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“When a house becomes a home,
you can feel it,” Brian Wittman
said. “This feeling manifested for
our family when I stood at our
living room window looking out
at Paula Lane on the morning of
March 10th. The early morning
light wasn’t bright enough to
fill the entire room. Still I could
clearly make out the expression on my bride’s face. A look I
hadn’t quite seen before. A smile
that showed complete joy, some
excitement, and a few nerves. But
her eyes were even brighter than
the light cast in the room. In that
moment, as my bride approached
our homemade altar, I knew I
was at home. In my heart. In my
mind. In our house.
– Brian Wittman

Newly married Brian and Danica Wittman
of 4353 Paula Lane East Drive with
Grandfather, Richard E. Lindseth.
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The Forever-Fit Farm Stand at 2525 West 44th Street will be
open June and July on Thursday evenings from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
From 44th Street, follow the driveway under the trees to the
campers where they will be selling fruits, veggies and eggs.
Savor the International Marketplace is coming! Sunday, May 20
through Sunday, June 3rd you can enjoy a special meal deal at over
25 restaurants in the Lafayette Square area. No coupons are necessary for this foodie extravaganza, just ask for the Savor the International Marketplace menu. Even better, a portion of your meal
proceeds go to support the International Market coalition making
the west side a strong and vibrant community! Check out the list
of restaurants and menus at savortheinternationalmarketplace.com.
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Wynnedale Neighbors Tackle Trash
by Robin Reagan

Rick Goehring to meet neighbors Sue Rice, Bruce Ranger,
Michael Risinger, Erik Lindseth,
Lisa and Dave Clarke, Chris
Callahan and Frank Messina.

Wynnedale residents took to the streets on Saturday, April 21, to
tackle litter as part of Keep Indianapolis Beautiful’s Great Indy
Clean Up.
The result? Sixty bags of trash, four bags of recyclables, five tires
and two TVs!

Special thanks to Sarah Middaugh, our sole teen volunteer,
and to Eddy Goodknight who
generously picked up and disposed of the bags and trash at
the end of the day, leaving our neighborhood looking particularly
lovely.

It was the first time Wynnedale participated in the Great Indy
Clean Up and it was a resounding success. Fourteen residents
met at the Callahan
home on Saturday
afternoon for a quick
briefing and cookies before tackling
the streets around
Wynnedale, primarily
42nd Street and Cold
Spring Road.

Bruce Ranger had so much fun he has suggested another cleanup in the fall, before the leaves hit the ground! And perhaps we
could have some shorter “trash
mobs” this summer to attack the
streets surrounding old Wynnedale this summer.

Keep Indianapolis
Beautiful provided
trash bags, gloves and
water for the volunteers, who split up to tackle various streets
on a near perfect spring day. Robin Reagan initiated the project
and Cathy Middaugh and Tammy Callahan jumped in early to
help plan, manage logistics and organize the day. It was a great
opportunity for new neighbors Diane Farlow, Kevin Petsche and

Spending an hour to pick up
litter and then convening back
at the Reagan-Messina home
for wine and pool time sounds
like another way to strengthen
our community!

Wynnedale Repaving Project

to stop the project to ensure that we were in compliance with city
guidelines. We initially were not. Town Clerk Jarnell Burks-Craig
and Town Council President Vimal Mehta met with Department of
Public Works Director Dan Parker. It was determined that because
both the contractor and the engineer -- Crawford, Murphy and
Tilly (CMT) and Calumet Civil Contractors -- are subcontractors
for the city, the city will allow our town to proceed. We are now
waiting for the documents from the city and expect work to begin
again soon.

Thanks to a $50,000 grant from the city of Indianapolis, Wynnedale
will be repaving even more of the streets than originally was thought
possible.
The town has been planning to resurface streets for the past two
years, but due to the high cost, which exceeded the town’s budget,
the plan was to resurface in phases. Phase one was to start April
2, and signs warning of construction were erected and some work
began.
However, while the awarding of the grant means the town will
repave all areas deemed in need of repairs, it also required the town

We are all looking forward to the beautification of Wynnedale
streets.

Got Junk?

We’ll have dumpsters for it!

As always, let people fill the bins with household items they are
discarding before putting tree branches or other yard debris in
them. A flyer will be distributed before that weekend with complete details on the dumpsters.

Dumpsters will once again be in both old and new Wynnedale
the weekend of June 16-17 to allow residents to get rid of unwanted items.
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NEIGHBORS
Wynnedale News Tidbits
By Linda Ranger

Caroline and Michael Bryan of 2135 Wynnedale Road are expecting a baby girl in June.
Andy and Emily Hawickhorst of 2130 Wynnedale Road had to say goodbye to their dog Sophie in March.
Sophie was 10 years old and will be terribly missed. Being dog people, it did not take long for the Hawickhorsts to bring a new dog into the family! Below is a picture of their new puppy Luna. She was born in early
February and is an Aussiedoodle -- a mix of a poodle and mini-Australian shepherd.
Luna Hawickhurst

Grady and Gail McGee of 2239 Paula Lane South Drive are expecting their first child in June. Since a boy is
on the horizon, the nursery is all decked out in a nautical theme. Congratulations to the McGees.
Juliana Messina, the daughter of Frank Messina and Robin Reagan of 4260 Roland Road, is graduating with
high honors from University High School on June 2. Juliana plans to attend Scripps, a small, all-women,
liberal arts college in Los Angeles County in the fall. Scripps is a member of the Claremont consortium,
giving Juliana seamless access to classes and resources at the adjacent Pomona, Claremont McKenna, Harvey
Mudd and Pitzer colleges. Juliana received a Presidential merit scholarship from Scripps in recognition of her
academic record and personal achievements. Friends and neighbors are welcome to congratulate Juliana on
Sunday, June 3 from 2 pm to 5 pm at the Reagan-Messina home at her joint open house with her classmate
Becca Elliott, the daughter of Steve Elliott and Vicky Prusinski, a teacher at the Orchard School.
Ethan Moore, the son of Andre and Cheri Moore of 2138 Wilshire Road, is a member of the Westlane Middle School Academic Pursuit Team. The team is undefeated for two years and won the County Tournament.
Anne Need of 2271 Wynnedale Road celebrated both of her sons’ weddings in the last 12 months. Michael
Bradburn married Lacey Page last June 12 at a small ceremony in a park in Plainfield. Lacey’s mother was
the officiant. Grant Bradburn married Corey Fritz in Richmond on March 10, after an eight-year engagement. They wanted to get married on the 10th anniversary of their first date. Lacey’s mother performed that
ceremony as well.
Richard and Mary Beth Schneider of 2137 Wynnedale Road celebrated the marriage of their daughter Molly
to Greg Dowdeswell on March 23. The wedding took place near Isle of Palms, S.C., where the groom’s parents live. Molly and Greg are making their home in Charlotte, N.C.
Paul Vitali of 4248 Cold Spring Road is deep into rehearsals for the second series of Indianapolis Ballet’s
inaugural season at the Toby Theatre in Newfields. If you attend, look for the hand-painted donkey head created by Paul used in ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. “Much like its celebrated opening in February, the final
residency of Indianapolis Ballet’s 2018 debut season at The Toby at Newfields will weave together another
blend of diverse repertoire. The residency performances will open with the debut of a new work set to the
music of Sergei Prokofiev and move on to the famed Don Quixote Grand Pas de Deux before ending with
Shakespeare’s famed comedy A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
Marie Warshauer of 4270 Knollton Road is moving to Evanston, Ill., to be closer to family. “Our family lived
and loved Wynnedale for 26 years,” Marie said. “Wonderful place to raise a family and make lifelong friends.
Many great memories will be moving with me. Our family was honored to be a part of the history of this
great neighborhood.”
Contact Linda Ranger at LJRanger@Gmail.com to add family news and events you would like included in the next
edition of the Wynnedale News Tidbits.
Also remember there is the Wynnedale Website: http://www.wynnedale.org/ and Nextdoor Wynnedale: https://
wynnedale.nextdoor.com which keeps you current on everyday happenings including lost pets, items for sale and crime
in our town. It is easy to sign up for Nextdoor Wynnedale. You can choose the neighborhoods you want to view or just
keep it to Wynnedale for notifications.

John Fell, the son of Dan and Karen Fell of 2125 Wilshire Road, has always been an
aspiring musician. John has released his first original album “Awakening”. You can
download it for free by going to https://johnfell.bandcamp.com/album/awakening
for the website. Select ‘buy now,’ enter 0 for donation (although a donation would be
accepted LOL) and enter your email address. A link will be sent to you to download.
All parts are composed and performed by John with Alex Minner as sound engineer.
Hope you enjoy, and please pass along if you do!!
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NEIGHBORS
New Neighbors
Judith and Louis Owsley

Last August, Judith and Louis Owsley moved to 4255 Knollton Road.

Judith was born in a small town in Southern Illinois and moved to Indianapolis 36 years ago. A retired nurse, she continued to work part time at IU School of Medicine, Marian University School of
Osteopathic Medicine and the IU School of Dentistry, where in a simulated environment she assists
in the basic clinical preparation of medical, dental and nursing students for their real-life careers.
Judith and Louis cook and grill on most holidays and hold a tradition of celebrating each family
member’s birthdays. Judith has four children, 10 grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. She
likes to grow her own potted herbs for instant access to the freshest flavors. Judith enjoys cooking, saying experimentation with new recipes lets her express her creativity. Other interests include
participation in local mini-marathons, including the 5k in the Indy Mini-Marathon.

The couple’s move from a condominium to a single-family home with a beautiful front and back
yard keeps Louis busy! A retired GM employee, Louis has five children, 10 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
They can be reached via cell phone at 317-946-7741.

Nick Samaro and Cristina Talucci

Nick and Cristina of 2129 Paula Lane South Drive just moved here from Southern Florida where they lived for three years. They
previously lived in Bloomington, IN while attending Indiana University. Nick grew up in Bloomington and Cristina grew up in New
Jersey. Nick’s dad lives across Kessler in the Northern Estates neighborhood so they were familiar with the area. “We love the location
and that it’s easy to get downtown and to Broad Ripple. We also love the big yards, trees and homes.”
Cristina is a consultant for Amazon sellers. Nick is a project manager for Home Advisor.

Cristina’s hobby is sewing so you may catch her in costume going to different events. She is especially interested in historical fashion.
Nick produces electronic music and coaches wrestling. He also enjoys playing frisbee golf and doing stained glass projects.
Nick and Cristina look forward to attending neighborhood functions and would love to attend a neighborhood bbq or block party.

Breast Cancer Survivor
by Charlotte Talley

and not die! It fights hard and bounces back standing tall and
proud.

Dawn Hall Hughes, daughter of Judy Hall of 2230 Paula Lane
South Drive, is a two-year breast cancer survivor.

And the pearls? Well, why not!

She remembers the exact time and date when she received her
diagnosis. Right away, Dawn was determined
she would not let cancer get the best of her. She
researched, joined cancer support groups, sought
assistance of family and friends and consulted with
her doctors on every procedure and medication
that was prescribed.

Dawn was very excited to learn she exceeded
her fundraising goal by 145%.

On Saturday, April 28, as one of the Ambassadors for the 2018 Susan G. Komen Race
for the Cure, Dawn led the Survivors Parade.
Leading up to that event, Dawn was interviewed on AM 1310 The Light radio station.
The Indianapolis Recorder newspaper also featured a full page article about Dawn highlighting her views, struggles, and survivor skills.

Dawn is passionate about the breast cancer cause
and feels it is important to share her experiences
with others. She wants to make a positive impact
right here in our local community and wants other
people who are battling cancer to believe everything will be OK.

After the Race for the Cure, Dawn was interviewed by WRTV Channel 6 and WTHR
Channel 13. Photo coverage also appeared in
the Indianapolis Star Sunday newspaper.

A team of more than 25 family and friends from
Texas, Maryland and Indy joined Dawn in the
recent Race for the Cure. Dawn named her team the Honey
Badger in Pearls. She chose that name because a honey badger is
one of the fiercest animals on earth. It can eat poisonous snakes

Dawn is especially grateful for all who have helped with this
year’s Race for the Cure and plans to continue to help increase
breast cancer awareness and fundraising.
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A Cruise to Cuba
by Tim Need

say “don’t hurt me” and gives their names and where they usually
can be found. If you are a shop owner, and the dog is registered
as living in front of your shop, it becomes your responsibility to
feed and care for that dog.

In October 2017, Anne and I took a cruise that included two
days in Havana, Cuba. While it has not been accessible to most
visitors from the United States for more than half a century, it
has been a tourist destination for Europeans and
Canadians for many years. It was an interesting
trip, and here are some of the highlights.

Cuba is a cash-only society. There are no car
loans, mortgages or even credit cards. They have
two currencies in circulation at the same time:
One that is for use by tourists with scenery on
the coins, and one for the locals with images of
people on the coins. The underground economy
in Cuba is incredible! If you want to park your
car, or even go to a public bathroom, there is
someone there to whom you have to give a few
coins.

It goes without saying that the government
owns EVERYTHING. This includes all of the
auto dealerships and nearly all of the cars. A
car that would sell for $6,000 here would be
$25,000 there. And in a country where a good
job pays $35 a month, private ownership is
very rare. The license plates tell you if the car is
owned by the state, by a company, or (rarely) by
an individual. The cool old cars that you have
heard about are there, but they have largely been
converted to Japanese diesel motors. Most of the
new cars there are from China.

One of the places we toured had bunkers left
over from the early 1960s. It was a little eerie
to be viewing the Cuban missile crisis from the
other side. The planned number of troops and
missiles was staggering. We would like to go back to Cuba at
some time, but we’d like to see more of the countryside and less
of the ‘big city’.

One of the more unusual things was the stray dogs in the streets.
The government rounds them up, spays or neuters them and
gives them photo ID tags they wear around their necks. The IDs

Travel Tips

Wynnedale neighbor David Vass of 4248 Cold Spring Road has just
been awarded the American Airlines ‘three million miler’ status to
add to his British Airways ‘two million miler’ status.

• Pillows on many flights are not clean; they are just re-packaged. Turn your pillow case inside out to be on the safe side

• Use hand sanitizer, such as Purell, on EVERYTHING. Use
wipes to wipe down your airline tray table. Carry a plastic bag
from a grocery store to place in your airline seat back storage
area, a very dirty place. And use the shower cap from your last
hotel on the video remote if your seat has one.

David has traveled around the world for luxury travel company
Abercrombie & Kent. Having visited 141 countries, he has a few
travel tips:
• Use the shower cap in your hotel room to cover your TV
remote, which has more germs on it than a hotel toilet

• Never ever go into a lavatory with only your socks on.

• Most hotel rooms have a water kettle at least. Buy Starbucks
instant coffee packets as it often takes up to an hour for room
service to get a coffee to you, and these actually taste like
coffee. Plus the kettle can be used to boil tap water if you are
unsure if it is safe to drink, thus making it potable.

• Invest in noise-cancelling headsets and if you get someone
chatty next to you, put them on. Problem solved.

• Don’t drink coffee or tea water on any flight. The water comes
from a large tank that is not cleaned very often.

• Make a copy of your passport and all credit cards for every trip
and keep it in your carry-on luggage.

• Invest in a small flashlight that has the ability to have a red
beam as well as a white one. Use it if you need to get up in the
middle of the night to go to the loo. The red light is soft and
doesn’t wake you up as much as turning on a white light. Also,
use the red beam to pull up the mattress with all lights off and
check the box spring for bed bugs (some of the best hotels
have them). Don’t put any of your luggage on the bed until you
make this test. They show up as little black dots under a red
light.

• Travel with an extra luggage TSA approved travel lock. In
many countries if they check your luggage they just cut it open.
• Join TSA pre-check/Global Entry and know how it works. It
can save you up to an hour when re-entering the United States
and keeps you from having to remove your laptop and liquids
on domestic flights.
• Go with the flow. Getting angry on a flight only hurts YOU;
once you sit down “it is what it is.”

• Take the time to actually walk the hallway and find your hotel’s
emergency exits and the nearest fire extinguisher

• Don’t use the flight attendant call button more than once unless you want someone to spit in your Bloody Mary!

• While the airline check-in folks are on video so don’t take
‘thank you’ tips these days, it is amazing what a $20 bill will do
in a hotel to get you an upgrade or club privileges.

• Stick with one airline alliance. One World is currently rated
the best.
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WYNNEDALE
HISTORY
The Michigan Hill
by Sue Rice, Wynnedale Historian

Michigan Hill, or The Hill as it was known in the early 1900s,
is located just north of the Michigan Road bridge over White
River where Cold Spring Road meets Michigan Road.

Cars that did well
resulted in big sales and
companies sometime
sold every car they had
in stock. Makes of cars
that won or placed in
these events include:
Ford, Overland, Stoddard-Dayton, Buick,
National, Premier,
Waverly, American,
Thomas, Gibson, Auburn, Reo, Maxwell,
Lambert, Great Western, Leader, Oldsmobile, Haynes, Cadillac,
Auto-Car, Marmon, Franklin, Rider-Lewis, Ferguson, Myers,
Pope-Toledo, Winton, Marion, Jackson, and Glide.

The Hill had a much higher peak in 1900 than it has today. In
years past, the road ascended steeply near its peak to a very difficult grade to climb using horses or early cars especially in mud or
snow. Through the years, the peak of the hill has gradually been
cut down in height, so that today the land around the intersection is much higher than the roadway.
But before that occurred, there were hill climbing events.

The Indianapolis Star recounted that in 1891 bicyclists were
making rides up the Michigan Hill. “The road is rather steep and
long, and goes straight up. It is a pretty good test of hill climbing.”

Before Carl G. Fisher became president of the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway Co., he piloted a four-cylinder Premier racer in
many hill climbs -- and in one case narrowly escaped death.

The road conditions were dirt, a little gravel, wagon ruts and
sometimes mud or snow.

As early as 1902, it took a good car to make the grade. The
difficulty was the gravity feed of the gasoline buggies. The tank
was under the car seat and the
steep hill placed the carburetor
higher than the gas tank. Some
drivers maneuvered up the
steep hill by backing up.

A reporter for The Indianapolis Star wrote that “Fisher had
mounted the hill with his iron
steed and at the top a wagon
loomed in his path. Dodging the wagon the car struck a
chuck hole and it threw Fisher’s
mechanic out of his seat and
he landed on Fisher’s back. The
mechanic attempted to hold
onto Fisher and this caused the
driver to lose control of the car.
The car landed in the ditch, but
Mr. Fisher and the mechanic
escaped with a few bruises.”

On March 17, 1906, the
Indianapolis News wrote: “The
Michigan Hill in winter is
carefully avoided by all autoists
leaving or entering the city
because of its bad condition. In
places where wagons have made
great ruts, the road is almost
impassable.”

The sport of hill climbing continued to grow and on March
24, 1908. 100 automobiles of
every design gathered at the
bottom of the Michigan Hill to witness the events arranged by
the Indiana Automobile Club. The race was divided into five
events. The apportionment was made on the selling price of the
car. The course was four-tenths of a mile with a 100-yard flying
start and the best time in practice was 38 seconds.

Horses and wagons used the
hill daily. It was considered
a four-horse hill. Two horses
could not pull a full wagon up the steep incline.

The Indianapolis News on Feb. 20, 1906, wrote that “A new
departure in automobile circles will be a hill-climbing contest. It
was arranged by the automobile manufactures of Indianapolis to
take place on the old Michigan Hill. While Indianapolis stands
first in the ranks of automobile manufactures, it has never yet
had an exhibition or contest, except the contests for stock cars at
the Fairgrounds several months ago.”

Interest in the Michigan Road hill climb lasted from about 1905
through 1909. After that, the cars were built with more power
and the hill, having been “cut down” through the years, was less
of a challenge.

Michigan Hill was becoming more popular each day for the hillclimbing activities and was recognized as being the best test for
new cars that a dealer could make. In April 1906, Charles Talbot,
a representative of the Franklin Automobile Company, arrived
in the city from Lima, Ohio, making the trip in the fast time of
nine hours. The distance was more than 166 miles. Eleven gallons of gasoline and six pints of oil were consumed. He raced in
the hill climb that day and placed second.

In April 1909, C.E. Miller, captain of the Stoddard-Dayton
racing team, came to Indianapolis. He went up and over the stillunpaved Michigan Hill at a speed of 73 miles per hour. Miller
visited the new motor speedway west of the city, which was being
constructed, and he was enthusiastic over the plans. He predicted
that the greatest racing the world has ever known would be had
on the Indianapolis course.
In 1922, part of Michigan Road and the Michigan Hill received
its first paving.

Many automobile companies entered their cars in the hill climbs.
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