianapolis Power and Light
Company. He was also the son of Samuel M. Ralston, the
governor of Indiana from 1913 to 1917. Governor Ralston
then became a U.S. Senator from 1923 to 1925. In July of
1924, at the Democratic National Convention, Sen. Ralston
came close to capturing the presidential nomination but due
to ill health withdrew his name from consideration. He died
in October 1925 of an unspecified cause at his estate “Hoosier
Home” located north on Knollton Road near 51st Street.

Since then, a bluestone front walk and rear patio/deck have
been added and a new driveway installed. Landscaping continues with invasive plantings being replaced by native bushes
and flowers.

Emmet and June were both born in Lebanon, Ind. Emmet
graduated from Purdue with a degree in electrical engineering. During the flood of 1937 Emmet personally supervised
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