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The Fitness Farm will again have 
the kids that attend camp offer 
produce for sale on Thursday eve-
nings from about 5 to 7 PM. The 
Fitness Farm is located at 2525 
W. 44th Street. Please contact 
Sarah Adams at 317-459-0149 
or her email  S.Adams@cbhi.org  
to find out about when produce 
sales will begin. Sarah can tell you 
about the programs for purchas-
ing produce and various activities 
at the Farm. Eggs and Maple 
Syrup are available now.

Fitness Farm 
Produce
By Sue Rice
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Through the 51 years that I have lived in 
Wynnedale we have attempted to set up a 
Neighborhood Crime Watch program many 
times. It starts with instructions and advice 
from your local police, selecting a coordinator 
and block captains then assigning an area to 
each captain. You need to know your assigned 
people and their cars. Signs can be added at 
entrances and notices to tell the neighbors 
how they should report a possible crime. Blah, 
Blah, Blah. When someone in the loop moves 
or drops out then POOF, it all falls apart. 
Too many steps, too complicated and too “old 
school”. There are easier options that are just as effective.
All of us should watch out for anything nefarious in our 
neighborhood. Never hesitate to call 911 if you see anything 
you are not comfortable with. Get to know your neighbor’s 
cars. Most of us can see into a backyard or two. Keep your 
eyes open and don’t hesitate to call 911. I have made a 911 
call three times this year and had a man with outstanding 
warrants picked up. After repeating his visit two more times 
with the same results – 911 and jail, I surmised that he may 
have mental issues but that does not mean he was not a pos-

sible danger to the neighbors. Another 
homeowner in New Wynnedale saw a 
car going very slow “casing the place” 
as he put it. He followed it and took 
a cell phone picture of the license tag. 
The stranger noticed him and took 
off very fast never to be seen again. 
He called 911 and gave them the tag 
number. 

Statistics show that most burglaries occur in the summer and 
most are at the back door where the person cannot be seen 

from the street. Our drive around security was 
not in the neighborhood at the moment of 
our last burglary and will most likely never be 
in the neighborhood at the moment of  
another burglary. My argument against the 
drive around security is that of cost vs results. 
His rare presence is less effective than our 
“Sheriff Patrolled” signs.
The burglar has to have a vehicle somewhere 
so look for cars that you are unfamiliar. Take a 
picture. Call 911. 
I have recently learned about the capabilities 
of the smart doorbells. Many of you have seen 

advertisements for this product on television. You are alerted 
on your cell phone when the bell is 
rung or if there is any motion de-
tected in the view of your camera. 
You can speak to and be heard by 
anyone in the vicinity of the door-
bell. You may also put a camera 
with motion sensors on the rear of 
the house. There is a small yearly 
fee for each camera. One company 
charges a yearly fee of $30 for each 
camera. The choice of going Hi-
tech is not too expensive and the 
homeowner can easily make the 
installation. The SafeWise Buyers 
Guide reviews six of the newest 
Smart Doorbells.  
I think we can do a simplified Neighborhood Crime Watch 
by getting to know our neighbors better and keeping our eyes 
open to anything unusual. And don’t hesitate to call 911.

Security in the Neighborhood
An Editorial by Sue Rice

Many small towns in Marion County have given up their sta-
tus as an incorporated town. At that time all services become 
the responsibility of the City of Indianapolis. It is a mistake 
to think that our incorporated town will just continue forever 
if we do not have a continuous functioning Town Council. If 
we give up our sovereignty because of lack of interest in the 
governing of our town the results would be grave.
The city would take over the snow plow duties as they do for 
all other small neighborhoods which would mean plowing 
would rarely or never occur. The care of the esplanade would 
revert to the homeowners adjacent to it. There would be no 
care of the bird sanctuary where we hold our Easter Egg 

Hunt and Labor Day picnic. Flower beds would have to go. 
The city is not going to weed, mulch or water. Sleepy Hollow 
may or may not ever be mowed again. The barrier on Knollton 
could come down and Knollton Road would become a busy 
thoroughfare through Wynnedale. The town would not be the 
wonderful place to live as it is 
now.
All of this could be prevented if 
we had residents willing to help 
our town by running for the 
Town Council. Call me and I’ll 
tell you how.

The Future of Wynnedale
By Sue Rice
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Gavin Rose and Millie Linderson moved to Wynnedale 
in January 2019. They are new homeowners on Paula Lane 
South Drive. Although they have both lived in Indianapo-
lis for a long time, they were excited to find this home. 
Gavin is originally from San Francisco. Also enjoying the 
new home are five dogs: two mutts named Charlie and  
Hayley, a pitbull-Breaky and two labs-Hank and Ruthie.
Gavin works for a local non-profit organization and  
Millie is a registered nurse at Eskenazi Health. Gavin is  
an avid runner and enjoys playing tennis and soccer on  
local recreation teams. 
Millie serves as vice president for a local Labrador rescue 
organization, Love of Labs. 
They both are enjoying the beautiful neighborhood and  
are looking forward to meeting more neighbors.
Written by Charlotte Talley

Serra Ucer Ozgurel and  
Gurkan Ozgurel moved to 
their new home at 4235 Ro-
land Road in April 2019. They 
fell in love with Wynnedale 
because of the Fitness Farm, 
friendliness of the neighbors 
and the beauty of the nature.
Both Serra and Gurkan grew 

up in Turkey and moved after they completed their under-
graduate studies. Gurkan graduated as a Civil Engineer 
and obtained his Master’s degree in Civil Engineering 
from the University of Houston and later obtained a  
Masters of Business Administration degree from the  
University of California at Berkley. 
He received a Certification of Appreciation from the Army 
Corps of Engineers for his work in rebuilding levees in 
New Orleans post Hurricane Katrina.  He manages the 
engineering group at Terracon Consultants.  He lived in 
San Francisco for 10 years where he enjoyed sailing the 
waters of the Bay. He plays basketball, tennis and enjoys 
biking.
Serra graduated from Sabanci University in Turkey with a 
Bioengineering degree and later obtained her PhD degree 
from the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in 
Interdisciplinary Biomedical Sciences. She worked at  
University of Michigan prior to moving to Indiana  

University as a postdoctoral fellow. She enjoys gardening, 
yoga and pottery.
Serra and Gurkan were married and moved to Indianapolis 
in 2017 and they are expecting a baby boy in July.
Serra really looks forward to the harvest from the Fitness 
Farm.

Cheryl Carson and Matt 
Schiffler and their daughter 
became Wynnedalians on 
March 18, 2019 when they 
purchased their new home at 
2101 West 44th Street. With 
an eye toward more space and 
good schools for their two-
year old daughter, the couple 
decided to move from Fletch-

er Place, a nearby neighborhood just east of downtown 
Indianapolis, to their new home. 
Cheryl grew up in Halfax, Nova Scotia, where she received 
her undergraduate degree. Her doctorate is from Western 
University in London, Ontario. A fellowship at Princeton 
University and a job in Boston followed.
Matt was born in Rockford, Illinois but grew up in  
Virginia Beach, Virginia. He earned his degrees from the 
University of Virginia and Harvard.
They met while in Boston. They married a week before  
the April 15, 2013 Boston Marathon bombings which 
happened close to their wedding venue. They were fortu-
nate to be on their honeymoon in Europe at the time the 
bombs went off.
 They lived apart for a while when Matt moved to India-
napolis for his job and Cheryl was able to follow shortly 
afterwards.  Now they are both medicinal chemists at Eli 
Lilly and Company, which Cheryl explained means they 
research ways to improve or create drugs for diseases with 
unmet medical needs. 
In his spare time, Matt enjoys woodworking and playing 
basketball at the goal on their property. Cheryl likes to play 
piano and paint. Because of the numerous plants in their 
huge yard, she feels a need to become more knowledgeable 
about gardening.
Written by Sandy Hudson

NEIGHBORS
Welcome New Neighbors 
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Proud parents, Ryan and Alexa Muich, 2120 Wynnedale Road, welcomed their 
son Luka Griffee Muich on April 6, 2019 weight 6 pounds 9 ounces, 20” long.  
At one-month-old Luka is growing steadily and so do his parents hearts. 

Terry and Julie Magid, 2110 West 42nd Street, celebrated two graduations in 
May. Max graduated from Georgetown University with a double major in phys-
ics and economics. He is traveling this summer to celebrate. Leo graduated from 
Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School. He is working at the Indianapolis Zoo this 
summer and will attend Georgetown University in the fall. 

Julian D. Coleman Jr. passed away on May 5, 2019 in Conroe, Texas.  Julian was 
a long standing educator in the Indianapolis Public School System. Julian and 
Barbara Coleman purchased their Wynnedale home at 4370 Knollton Road in 
1976 and moved from Wynnedale in 2016.

Caroline and Mike Bryan, 2135 Wynnedale Road, organized a wonderful Easter 
egg hunt on April 28, 2019. Many young children and parents met in the Bird 
Sanctuary and enjoyed the activities and refreshments. Pictures were taken in 
front of the Easter egg tree and Each child was given a bag of homemade  
cookies. It was a successful event and we all want to do it again next year.

Talk about early planning.  Robin Harder has already volunteered to host the 
Ladies Tea December 2019. 

John and Evonne Swartzendruber, 2120 Wilshire Road sold their home after 
only a very short time on the market.  We wish them luck on their new ventures.

Not All Heroes Wear Capes: Congratulations to Dr. Chris Callahan our neighbor 
at 4211 Knollton Road. He won an Indianapolis Business Journal (IBJ) Health 
Care Hero award in the physician category March 1st.  Chris was featured in 
a March 1st IBJ article titled 2019 Health Care Heroes: Respect For Seniors 
Set Doctor’s Path.  IBJ’s Health Care Hero Awards recognize individuals and/
or organizations in the central Indiana health care industry who are making a 
significant impact on the quality of healthcare in the Indianapolis metropolitan 
area. The article went on to describe Chris’ 30-year health career as a “senior 
care warrior.”  Chris is the Chief Research & Development Officer at Eskenazi 
Health and founded the Indiana University Center for Aging Research.  Over 
three decades he has won numerous awards recognizing his expertise in geriatric 
care. 

Pat Gallagher, Ph.D. formally of 4235 Roland Road was recently recognized 
with the emerita title of professor of cellular and amp; integrative physiology.  
Gallagher retired from the IU School of Medicine on Friday, March 1, after 
26 years of service to the university. Emerita designation may be awarded upon 
retirement to faculty as recognition of substantial contributions to the university 
in the fields of teaching, research and/or service. Congratulations, Pat, and warm 
wishes for your new life in Hawaii!

Also remember there is the Wynnedale web site: http://www.wynnedale.org/ and 
Nextdoor Wynnedale: https://wynnedale.nextdoor.com which keeps you current on 
everyday happenings including lost pets, items for sale and crime in our town. It is easy 
to sign up for Nextdoor Wynnedale. You can choose the neighborhoods you want to view 
or just keep it to Wynnedale for notifications.

NEIGHBORS
Wynnedale News Tidbits 
Submitted by Linda Ranger

Dr.	Chris	Callahan

Marshall	Wilson

Luka	Muich



5

Girls Inc. of Greater Indianapolis is a 
non-profit organization. Its mission is 
to inspire all girls to be strong, smart, 
and bold. 
This program partners with school and 
community organizations. The focus 
is to offer educational and empower-
ing programs that encourage girls to 
prepare for their future, be proud of 
who they are, and help them get ready 
to take their place in the world.
I would like to introduce my granddaughter, Alexandria 
Geter.  She is 12 years old, a sixth grader and honor roll 
student at Westlane Middle School. Allie is a member of 
Light of the World Christian Church Liturgical Praise 
Dance. She also dances with the T.G. Danz which has 
performed in Indianapolis, Flatrock Camp, Fort Benjamin 
Harrison Performing Arts Center and the DuSable  
Museum of African American History. Allie is also a  
Cadet Girl Scout and has earned several scouting badges.
Allie, has always shown leadership skills and her mother 
thought that Girls Inc. would be a great program to help 
her develop those skills. Allie has been a member of Girls 
Inc. for four years. 
Since joining Girls, Inc., we have watched Allie become 
more confident and articulate. What she loves about  
Summer Camp is the all girl environment and all the 
varied activities. She also enjoyed participating in the Girls 
Inc. Day on Saturday April 13 at IUPUI. This day focuses 
on activities in the fields of science, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM).
This year, Alexandria was selected to participate in the 
Girls Inc. Supergirl program raising awareness of the Girls 
Inc. program opportunities to develop Super Leaders of 
tomorrow. Supergirl is a modern take on the young girl 
who found out at 12 years old that she had superhuman 
abilities. 
Each year, the participants in Young Women in Leader-
ship are given an opportunity to visit our Nation’s Capi-
tol, Washington D. C. for three days of sightseeing and 
learning about our country’s history. Needless to say, we 
were so proud to learn that Allie was selected as one of the 
participants. They visited several museums, the National 
Zoo, the Washington Monument, Lincoln and Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Memorials and so many 
other sites.  The highlight of her trip 
was to visit the White House as well as 
shadow Representative Ayanna Pressley 
member of the United States House of 
Representatives from Massachusetts  
7th Congressional district.
Allie returned with so many pictures 
and stories to tell about this great  
experience.

We are also excited to report that Alexandria has been 
selected to be a youth speaker at the annual fundraising 
event: Touchstone Awards Luncheon. This event will take 
place Thursday, June 20, 2019, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at 
the JW Marriott. For questions regarding this luncheon, 
you may visit the Girls Inc. website or contact Madeleine 
Smith, CFRE, Vice President of Development and Public 
Relations, msmith@girlsincindy.org or (317) 522-2603.
Alexandria can be seen in the WISH-TV press release 
about Girls Inc. of Greater Indianapolis Leadership  
Program. Go to Girls Inc. web site and click on News, 
then scroll down to the WISH video.
Girls Inc. of Greater Indianapolis is truly a program you 
will want to support and encourage girls of all ages and 
diversity to participate.

Girls Inc. of Greater Indianapolis’  
Leadership Program Celebrates 50 Years

by Charlotte Talley
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www.Nextdoor.com is a website you may use to com-
municate with your neighbors. You may join if you live in 
Wynnedale and are confirmed as a resident by our neigh-
borhood “lead”, a neighbor chosen by Nextdoor who can 
verify your residency. You must log in using a password to 
view or send messages.  Instructions to become a member 
can be found when you open the site. There now are 126 
Wynnedale residents who have joined.
The messages sent only go to Wynnedale residents unless 
you choose to send to other neighborhoods (ie if you are 
having a garage sale and want to invite ad-
ditional neighborhoods.) 
Our town web site www.Wynnedale.org 
does not require a log in to enter the site so 
anyone may view the information posted 
there. Only our Wynnedale web master 
can post information onto the site. Many 
residents who have moved away return to 
our site to read The Wynnedale News. By 
selecting “contact” you may leave a message 
for the Wynnedale webmaster. 
Two of the most asked questions about Nextdoor.com are 
“How do I post to only Wynnedale residents?” and “How 
do I receive posts from only Wynnedale residents?

1. Open Nextdoor.com and you will see “Post a  
Message” in the middle of the page. Click on it. 

2. “Choose a category” and this gives you six choices. 
3. Click on the subject you want to address. 
4. Choose neighborhoods then choose “Wynnedale 

126 residents. You may have other choices which are 
not like mine, but to post to Wynnedale just click on 
it. 

5. Type in your subject. An example is “The Wynnedale 
Town Council Meeting” and write your message. 
This will only go to Wynnedale residents who are 
members of Nextdoor. 

If you want to pick which neighborhoods you receive mail 
from, you will see on the opening page “Post a Message”  
located in the four choices at the top right-hand corner. 
Scroll over the icons to see their identification and the 
fourth one will say ‘Profile and Settings.” Click on it. The 
next drop-down box has six choices. Click on “Settings.” 
On this screen you will see five choices. Click on “Nearby 
Neighborhoods.” A box will appear to the right and click 
on “Personalize your list of nearby neighborhoods.” 
You will now see a map on the left which will have 

Wynnedale and of all the surrounding 
neighborhoods. The ones in yellow are the 
ones you now receive posts from. If you 
want to add or delete any neighborhoods 
move to the list at the right of the map. 
Click “Off ” or “On” for neighborhoods  
that you want to receive or delete commu-
nications from. Scroll to make your choice 
of all 28 neighborhoods. At the bottom 
of the list is where you see your choices. 
For example, mine has a yellow box which 

indicates “Your neighborhood 126 members.” In the next 
box marked green, mine says “0 nearby neighbors turned 
on” and finally, in the gray box, it says “28 neighborhoods 
turned off ”. This means that Wynnedale is the only  
neighborhood that I receive communications from.
Now that you have made your choices, posts will only 
come from the neighborhoods you have chosen. Wynne-
dale will be the only neighborhood colored yellow on the 
map unless you have said “Yes” to other neighborhoods.
General posts from the city and state governments are also 
found on all the Nextdoor.com neighborhood sites to alert 
all Marion County residents as a quick way to get their 
messages across to everyone. Advertisements also abound 
on the site for your shopping pleasure. 
I hope this helps.

Nextdoor.com -  Made Simple
By Sue Rice

Buy cloth dish towels, not paper towels: Paper towels are convenient, but they are hard on 
the environment and your wallet. According to the EPA, a third of solid waste in America 
is made up of paper products, and dioxin - which has been linked to birth defects and can-
cer - is a byproduct of the bleaching process used in the production of many paper towels. At 
our house, we discovered that we were typically “ripping through” two or three rolls of paper 
towels every week. That was costing us about $150 per year. Now we invest $20 or so a year in 
cloth dish towels and sponges and skip the paper towels.  –  by Robin Reagan
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In the early 1900’s the new automobile industry was rap-
idly growing and by 1909 there were a total of 36 brands 
made in Indiana. The Marmon car was the most successful 
of these and survived them all. The Marmon Motor Car 
Company grew to be one of Indiana’s major automobile 
manufacturers.

The Marmon Motor Car Company was a 100% Indianapo-
lis business with factories placed in many locations around 
the downtown area. One large manufacturing facility was 

built where Eli Lilly and 
Company sits today. In 1905, 
the Marmon Company 
labeled its car “a mechanical 
masterpiece” and this proved 
to be true. 

Thomas A. Wynne, as a Marmon car owner, wrote an article 
in the Indianapolis Star on February 22, 1914 stating that 
he had registered 50,000 running miles and 22,000 miles on 
his first set of tires. This comment was part of an advertise-
ment for the Marmon car.
Besides excelling in the hill climbing events on the Michi-
gan Road hill near Wynnedale, another test for cars was to 
participate in long tours. The Indiana Automobile Manu-
facturing Association 
promoted tours on 
the Lincoln Highway 
from Indianapolis to 
California. In 1915 
San Francisco was in 
the midst of the Panama Pacific Exposition, a world’s fair 
to celebrate the completion of the Panama Canal. Thomas 
A. Wynne was planning a driving tour and a visit to this 
event with three friends, Norman Perry, George Rubens 
and J. R. Farrell. They 
would be travelling in 
a 1912 Marmon. Three 
of the men left India-
napolis on June 18, 1915 
with plans to pick up 
Thomas A. Wynne in 

Salt Lake City, Utah on their way to California. It turns 
out he did not make the connection to join the group and 
they completed the trip without him. The men had camping 
gear, rope and a tool box all carried on the running boards 
and personal items in the car. They set off on the Lincoln 
Highway for their 3,200-mile tour where they faced the 
aftermath of extraordinary rains in Illinois, Idaho and Ne-
braska. The travelers labored 
through mud, forded streams 
and often became stuck. 
On day one of the trip from 
Peoria to Galesburg, Illinois 
there were five bridges that 
had been washed out. Mr. Farrell was appointed histo-
rian and he related the event. “We got along fine on four 
bridges--hurdling two and driving under the other two but 
the last one was sure a stickler, and to play the game square 
we got stuck. A farmer happened along just at that time 
and we added to our party one hauler with two mules. The 
driving wheels simply went round like a fan in the water 
and mud, so the mules were added and we finally got out.” 
Day two was a repeat of day one with another farmer saving 
the day. Only 196 miles were made that day. When they 
finally reached the mountains, the Marmon 
took the 8,000-foot elevation easily and they 
covered 289 miles in one day. Seventy-two 
miles west of Salt Lake City they entered the 
village of Iosepa, Utah where surprisingly the 
entire population consisted of 200 Hawaiian 
residents. (This is now one of history’s most 
interesting ghost towns.) After travelling 
seventy-six more miles they filled up with gas 
in Fish Springs, Nevada. The town consisted 
of one house and a population of two where father and son 
sold supplies and gas. They paid fifty cents a gallon, the 
highest price paid for gas on the entire trip. The venture 
from Indianapolis to California took them 16 days. At the 
end of their tour the men and their Marmon automobile 
returned to Indianapolis by train. 
Racing was another way for a manufacturer to prove a car’s 
worth. The winning of the first Indianapolis 500 race in 
1911 with Ray Harroun driving the Marmon Wasp was 
a great achievement for the 
Marmon Company.  This car 
can be seen in the Indianapo-
lis 500 museum’s collection  
of race car winners.

The Marmon  
by Sue Rice-Wynnedale Historian

WYNNEDALE HISTORY



8

The Marmon continued
The legacy of these great cars 
was proven recently when 
three Marmon cars sold at 
auction for over one million 
dollars each. An additional 
comment about the Marmon 

car is to note that in 1922 Henry Ford rode to work every 
day in a Marmon. 
The demise of the Marmon Company in 1933 was at-
tributed to the Great Depression, the stock market crash 
and the big auto makers ability to sell more affordable cars. 
The Marmon Company with their exquisite and well- built 
automobiles was not able to compete.

One final prototype was 
built in 1932 but it was too 
late to save the Marmon 
Company. Years later this 
one car was found and sold 
at auction for $891,000.

The Marmon Company continued to make commercial 
vehicles in Indianapolis up to July of 1963, when the plant 
at West Washington and Harding Streets closed.
Thomas A Wynne was a faithful owner of the Marmon 
brand. There was a picture taken in the early 1920’s of one 
of his Marmon cars parked at the end of the pergola by his 
home located at 2110 W. 42nd Street. 

As my youngest will soon complete her elementary years at 
Crooked Creek and my oldest will begin high school at North 
Central this fall. Each step brings a little sadness and a lot of 
excitement about new opportunities. 
In 2016, we passed the school referendum but if you don’t 
have children in Washington Township Schools you may 
be wondering what has been happening. A lot of planning 
and work. “We are so pleased to share with the community, 
updates on the 2016 referendum. Thanks to the overwhelming 
support of you and other residents of Washington Township, 
we made a commitment to increase funding to support the 
over 11,000 students enrolled in our schools. That has resulted 
in more funding to support our outstanding teachers and staff 
and a commitment to use your tax dollars effectively to build 
new schools and to make major renovations to our existing 
schools. Like you, we believe that quality schools contribute 
to the vitality of our Washington Township community.” Dr. 
Nikki Woodson, Superintendent. 
This fall the two new elementary schools, Clearwater at 3575 
E. 79th Street and Willow Lake at 7535 Harcourt Road will 
open. New attendance boundaries can be viewed at https://
www.msdwt.k12.in.us/attendance-boundaries/ although the 
changes don’t affect Wynnedale residents.
Now it’s time to focus on updating the existing schools  
including Crooked Creek Elementary as soon as school is out 
the end of May. These updates include:

• Renovations to eliminate open concept classrooms
• Renovations to add small group spaces
•  Renovations to improve art room
• Renovations to provide appropriate special education  

classrooms
• Renovate current main office area into instructional space
•  Improvements to site circulation for safety
• Additions and renovations to create a secure entrance
• Upgrade fire alarm system
• Add security cameras
• Intercom system improvements
• Playground handicapped accessibility improvements
• Replace roofing system
•  Replace mechanical VAV boxes and air handlers
•  Major renovations to student restrooms
•  Replace wall coverings and floor finishes in corridors
•  Replace gymnasium and cafeteria lighting
•  Upgrade parking lot lighting
•  Furniture upgrades
•  Technology improvements for infrastructure, equipment 

and classroom technology
Renovations to Westlane Middle School will begin in the 
Fall. Look for those updates along with photos from Crooked 
Creek in the next issue of Wynnedale News.

Washington Township Schools Referendum Update 
By Cheri Moore


