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hat Wynnedale must have looked like 75 -100 years ago? 

It is easy to think that the Wynnedale we know is the Wynnedale where Mr. Wynne first  
bought 8 acres in 1909 but the history books tell the real story. The city of Indianapolis at that 
time was not more than two to three square miles so driving to Wynnedale was really going out 
to the country. A trip from downtown, which takes us about 15 minutes would have been 
perhaps an hour’s drive, mainly on dirt roads. From what we have learned when Mr. Wynne 
first bought his land (a second 15 acres was purchased in 1922), the area was still mostly farm 
land and forests. A few very large homes like the elegant Holcomb estate and gardens just up 
Cold Spring Road to the northeast were built in 1918-1919. To the south was the Allison 
mansion which was built in 1911 as a private home but later sold in 1936 to the Sisters of St. 
Francis. That beautiful home became the first building of the then new Marian College, 
established in 1937. Records show, however, that by about 1860 all land from what is now 
Kessler West Drive, east to Cold Spring Road was privately owned. Over the last century the 
names of many streets/roads have been changed. 38th Street was known in the late 1800s-1910 
as Maple Road and Cold Spring was called Meyers Free Gravel Road at least until 1920. I 

suspect that after the first three 
mansions were built (Allison, Stokely & 
Campbell), their owner’s influence was 
responsible for the road acquiring the 
more elegant name of  Cold Spring Road.

Until 1962 there was no 38th Street 
bridge so the dirt and often muddy 
road called Meyers Free Gravel 
Road(Cold Spring) was the main 
north/south route on this side of the 
river.  To get to Wynnedale you had
to cross the river downtown at either    
                   (continued - Page 2)  
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Downtown Indianapolis in 1905 (just a few 
years after Mr. Wynne built his home in 
Wynnedale), still a horse and buggy town.

In 1904, The Wright Brothers 
made the first flight lasting more 
than five minutes on November 9 
in Kitty Hawk, N.Carolina.
The first gasoline powered cars 
started being sold in 1902, first 
dealership in Indy opened in 
1905 by Carl Fisher.

Washington, Michigan or 10th Street (before 1907) or the 30th Street bridge (after 1907) then drive north on Meyers Free 
Gravel Road/Cold Spring Road (a very bumpy and often muddy trip), which then took you to what was then Mr. Wynne’s 
home. Even in 1889 the area was marked Wynn on maps but that might have just indicated ownership. There were still a 
scattering of farms in the area but few  records have been found as to who owned what and how much land. The Dave and 
Nancy Kriplen home just west of Wynnedale on 42nd Street, which is about 100 years old, is a remodeled and expanded 
version of an earlier farmhouse (probably late 1800s) on the same property. The abstracts which most Wynnedale residents 
have goes back to 1827 and indicates who owned what acreage/lot for nearly 175 years.

The house believed to be the first in this area known as Wynnedale was built in about 1895 and part of it is still standing at 
the corner of 42nd and Wynnedale Road., now owned by Joe and Diana Mahoney. Although there are no records showing 
the exact date that Mr. Wynne built his home at 2110 42nd Street and Knollton, the 1904 map at the Historical Society 
shows this area marked as Wynn, so we will assume the home was constructed a year or more before then. Between 1910 
and 1930 a few more of the larger homes in Wynnedale were built, (two lots given to T. N. Wynne’s daughters as well as 
one existing home given by Thomas Neil Wynne to a daughter), with the biggest building “boom” starting after the town 
was incorporated in 1939 by Thomas Neil Wynne, the son of  Thomas A. who had died in 1924. 

1900 - 1939 An exciting time in both Indianapolis and Wynnedale’s growth
The key to progress started with mud and Carl Fisher who brought the first automobiles to Indianapolis in 1905. As the 
earliest dirt roads evolved into “cordoroy” (logs laid in long horizontal rows filled in with sand) and a few years later to 
crushed stone more and more development took place in the Wynnedale area. The very first cars manufactured in 1894 
were expensive and owned by few but the rich. Overland travel was still the province of the train. But within ten to fifteen 
years cars in increasing numbers made their debut to life in Indianapolis (see photo below left). The airplane was 
developing at the same time. It is clearly evident that Mr. Thomas A. Wynne was in the right place at the right time in 
history as he was in the vanguard of civic leaders. He was instrumental in the development of electric power for the city. 
By the time Wynnedale was officially incorporated as a town in 1939 so much of the groundwork needed for economic 
development had been laid by T.A. Wynne, his son T.N. Wynne and their contemporaries.

Indianapolis native Carl Fisher, 
more than anyone else, according 
to Hoosier writer John Bartlow 
Martin, “symbolized the 
glorification of the automobile in 
Indiana.” He is shown below in 
one of the very first automobiles 
and very first races that predated 
the 500 track (which he was also 
involved in developing) 1909. 
That same year T.A. Wynne 
purchased his property in 
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Thomas Alfred Wynne was Canadian by birth but his family moved to Vermont shortly 
after he was born in August of 1863. A few years later they moved to Port Henry, N.Y. 
where Tom received most of his early education. The family again moved on to 
Minnesota where, at the age of twelve, Tom was already working for the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul railroad. 

Like many young visionaries of his generation he saw opportunity and by 15 was working 
within the electric power industry in Minnesota. In 1887 he married his first cousin 
Isabella Neil and they moved to Indianapolis. In 1888 and 1890 the Wynnes were 
blessed with two sons, Leslie Bernard and Thomas Neil Wynne. 

It was around this time that they built their home on 42nd Street 
in what is now Wynnedale. 

As Indianapolis was in its infancy Thomas Wynne was one of the 
first men involved in the development of the electrical industry of 
this city. In1892 he was instrumental in the organization of what 
is now the Indianapolis Power and Light Company. Under his 
direction the first power plant of the Indianapolis Light and 
Heat(early name of IPL) was constructed. Among others he 
directed the installation of power for Union Station and St. Mary-of-theWoods College in 
1888. He rose to vice president and treasurer the last 14 years of his career. 

Fifteen years after the death of his first wife in 1891 Tom married Mary Florence 
Watterson. They had no children. Wynne continued to be a vital civic leader throughout 
his life. He served as a member and/or leader of many organizations. He was a founder 
of the old Indianapolis Athletic and Canoe Club and helped foster many amateur sports 
clubs.

In a published tribute to him at the time of his death it was said: “It would be impossible 
to emphasize the great part Thomas Wynne played in the development of IPL. He was a 
loyal citizen, public spirited and a hard-working booster for civic good.”
 

Who Was 
Thomas A. Wynne?
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Original Holcomb 
mansion - built 1919

The Allison Mansion built 
in 1911 was the first 
building for the new  
Marian College which 
opened in 1937.

The Knoll Condominiums 
built in 1962

38th Street Bridge - built 
1960-62 , first opens in time for 
the 1962 State Fair

Oldest house in Wynnedale 
at  2291 Wynnedale Rd. - 
built around1895 (still there)

Thomas A. Wynne’s   original 
house - shown about  1930
 built in circa 1905

Home of Thomas Neil 
Wynne (son of) 
Thomas A. Wynne
circa 1900
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Note: The events in this early history of 
Wynnedale pertain to just South Wynnedale. 
Most of the area now called North Wynnedale 
did not start being developed until after 1970. 
We will be publishing that history in a future 
issue of the newsletter as it becomes available.

Rommel house-
Built in late 1800s

House at 4211 Knollton, 
built in the second wave 
of new homes in 1928
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Leslie Bernard Wynne Jr.    
 1920-2009

married Lorena Gouaux  
Wynne

1927-2013 

Thomas Alfred Wynne
1863-1924

Ist Wife - Mary Isabelle 
Thomas  Neil  Wynne

1868-1891

Dr.  Thomas Arthur 
Wynne    

 1919-2002
married Jeanne Arline 

Wynne
1921-2007  

SON:
 Leslie Bernard  Wynne

1888-1975
married - Catherine Marie 

Basso Wynne
1886-1960

No children

Jane Wynne Wright
1916-1964

married Dr. J. Wm. Wright 
 1916-1994  

Martha Wynne Burke  
1922-2013

married George J. Burke
1921-1983 

Mary Elizabeth Wynne 
Morrison 1917-2008 

married - Don A. Morrison 
Jr.  1916-2010 

Thomas Neil Wynne Jr. 
1919-2007

married - Jean Stewart 
Wynne    

 1921-1993  

John W. Wynne    
 1933- 

married  Barbara Wynne
1933-

Grandchildren         

Grandchildren

SON:
Thomas Neil Wynne

1890-1953
married Hazel Black 

Wynne
1891-1971

2nd. Wife - Mary Florence      
Watterson Wynne

1874-1964  
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BIG M                          By Mary Beth Schneider

He may be the most frequent visitor to your home you have never met. He's Mc, the 
postman who has been delivering mail to Wynnedale for nearly 20 years.

	 Big Mc Leo McElroy, now 64, is an Indianapolis native who lives across White 
River from Wynnedale, in the Butler-Tarkington neighborhood. McElroy, who goes by 
Mc, has been a postman since April 1978, and hopes to be still delivering mail for at 
least three more years.

 McElroy said he decided to join the postal service when the first of his two 
daughters was born. "It sounded like something I maybe should get into because it 
had good -- what's the word people use? -- security. I was working at a grocery store 

and everybody will tell you that's not a secure job. So I took the post office exams, waited about a year and a half and 
finally got called. I've been there ever since."

 Postal workers get to seek plum routes based on seniority, and McElroy said he decided to seek Wynnedale in 
the 1990s, gaining it in 1997. He gained it - and lost the Golden Hill area and Indianapolis Museum of Art, which had 
been his original routes -- thanks to a change of zip codes. "In 1996, they changed the zip code from 46208 to 46228. 
They told me then I couldn't have a route with two zip codes," McElroy said. "I had to be on one side of  the river."

 With the exception of a couple years around 2000, when routes briefly changed, McElroy has carried mail to 
this neighborhood ever since. In all, McElroy delivers mail and parcels to 710 residences -- both in his white postal 
truck through this neighborhood and by foot through condominiums and apartments. That means a long day. It begins 
at 8:30 a.m. and -- officially at least -- ends at 5 p.m.

 Does he finish at 5 p.m.? "Of course not," McElroy said with a laugh. "You ask the people who live in The 
Knoll. I get over there at 5, 5:30. They see me in the dark over there."

 The size of the route, and the time it takes to complete, makes McElroy's approach to his job all the more 
amazing: Whenever possible, he takes the time to bring packages to people's doors or to their back porches, even though it 
means getting out of his truck and consuming more precious time. "I try my best," McElroy said. "I think it's safer that 
way, instead of leaving them out front where people coming down the street notice them. There have been in the past 
people who have followed UPS drivers and stolen packages."

 He's seen the neighborhood change, as residents moved out and new families moved in -- and he can name the 
residents of each home. Mail has changed, too, with fewer personal letters. The strangest thing he's delivered? He's not 
sure what it was, but it smelled really bad! A package sent from Korea apparently contained a food item that had leaked. 
"It was an awful odor. I had to hurry up and get rid of it! I dropped that off as my first delivery," McElroy said. 'It was 
one of  the worst! Oooh, Lord!."

 "But I really can't complain," McElroy said. "There are a lot of  nice people."

 And Wynnedale stands out at least for one thing that matters to postmen: Snow removal that clears a reachable 
path to the mailboxes, something that has been especially important in this year's heavy snows.

 "I don't know who is in charge of your snowplow, but if you ever see him, tell him the mailman says, 'Thank 
you.' Wynnedale does a beautiful job for me to get up to those mail boxes. I'm not kidding," he said, saying some parts 
of his route north of Wynnedale are, well, "awful."  So awful, he said, that a couple times he was unable to deliver mail 
there. "I turned straight around and headed straight to Wynnedale."

 McElroy says that if he could start all over again, he'd still choose to be a mailman and would pick Wynnedale as 
part of  his route. "I really enjoy my route," he said. "I've been blessed to have Wynnedale. There's nice people there." 
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Reported by John Kincaid
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Reported by Charlotte Talley

The members of the Wynnedale Town Council are:  Judy Hall ( President), Jarnell Burks-Craig 
( Clerk-Treasurer), Janet Gibson, Fritz Hohlt, John Kincaid & Vimal Mehta.   

The council meets monthly at 7 pm on the 2nd Wednesday at Jarnell Craig’s home, 4346 
Hidden Orchard Lane. All town residents are welcome to attend. (Come in the driveway kitchen 
door and go down the stairway to the basement. If you come to the front door your presence 
will be unintentionally not detected.) The meetings usually last about an hour. Judy Hall 
assembles the agenda for the meetings and residents wishing to place an item on the agenda 

should contact her at JHall2230@aol.com or 291-3284 before the meeting. The minutes of the council meetings are 
available on the Wynnedale website www.Wynnedale.org. There is usually a one month delay between the meeting 
and the availability of the minutes on the web site.

Jarnell Craig’s good work as the Town’s Clerk-Treasurer on migrating the budgeting process from paper to the computer 
based system the state of Indiana has adopted has greatly clarified this somewhat historically murky process.  Getting 
this done required many hours of work by her.  

Town Council projects for 2014 include:  

.  publishing an updated directory of town residents    

.  providing the dumpsters for house and garage clean 
ups in early June  

.  repaving the Knollton Road / 42nd Street entrances to 
the town

.  Seal coating the streets in the north part of town

.  Improving the storm water drainage inlets on the 
south side of the Wynnedale & Roland Road intersection 

.  Improving the appearance and quality of plantings in 
the Bird Sanctuary area at the Knollton Road dead end  

Elmon Myers - A Special Neighbor - 100 Years Young

	
Elmon Myers was born on Thursday, March 12, 1914 in Louisville, Kentucky to Louis G. and 
Leora B. Myers. There were a total of 17 children born to these parents, but only 10 lived to be 
adults. The family moved north and settled in Indianapolis. In order to attend the church of their 
choice, they had to travel in horse and buggy, or walk across town. Eventually the Myers family, 
along with other persons saw the need for a church closer to them, so they established Trinity 
C.M.E. Church. As a charter member of this church, Elmon will be a member 90 years. Elmon 
was married to the late Lois Knox Myers for almost 70 years. Together they had three children.

Before Elmon graduated from Crispus Attucks High School, he began working in the construction 
business with his father. He continued in this business for the next 60 plus years. 

Mr. J.W. Starks and Elmon Myers purchased property in the Cold Spring Heights area in 1969 and were instrumental in 
the development of the subdivision which was divided into 35 individual lots and sold in the 1970s located beginning on 
the corner of 44th and Knollton Road. This area is now referred to as New Wynnedale.

Elmon Myers was instrumental in subcontracting the building of houses on these lots into a lovely area that still today has 
held its own distinguished looks and value. Elmon built his own home in Wynnedale in the 70’s. Two of his children and 
their families also built their homes and presently live in the area.

On Wednesday, March 12, Elmon Myers will join the ranks of a Centenarian when he celebrates his 100th birthday.

mailto:JHall2230@aol.com
mailto:JHall2230@aol.com
http://www.wynnedale.org
http://www.wynnedale.org


AREA PHOTOS
 in the “Good Old Days”

Cons truct ing Kess ler  Boulevard
1924

River s ide Park -  1906
near 30th Street

Page 8 

	

 	

 	

    By 1910 the service expanded into Pike 
Township through land that now belongs to the Indianapolis Museum 
of Art. 



Greetings, Gratitudes   Goodbyes

A big thank you to Kristen Koers who hosted the Christmas ladies open house and tea on December 8th.  It was such fun to 
relax, sample so many delicious holiday treats and just get to know each other better, something our busy lives don’t give us 
the opportunity to do often enough. 

COLD WEATHER THANK YOUS  Gratitudes go to kind hearted neighbors who offered a hot meal and even 
overnight accommodations to some of the cold residents who shivered through two days and almost two full nights 
without power. It was way below zero outside and hovering around 30-40 inside for the whole block between Wilshire 
and Wynnedale/Cold Spring to Knollton. Fireplaces just couldn’t do the job.

The Wynnedale News & Views is produced through the 
volunteer efforts of many residents interested in better 
communication within the town. Overall writing, layout and 
production are handled by Sue Gilfoy & Cheri Moore with 
coordination provided by Janet Gibson. 

Submissions of articles by any/all residents are 
encouraged and welcomed but must be approved by the 
Wynnedale Town Council  before publication. Please 
contact Janet at 293-5597or Sue at 295-9903 for more 
information.

Beurt R. SerVaas, father of Wynnedalean Joan SerVaas died February 2nd 
after bouts in the last year with pneumonia and a respiratory infection. He was 
94. Mr. SerVaas was a long time neighbor to Wynnedale living adjacent to the 
Fitness Farm, located on the NW corner of Wynnedale, where many of us 
enjoy playing tennis and walking the paths around the numerous trees that Mr. 
SerVaas grafted and planted. Mr. SerVaas was a successful serial 
entrepreneur, but his most lasting mark on Indianapolis was his leadership role 
in the formation of Uni-Gov. He served 40 years as a council member. In 1975, 
he was elected president of the expanded council and served in that role for 27 
years. He is survived by his wife of more than 60 years, Dr. Cory SerVaas, 89, 

and by five children, 19 grandchildren and two great-granddaughters.

Another thank you to Celestine DeTrana for hosting the after 
caroling’s party - a yearly tradition that was enjoyed by many 
Wynnedale families. As more young families move into 
Wynnedale we hope to see this annual event grow. It is such a 
fun way for the children in Wynnedale to make new friends. 

A warm greeting to the newest little addition to the 
Wynnedale community - Warner Parsons Mitchell - son of 
Matt & Elizabeth Mitchell, 4211 Knollton, who was born 
November 22, 2013. Welcome to the neighborhood!

&

Left: one month  Right: three months

A New Directory      “The new Wynnedale phone book is here!”
Well, almost. We are preparing the new Wynnedale directory. Two of our council members have recently 
collected information for the directory (thank you everyone), but there are just a few unanswered questions that 
I need before we actually go to print. I will be calling on a couple of you to confirm info, so please don’t be 
alarmed by the middle aged man with a clip board. Also, if you have any special requests (omit the e-mail 
address, un-list a number, etc.), please contact me at TimNeed@hotmail.com. . . . .Thanks Tim Need
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All the historical information that we have shared with you in this issue of the 
newsletter is just the tip of the Wynnedale area historical iceberg that several 
residents have spent countless hours researching and collecting. If you are 
interested in seeing more of this information it will be available on the 
Wynnedale website within a month and will be added to as more is made 
available. (www.Wynnedale.org)

Sue Rice has been so instrumental in researching this Wynnedale history that 
she has been been officially appointed the town’s historian by the council. As 
future decades go by all this data will provide valuable information for those 
wanting to know more about our history. If you have history related 
information to contribute to this project please contact her.

Last, but not Least. . . . The 
WYNNEDALE PARK REPORT     

This past week a small group of gardeners met to continue 
discussion on improving the bird sanctuary park at the end of 
Knollton Road. It was agreed that we want the park to be a 
more inviting place for residents to enjoy as well as attracting 
birds and bees. 

The group will meet in the park, weather permitting, in the 
next week or so to do a walk through prior to laying out a 
more comprehensive plan. A diagram of the group’s 
recommendations will be prepared by committee member Ann 

Hildner, a registered landscape architect. The committee will then put together their recommendations for 
plantings which will be taken to the town council for their approval.

Suggestions for various plants appropriate for a mostly shaded park included service berry bushes, 
dogwood trees, hydrangea, bulbs and hostas. If possible, considerations would also be given to a picnic 
table, some bird houses or feeders and possibly a bench that would give residents a place to meet, play or 
have a picnic. All agreed that whatever plants are chosen should provide as much color as possible with 
also as low maintenance as possible.   

Since a budget for these improvements is limited we hope to utilize as many free plantings as possible. We 
already have one source for free hostas but welcome other contributions from any Wynnedale residents 
who have plants they want to divide and donate or just get rid of. Of course donations to help purchase 
bushes or trees would be welcome. 

If anyone with a gardening interest would like to join in this effort please contact either Marilyn McCombs, 
Sue Gilfoy, Janet Gibson, Ann Hildner or Cathy Middaugh. We welcome your involvement. It is hoped that 
the group will have a plan to present to the town council by April with May as a starting date to begin 
work.

We look forward to a spring, summer and fall of new beauty in our little gem of a park.  A community 
encouraging our love of nature will benefit all in Wynnedale. 
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