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Artwork is by Nick Hartstock who is five and lives on Wynnedale Road.  
He attends Sycamore School and can’t wait for Santa to bring him lots of presents.



2

NCHS Counterpoints to  
Christmas Carol in Wynnedale
by Sue Rice 

Counterpoints is the top choir at North Central High School. They 
have been named Runner-up or Grand Champion for State Show 
Choir for the past 10 years. Kim Bower at 2125 Wynnedale Road is 
hosting their caroling party on December 21st at 6:30. Counterpoints 
will begin caroling around Wynnedale around 7:00. Please leave your 
porch light on if you would like to have the carolers sing at your home. 
The expected route is Wynnedale, Roland, Wilshire, Knollton then back 
to Wynnedale. Call Kim at 317-453-7560 (cell) with any questions or 
special requests

Are you ready to commit to an all-volunteer member organi-
zation? Please consider Assistance League® of Indianapolis. 
Their largest program is “Operation School Bell®” which 
includes “Operation Shoes” and “Beyond the Bell”. 

This fall they were able to provide a complete school wardrobe 
to about 3,400 school-aged children from IPS, Lawrence, Pike, 
Warren and Washington Townships. Additional programs of-
fered are Assault Survivor Kits, ALI Friends and ALI Bears. 

Visit their website for more information or give Linda Ranger 
a call to learn more since she has been a volunteer of Assis-
tance League of Indianapolis since 2004.  

Website: ALindy.org 

Membership consists of over 200 women giving their time all 
year round to make all of the programs successful. It is a great 
way to make new friends. New ideas and expertise are always 
welcome to keep our organization vital.

The next introduction to AL for prospective new members is a 
coffee scheduled for Tuesday, January 17, 2016 at 10 am to 12 
noon. Let Linda know if you would like to attend so she can 
pass on your name and contact information to the member-
ship chairman, Barb Zurek or contact Barb directly at Mem-
bership@ALindy.org. 

Linda Ranger: LJRanger@gmail.com

Volunteer Work   
by Linda Ranger

Wynnedale Chili Cook-off
by Linda Ranger

Jim and Leigh Purcell hosted this year’s Chili Cook-off.  This 
fun, annual event was well-attended with many great chili entries 
as well as side dishes of salads and desserts.  The fire pits were 
greatly appreciated since it was a cool evening.  Linda Ranger 
was the proud winner for the Best Chili Award for the first time.  

After entering her usual recipe so many times in year’s past, this 
time she used her left over North Carolina barbeque pulled pork 
for the meat and added beans and seasonings to achieve a chili 
flavor.  She was pleased that it turned out delicious and the  
attendees agreed.

Leigh and Jim Purcell Linda Ranger and Jim Purcell Frank Messina



3



4

NEIGHBORS

Kendra and Chase Wilson welcomed a new daughter, June Elizabeth Wilson to their 
family Friday, October 21, 2016 at 11:39 am.  At birth she weighed 6 lbs - 14 oz and was 
19.5 inches long.  She is healthy and happy and Marshall (age 2) loves being a big brother.

Bruce and Linda Ranger are grandparents again with the birth of Maxwell 
Oliver Ranger on October 5, 2016 to their son Douglas (who grew up in 
Wynnedale) and Katie Ranger.  At birth he weighed 7 lbs - 5 oz and was 
20.75” long.  Now they have three kids under the age of 5, Will, Ella and 
Max.  This will keep Grandma and Grandpa hopping.

Martin Marion lives at 2120 Wynnedale Road and has been our neighbor 
for four years. You have not seen him often as he works many different shifts 

as an air traffic controller. He has chosen to move to Washington State where he has 
bought a boat on which he plans to live and to continue his job in this new beautiful 
location. He has his home for sale. Good luck Martin.

Janet Gibson traveled to Chicago just in time for the big Cubs 
parade where 5 million people celebrated their win of the World 
Series.  Schools were dismissed, businesses closed and all of Chicago was in Cubs 
gear along with much of the world.  To the left is a photo of Janet’s son Keith 
and his family in the celebration “W” attire.

Candice Crowder is a F. C. Tucker Real Estate Broker and a 2015 President’s 
Club Member. She is available to serve all your real estate needs. As a fellow 
Wynnedale Resident, she is committed to the continued appreciation of  
Wynnedale property values and our neighborhood’s excellent reputation. She 
is committed to bringing passion, integrity and experience to clients that are 
interested in selling, buying or building residential real estate. E-mail: candice.

crowder33@gmail.com  317.956-0985 (c)

Need tree work done?  Sue Rice highly recommends Rafaela Cervantes and her husband Joel for any 
tree removal and/or trimming.  They are also available to snow plow your driveway this winter and can 
be hired to remove leaves from your property. They have done excellent work in Wynnedale for many 
of our residents and their prices are very reasonable. They have a chipper and will take away any wood 
you do not want. They rake and clean up the cutting area with great care. They can be reached at tel: 
765.772.8242

Contact Linda Ranger at LJRanger@Gmail.com to add family news and events you would like included in 
the next edition of the Wynnedale News Tidbits.

Wynnedale News Tidbits
By Linda Ranger

On October 9, 2016, Pope Francis 
named 17 new cardinals.  Three were 
from the United States including In-
dianapolis’ Archbishop Joseph Tobin. 
At this time, there are only 19 cardi-
nals in the United States. Immediately 
below the Pope in the hierarchy of the 
Catholic Church are the cardinals. The 
primary responsibility of a cardinal 
is to elect a new pope when a pope 
dies or abdicates the papacy. Cardinal 
Tobin has been pastoral leader of the 

Archdioceses of Indianapolis since October 18, 2012. Tobin had 
been the No. 2 in the Vatican office for religious orders for only 

two years when in 2012, then-Pope Benedict XVI sent him back 
to the U.S. to head the Indianapolis Archdiocese. He will be the 
first Archbishop to become a cardinal while serving in this post 
in Indianapolis. Cardinal Joseph E. Ritter had served as  Arch-
bishop of Indianapolis, but he was elevated to Cardinal only after 
being transferred to serve as Archbishop of St. Louis. 

He made a trip to Rome on November 19, 2016 when the Pope 
was scheduled to elevate the new cardinals at a formal ceremony. 

Sadly, Cardinal Tobin will soon be moving to become the leader 
of the Archdioceses of Newark, New Jersey. At this time, Cardi-
nal Tobin’s residence away from the church is in Wynnedale. The 
beautiful home located at 4320 Cold Spring Road has belonged 
to the Archdioceses of Indianapolis since 1937.

Archbishop Tobin Named Cardinal by Pope Francis
by Sue Rice and Sophia Casey

June Elizabeth Wilson 
born October 21

Bruce & Linda Ranger’s 
grandchildren  
on Halloween

Janet Gibson’s family  
celebrating Cub’s win
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John Hurt and Mary Findling 
traveled in April to the Kingdom of 
Bhutan. They have friends who are 
very knowledgeable about orchids and 
are active in making films all over the 
world about these beautiful flowers. 
John and Mary decided to go with 
them on a scouting trip to Bhutan.

Bhutan is located on the southern 
slope of the Eastern Himalayas, 
surrounded by China and India. 
The country is about the size of 
Switzerland with a population of 
only 750,000. Nearly 100% of the 
population is Buddhist. They saw 

many Buddhist temples and monasteries – religion plays a very 
large role in the society. Killing is not allowed – there is no hunt-
ing and no fishing. No one can own a gun. Believe it or not, many 
Bhutanese do not even kill insects or rats. They trap rats and 
release them in the wild. 

English is the second language of Bhutan, and the younger gener-
ation is quite fluent. Its political system recently changed from an 
absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy with an elected 
National Assembly. King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck is 
the current king and is beloved by the people. Nearly everyone in 
Bhutan has met the king at some time during their life – he, and 
his father before him, have worked hard to make sure all citizens 
of Bhutan receive a good education and good health care. Bhutan 
is a member of the United Nations.

Many say that the Bhutanese people are the happiest people on 
earth. Indeed, the government measures “gross national happi-

ness” as opposed to “gross national product.” The country has net 
zero gas emissions because the small amount of pollution it cre-
ates is absorbed by the forests that cover most of Bhutan. Because 
Bhutan gets most of its energy from hydroelectric power, it does 
not emit significant greenhouse gases for energy production.

The national sport is archery, and Bhutan sent an archery team to 
the recent summer Olympics in Brazil. Nearly everyone partici-
pates in the sport whether using a compound bow or long bow. 
The target is much smaller than we see here – it’s astonishing that 
they can ever hit it from a distance of about 130 yards!!

The flight into Bhutan is quite a thrill and purported to be the 
most treacherous landing on earth. There is only one runway at 
the international airport in Paro. Flights can only land in the 
morning because of the afternoon wind. The planes come in 
through a narrow valley between the mountains. There are only 
nine pilots in the world who are certified to land and take off in 
Bhutan. In leaving Bhutan, we were able to see Mount Everest in 
the distance from the airplane window. 

Tourism is a major source of income for Bhutan. You must 
obtain a visa and travel with a government approved guide and 
pay a daily flat fee (including all hotel 
rooms and food). Many tourists do treks 
through the country – quite challenging 
at 16,000 feet for sure. 

It would be impossible to adequately 
describe the beauty of Bhutan. Our 
friends, the filmmakers, produced a 
trailer that can be found at: https://you-
tu.be/v6682M_0YTU. It’s only fourteen 
minutes long and well worth watching! 
Enjoy the beauty of Bhutan!

Mel and Robyn Harder moved into 
2115 Wilshire Road last February. After 
condo living on both Mass Avenue and 
the Old Northside for many years, both 
wanted a change. The search for the new 
home brought them to 2115 Wilshire 
Road. They knew immediately that they 

had to have it. After dating for close to ten years, they finally tied 
the knot this past May at the IMA gardens and honeymooned 
this past October in Italy. 

Both are very close to their families and enjoy spending time  
with their families. Mel was born and grew-up for most of his 
childhood in Jasper, IN. He is the youngest of three brothers. Mel 
has been involved with motorsports industry for his entire life. 
After 20 years at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, he moved to 
Austin, Texas to work for the Circuits of the Americas Formula 
1 track. He has since moved back to Indianapolis and works for 
Chip Ganassi Racing on the IMSA Sports Car Program.

Robyn was born in Peru, IN. She has two older brothers. Her 
family still lives on the farm where she was raised. Robyn has 
spent her career in the communications field. From public  
relations firms, to a publishing company and the beauty industry. 
She now works for herself as a freelance writer. 

They moved to the neighborhood with two other family  
members, Bianca who is a white Pomeranian and Odin their 
rescued Doberman. Sadly Odin passed away very suddenly in 
September of this year. They will be welcoming a new red  
Doberman in early December; Nico will be his name. 

Fun facts: Mel is a racing entusiast (obviously), has a passion 
for motocycles and is a great lover of ice-cream or any desserts. 
Robyn loves cooking, gardening and a good gin & tonic. They 
both look forward to getting to know their Wynndale neighbors 
better and hosting future get-togethers.

Mel Harder: 317-506-0301; mharder6@gmail 

Robyn Harder: 765-427-7710; rgretzin@gmail.com

Meet Our New Neighbors  by Sue Rice

Trip to the Kingdom of Bhutan - Land of the Thunder Dragon
by Mary Findling
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Below are two articles from the Indianapolis Star newspaper. 
In the article dated June 9, l903, Thomas A.Wynne is the sub-
ject of an article about politics. He was on the City Council 
and apparently a popular person in Indianapolis. On June 

26, 1903, despite becoming president of the City Council, he 
had the misfortune of having his horse and buggy stolen for 
the third time. The following two articles relate the details of 
these events.

BITS AND PIECES OF TRIVIA  
FOR WYNNEDALE AND SURROUNDING AREA  

Frank Flanner, of Flanner and Buchanan, built the house he named “Singing Pines” on the bluff where Wilshire Road meets Cold Spring Road. This 
house, at 4315 Cold Spring Road, is now owned by Brad and Cindy Quinn. Annually he invited the residents of Wynnedale to a picnic on his property. 

On the north end of the Flanner lot stood a small frame house where Ulysses and May Akers and their daughter Bessie lived. The Akers were the first 
black family in the area. When the Flanners died and the property was sold, the Akers had to move, and they were truly missed. 

WYNNEDALE HISTORYThomas Wynne in the News
by Sue Rice, Wynnedale Historian

The Wynnedale News Team 
by Sue Rice

The members of the Wynnedale News Team are: Mary Beth 
Schneider, Cheri Moore, Janet Gibson, Charlotte Talley, Linda 
Ranger, Judy Hall and Sue Rice. Each of us is listed in the Town 
of Wynnedale Directory.

You may call or email any of us if you have an article, photog-

raphy, birth or death notice, a thank-you note or any family 
milestone you would like to share with your neighbors.

Better yet, join us! We encourage and welcome any participation 
in the paper. If anyone needs an additional directory call Janet 
Gibson at (317) 293-5597. 


