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The Wynnedale Council will hold a 
Public Hearing Meeting on Wednes-
day, September 11th, 2019 at 7:00 
pm. to discuss the 2020 budget. The 
Council is requesting that Wynnedale 
residents come prepared to present or 
share any topics of concern or interest.
On October 9th, 2019 at 7:00 pm the 
council will vote on the 2020 budget. 
All residents are invited to attend.
Both meetings will be held at the 
Fitness Farm, 2525 W. 44th Street. 
Please plan to attend. The Council 
looks forward to seeing you there. 

Wynnedale Budget and 
Town Meetings
by Judy Hall
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Native Hoosiers and new 
Wynnedale residents, Stacy 
and Todd Dawkins met at 
Indiana University. He spot-
ted her in church and thought 
he’d like to talk with her but 
didn’t make a move until they 
both showed up in the same 
Medical College Admissions 
Test class. They became study 

partners and their first date was going out to dinner after 
the test. Both received the same score, but neither are  
doctors. They graduated in 1998 and married in 2000.
Stacy is a part-time physician’s assistant in the ER at Fran-
ciscan Hospital and a full time visiting clinical assistant 
instructor at IUPUI. Todd, a graduate of Dallas Theological 
Seminary and former teacher at Heritage Christian School, 
is the next generation ministries pastor at Redeemer 

Presbyterian Church and a swim coach at Indy Aquatics 
Masters. 
Their children, Evah and Levi, attend the Butler Lab 
School. Evah is a third grader who likes to read. She also 
takes piano and dancing lessons, “everything but hip hop.” 
Levi, a first grader, takes violin and golf lessons “because 
golf is my favorite sport.”
The family moved from Broad Ripple to Wynnedale  
to have more room and be closer to work and schools. 
Already friends with the Hartsocks because of swimming, 
the Dawkins family has met several neighbors, attended the 
Fourth of July fireworks, and realized they will need “tree 
help” for their big yard. Both agree that they and their kids 
are very happy in their home at 2120 Wilshire Road.

Benjamin and Erin Madrid with their children Sal and 
Jack moved into the house at 4255 Knollton Road.

NEIGHBORSWelcome New Neighbors 
by Sandy Hudson

Karl & Rose Balsara of 4270 Knollton Road welcomed 
their second child, Zarina Rose on May 9, 2019. She was 
born 7 lbs 14 oz and 20.5 inches. Brother Cyrus, who turns 
3 next month, loves having a little sister. 
Joshua & Candice Darring, 4275 Knollton Road, wel-
comed their daughter, Ava Juliette Darring on February 26,  
2019. She weighed 7 lbs 3 oz and was 20.5 inches. Happy 

baby photo at four months old above.
Chase & Kendra Wilson of 2138 Wynnedale Road wel-
comed their daughter, Everly Joy Wilson. She was born 
on June 17, 2019 at 1:49 pm. She weighed 8 lbs and 6 oz 
and was 20.25 inches. She was welcomed home by her big 
brother, Marshall, big sister, June, and proud parents. 

We welcome three adorable baby girls to Wynnedale!

Zarina Rose Ava Juliette Everly Joy

As the weather becomes cooler the prepara-
tion for next spring starts. Limit any fertiliza-
tion but continue watering to provide trees 
and plants with ample moisture to get them 
through dry winters. Pull all weeds as they 
would otherwise drop their seeds and spread 
in the spring. Spreading a thick layer of 
mulch as you would in the summertime helps 

protect the soil through the winter months. 
After the first frost get rid of any dead flowers 
and if you have a favorite annual, collect the 
seeds and store them for planting next year then 
remove the plant from your flower bed before 
winter. Perennials will die back and need to be 
removed but leave the roots and stems as they 
will grow anew in the spring.

How to Prepare Your Flower Garden for Winter
by Sue Rice
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The Fourth of July fireworks in Wynnedale were better than 
ever. Eddie Goodknight, sporting his new “My Fireworks 
Rock” shirt, showed us color, sound and booming explo-
sions! Eddie had many helpers to assist him setting up the 
fireworks and we thank all of them for their work.

The Reagan-Messina family, 4260 Roland Road, bid fare-
well to their beloved miniature schnauzer, Ruby, in August. 
She was ailing for some time and reached a point where 
it was necessary to let her go. Fortunately, Nicholas intro-
duced a new 4-legged friend, Ozzy the rabbit, to the family 
so they are discovering just how much personality a rabbit 
can have. But unfortunately, you won’t see them out walking 
Ozzy around the circle!

Juliana Messina returned to Scripps College in early Sep-
tember to start her sophomore year after a summer intern-

ship at The Saturday Evening 
Post. She was excited to 
publish multiple eArticles and 
enjoyed exploring her inter-
est in history by mining the 
magazine’s archives.

Deborah Axness and Vimal 
Mehta of 4336 Hidden Or-
chard Lane recently returned 
from a ten day historic and 
scenic tour of Norway.  They 
traveled with Deb’s sister and 

brother-in-law as part of a group guided tour that included 
the cities of Oslo, Trondheim, Bergen, and several quaint 
villages and farms.  Apart from the tour, they were able to 
take shorter excursions to meet extended relatives in their 
homes.

Bruce & Linda Ranger just 
got back from a two week 
trip by train, motorcoach, 
and ferries to various places 
in the Maritimes.  Wonder-
ful memories with 3 other 
couples. Overnight on a train 
is an experience I am not sure 
any of us are wanting to expe-
rience again but glad we now 
can say we survived.

Saturday, August 3rd was the 31st annual “Indy British 
Motor Days” car show in Zionsville, IN. Sue and Craig 
Rice, 4245 Roland Road, took their 1954 Austin-Healey 
to exhibit and compete for awards. There were hundreds of 
cars, all British, some new, some old. Bentley, Jaguar, MG, 
Mini, Morgan, Rolls-Royce, Triumph, Austin Healey and 
more were on show. Their class consisted of twelve cars 
from 1954 to 1967 when the last Austin-Healey was made. 
They won their class! They did see a fender bender between 
an Austin-Healey and a Rolls Royce. Ouch! Their 6’-4” 
grandson Justin barely fit behind the wheel this year after 
having his photo taken in it every year since he was a  
little tike.

NEIGHBORS
Wynnedale News Tidbits 
submitted by Linda Ranger

Sue & Craig Rice

Eddie Goodnight

SAVE THE DATE... The Wynnedale Ladies (and daughters) Christmas 
Tea will be held at the home of Robyn Harder. The date will be Sunday, December 8, 2019, 
from 2 to 4 PM. Details to follow in a flyer closer to the event.
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With the opening of the Eagle branch of the Indianapolis 
Public Library, there are now two branches that serve the 
Wynnedale community. 
The Michigan Road branch at 6201 North Michigan opened 
December 15, 2018. Located at 3901 Moeller Road, the 
Eagle branch opened June 1st of this year. It is accessible via 
the Meijer parking lot as well as Moeller Road.

Both branches are closed on Sundays and open at 10AM 
Monday-Saturday. Both branches close at 8PM Monday-
Wednesday, 6PM Thursday and Friday, and 5PM Saturday.
Patrons can search the library’s catalog via indypl.org and re-
quest items to be sent to any branch. The library sends emails 
when items have arrived, when the hold expires, and three 
days before items are due. Renewals can be handled on the 
website, by phone, and in person.

Two New Library Branches Serve Wynnedale
by Sandy Hudson

In the summer of 2017, Paul Vitali joined the staff of the 
Indianapolis Ballet as Associate Artistic Director. At that 
same time, he and David Vass purchased their home on 
Cold Spring Road in Wynnedale. Paul and the Indianapo-
lis Ballet founder, Victoria Lyras have been professional 
colleagues and dance partners for years when they were 
with the Pennsylvania Ballet. Paul followed his long-time 
dream of living and dancing in New York City where his 
love of teaching grew at the Feld Ballet. After retiring he 
continued to teach at the Miami City Ballet School and 
Florida International University. 
In 2007 Paul started playing the part of Herr Drosselmey-
er in the first production of The Nutcracker for the In-
dianapolis School of Ballet and since then has taught and 
choreographed not only for the talented students, but now 
primarily teaches and coaches the dancers of Indianapolis 
Ballet, the professional company that debuted in 2018.

For a schedule of events, 
view the website www.
indyballet.org. The 
Nutcracker will be 
performed at the Murat 
Theatre at Old National 
Centre on November 
29th, 30th and  
December 1, 2019. 
The pictures show Paul 
and Victoria Lyras 
performing with the 
Pennsylvania Ballet  
in 1984 and Paul 
teaching 28 students  
in Indianapolis. 

Paul Vitali, Ballet Master
by Sue Rice
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Hollywood mythology has it that W.C. Fields wanted his 
gravestone to read: “Better here than Philadelphia”, a refer-
ence to his youth in his native city. In his poverty stricken 
youth, “The Great McGonagall” (see The Old Fashioned 
Way) probably couldn’t afford a Philly Cheesesteak Hoa-
gie. Fortunately, we Wynnedalians all can….at the new 
restaurant, Hoagies & Hops….and these sandwiches may 
be better than in Philadelphia.
This relatively new restaurant is at 4155 
Boulevard Place in the Butler Tarkington 
area. It is a small, simple two room restau-
rant with a very pleasant outdoor area.  
Parking is on the street but there is plenty 
within walking distance. 
Kristina Mazza is the owner-operator of 
Hoagies & Hops. She and her husband 
moved into Indy in 2007 from Philly to be close to fam-
ily. Kristina is a culinary professional with considerable 
training and experience. She and her husband found they 
missed the traditional Philadelphia (South Philly to be 
exact) cuisine and she began cooking Hoagies. Appar-
ently, they began in 2015 and have been at this location 
since 2017. Friends, they got it down! The cheesesteaks are 
house-sliced Delmonico Ribeye. Are you kiddin’ me? Oh 
yes, they do have vegetables, sandwiches and salads. Sides 
include fries, slaw, tater-salad, pickled eggs and a bunch of 

stuff I haven’t tried yet. Did I mention hot dogs? Nathan’s 
all-beef dogs, prepared a number of ways. How American 
can you get? And that’s just the food!
The second half of their name is HOPS! One side of this 
restaurant is a tavern featuring craft beer from the Chilly 
Water Brewery. This brewery is located on Virginia Av-
enue, and Hoagies & Hops is a tasting room and outlet for 

their brew. There are usually about ten vari-
eties on tap. Some are changed periodically 
but they are good, traditional styles. Beer 
is available by the pint or carry-out growl-
ers. The prices are reasonable and they have 
specials. I’m told that a Philly Cheesesteak 
Special and a Blazin’ Fiddles Irish Red Ale 
is pretty damn good. They also have wine 
and spritzers…whatever they are?

Hoagies & Hops is open Tuesday through Sunday from 
11:00 am until 9:00 or 10:00 pm. You can dine in or carry-
out. They also cater. There is also an Uber Eats Delivery 
Service. The phone number is 317-426-5731 and on-line 
contact is hoagiesandhops.com. They are also on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram….whatever they are?
Finally, on Thursday at 7:00 pm, Hoagies & Hops has a 
Jazz Jam session hosted by Charlie Ballantine, several-time 
NUVO “Jazz Guitarist of the Year” and our godson. EAT 
WELL, LIVE LARGE, AND GROOVE ON!!!

Hoagies & Hops
by Jack Clarke

If you’ve driven along W. 38th Street in the past few years 
you know that the neighborhood has promoted its status 
as the International Marketplace (IM). There are many op-
portunities to explore the area with 150 different languag-
es, 80 ethnic restaurants and 40 different grocery stores. 
Something I’ve enjoyed this summer has been meeting my 
daughter at lunch to visit a different ethnic restaurant each 
week. We’ve spanned the globe from Cuba to Ethiopia 
to Pakistan and Vietnam. It’s been a lot fun! Some of the 
lunches we’ve done were part of the IM’s bi-monthly lunch 
tour. It’s a wonderful, low-risk way to try a new cuisine 
because the restaurant provides a buffet (even if that’s not 
their usual lunch menu) to enable guests to try a range of 
dishes across their menu. 
I can heartily endorse the Havana Café on Moller Road 
just south of the new library and particularly enjoyed the 
Pho at King Wok Nha Hong Do Co. 

Vegetarians and more adven-
turous diners will enjoy Abys-
sinia Restaurant (Ethiopian) 
and Biryani House (Indian 
and Pakistani) off W. 38th 
Street as they offer a wide ar-
ray of non-meat options along 
with other intriguing choices. 
The IM also has a monthly 
dinner tour option, and if you 
buy the IM’s discount card 
for $10, you can get 10% off 
your bill at over 30 restau-
rants in addition to other 
stores and markets. To learn 
more, go to http://interna-
tionalmarketplace.lsacoali-
tion.org/. 

Eat around the World…Just around the Corner!
by Robin Reagan
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On May 26, 2019, Indy 500 race day, someone crashed into one of our Town of 
Wynnedale signs and destroyed it. Craig Rice bought new posts, had them cut 
to size and painted. New tamper proof hardware was purchased and a new sign 
was erected. He also painted the posts of all other Town of Wynnedale signs and 
replaced some of the tamper proof hardware which had been tampered with!

WYNNEDALE HISTORY

Town Signs Repaired

The park area between new and old 
Wynnedale is known as the Bird 
Sanctuary. The arrangement of the 
stone benches is not by accident but 
a carefully researched and designed 
feature. Our neighbor Ann Hildner, 
Assistant Professor of Landscape 
Architecture in the College of Ar-
chitecture and Planning at Ball State 
University, constructed the design named the Council Ring 
concept for the center of the gardens in the Bird Sanctuary. 
Jen Jensen (1860-1951) was a Danish-American land-
scape architect and one of the signature components of his 
landscape design was the Council Ring. The Council Ring 
surrounding the fire was the original grouping of mankind. 
When so arranged, we get at once the ancient spirit of the 
woods-the democratic equalization of responsibility and of 

honor. Because a group sitting on 
these benches would gather in a 
circle, there would be no head of 
the table, no hierarchy, but a simple 
affirmation that all members of 
the community are important. The 
council ring serves as a meeting 
place for conversation, song, dance, 
storytelling, poetry and campfires, 

linking humanity and nature. Jensen says, “In this friendly 
circle around a fire, man becomes himself. Here there is no 
social caste. All are on the same level, looking each other in 
the face. A ring speaks of friendship and strength and is one 
of the great symbols of mankind.”
Our unique Council Ring is where we hold our Labor Day 
picnic and Easter Egg Hunt and hopefully other activities in 
the future. 

The Council Ring
by Sue Rice

The development of our beautiful Town of 
Wynnedale signs had a slow but steady be-
ginning. There was the planning, research, 
presentations, town input, decisions made, 
and differences of opinion, but in the end, 
it was money that was the deciding factor.
In August of 1991, there was mention in 
the Wynnedale Town Council minutes 
that “street signs are to be made”. In April 
of 1992, the council deferred discussion of 
the signs to a subsequent meeting. In June 
and August of 1992, there were presenta-
tions by various sign companies showing a great variety of 
types and prices of signs. 
A questionnaire was given to residents asking several 
questions. 1. Do you believe that we should have signs at 
all seven entrances? 31 people said no, and 6 said yes. 2. 
Of types of signs presented at the meeting do you prefer 
metal, plastic or wood? 28 said wood and 9 said metal. The 
questionnaire preferences were noted. The next features to 
consider were durability, upkeep and cost for each type of 
sign. After further research noting that many neighbor-
hoods may have one wood sign at the main entrance while 

others were metal so it seemed wasteful 
of town money to make all of the signs in 
wood. 
The idea of five signs was rejected as some-
one must have noted that there were seven 
entrances into Wynnedale. Now as for price, 
the wood signs were $350 per sign totalling 
$2,450. The metal signs were $114 each for 
a total of nearly $800 and the sign company 
would also include five additional signs at no 
extra cost. That would make each sign $66. 
The final choice was for metal signs with the 

cost being the major influence in determining this decision. 
In November 1993, the signs were erected by four neigh-
bors, Bruce Ranger, Arthur J. Pannell (not pictured), Craig 
Rice, and Anthony Rochester.
The new signs were designed by our artist-designer neigh-
bor Linda Ranger. The house on the sign represents our 
town but the windows look as if they were inspired by the 
Jack and Linda Clark home at 4202 Cold Spring Road. 
The signs have been standing for 26 years and are still 
beautiful placing us high in the “Town Identification  
Category.”

Town of Wynnedale Signs 
by Sue Rice-Wynnedale Historian


