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Erin Madrid, her husband Benjamin, his son Salvador 
(16), and their son Jack (3) who live at 4255 Knollton 
Road have such busy schedules that we couldn’t arrange a 
face-to-face interview.  Her emails answered my questions 
in a far more entertaining way than any standard who, 
what, when, where, why, and how article, so I decided to let 
her do the talking.

Where are you from?

Erin is from Montreal and Washington DC.  Benjamin is 
from Chicago.

How did you meet?

We met in college in a French class at Purdue University! I 
was finishing my 
master’s degree at 
the time, and Ben-
jamin was finishing 
his undergrad, after 
having returned as 
an adult student. 

When were you 
married?

August 2015 in  
San Francisco

Where do you both work and what do you do?

I teach education classes to first-year students in Purdue’s teach-
ing program. I’ve been a teacher since 2011 at several universi-
ties and abroad. My PhD will be in Curriculum Studies (edu-
cation). I intend to finish in May 2022. My research focuses on 
social justice issues in education. 

Benjamin owns The Lumiere Academy, a commercial acting 

school that teaches commercial and film acting. He has been 
a commercial actor for 15+ years. He is now completing his 
master’s degree.

What do you like to do in your spare time?

Benjamin: Likes to work on his business and as a stand up 
comic

Erin: Spare time? What is that?

What are your 
kids’ ages and 
special interests?

Salvador is 16 and 
a futbol (soccer) fan 
of Real Madrid.  
He hopes to one 
day sign with a 
professional team 
in western Europe.  
He has a small 
business shoveling 
driveways. You can email him at salvadorcr7@gmail.com if you 
want to put him to work!

Jack is 3 and loves snacks, sicey cheese sticks (he can’t say his Ps 
yet) and wishes Halloween were every day. Jack doesn’t work 
and is a complete freeloader.

How did you end up in Wynnedale and how do you like 
living here?

We ended up in Wynnedale after a mafia deal went bad, and 
we had to change our names and relocate (not sure if we’re 
supposed to say that).  Seriously, we were living in Butler-
Tarkington looking for a little more space for our family, and 
we love it here so far!  

New Neighbor Interview
by Sandy Hudson

This historic and beautiful home built in 1910 is for sale near our 
neighborhood. It is located at 2601 W. 42nd Street just west of the 
Crooked Creek bridge, first driveway to the South. It is not visible 
from the street as it is surrounded by four acres of beautiful lawn 
and woods. 

There are 35 pictures posted at www.Zillow.com. It is offered at 
$569,900. It has 6 bedrooms, 5 baths, 5,489 sq ft, utility shed, open 
porch, brick patio and a gazebo. An outstanding home. 

House for Sale
by Sue Rice
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We want to thank Robyn Harder, 2115 Wilshire Road, for hosting 
the 2019 Ladies Holiday Tea. There were about thirty Wynnedale 
ladies and several young ladies that attended. Robyn and her mom 
Shirley made some delicious quiche, sausage rolls, and a trifle. It was  
a beautiful table setting with an arrangement of white roses in the 
center. Everyone who came brought a treat to share and there were 
ample refreshments and some excellent wine. Someone left a pair of 
black glasses on the table in the family room. Robyn is waiting for 
their owner to claim them. 

Michael McBride, 4310 Knollton Road, recently served as the 
auctioneer for Fishers Rotary’s “WaterIsLife Charity Ball.” More  
than 300 donors from across Central Indiana gathered for the  
event. As a result, more than $90,000 was raised to directly benefit 
villagers of Sierra Leone through the drilling of new drinking water wells. The entertainment for the event was a popular 
Indy area band named The Bishops. McBride is a graduate of Tri High School, Purdue University and Reppert’s Auction 
School. He is a licensed auctioneer with Halderman Real Estate Services, Inc. which specializes in the appraisal, sale,  
acquisition, and management of agricultural properties. If you would like Mr. McBride to help your church, charity or 
other civic groups you may contact him at 317-410-1896.

Over 30 Wynnedale neighbors gathered at the home of Robin Reagan 
and Frank Messina on Sunday evening, December 22nd for an eve-
ning of holiday food, drink, and carols. New Wynnedale resident Josh 
Smith’s mother-in-law, Jane Upmeyer, volunteered to play the piano 
for everyone to sing along with carols. It was a great alternative to the 
hit-and-miss caroling of some prior years and everyone agreed that 
Jane and hubby Steve were honorary Wynnedale neighbors. Several 
people commented on how bringing the caroling indoors made for a 
warm, inclusive evening. The most festive attire contest was judged a tie 
between Janet Gibson, Lou Gordon, and Larry Roan. It was too close 
to call between Janet’s bright sweater, Lou’s delightful earrings, and 
Larry’s tie and suspender. Thanks to everyone who came and made it a 
special Wynnedale evening!

Andy and Emily Hawickhorst are very excited about their upcoming 
purchase of the home at 2272 Wynnedale Road.  They will be taking 
over ownership in February and will then begin an extensive renovation 
project.  They hope to put their current home, 2130 Wynnedale Road, 
on the market in late summer and hope to move into 2272 in the fall.  If you know of anyone who 
may be interested in a home in Wynnedale, Andy and Emily would be happy to show them 2130!

Wynnedale Residents….Here’s an idea for a gift maybe even for yourself if you want to 
get together with your neighbors and place an order. While Bruce and Linda Ranger, 
2284 Wynnedale Road, were in Linton, IN in late August 2017 they stopped by Linton 
Main Street Gifts which had some custom Linton items in the store. They were inspired 
to have Wynnedale dish towels printed. They are nicely designed and after three years 
of use they still look good, excellent quality. To look at their products go to https://tay-
lorandcoultasusa.com/products/ and for the password use calico123. A minimum quantity of 12 is 
required for screen printed items. After placing the minimum order of 12 towels you can order other items 
printed in lesser quantity. The Rangers also ordered 2 throw pillows with the same Wynnedale imprint.

Libby Goodknight & Kirstie Anderson

NEIGHBORSWynnedale News Tidbits 
submitted by Linda Ranger

Frank Messina & Robin Reagan

Janet Gibson & Jane Upmeyer Joan Servaas, son Tim, grand-
daughter & Larry Roan

Tammy Callahan & Marilyn McCombs

Cheri & Illeana Moore

Lou Gordon

Farideh Peacock & Linda Ranger
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Upcoming Events
by Sarah Adams

On April 11, 2020 Indy Runners and Butler University 
will partner to bring back the 5K run/walk known as the 
Bulldog Jog. This year they are adding a 10 mile 
run/walk and a one mile dog walk.

This is a great opportunity for Butler students, 
faculty/staff, and runners throughout the com-
munity (that means Wynnedale residents) to 
come together and run, jog or walk.

You will notice on the Butler-Indy Runners 10 
mile race map that the field of runners travels along Cold 
Spring Road so if anyone would like to be a volunteer to 

hand out water or any of the other jobs needed to be filled 
just email Brian Schuetter at medical@indyrunners.org. 

The proceeds will benefit Butler Health and 
Recreation Complex, student wellness and grant 
programs as well as Indy Runners giving back 
initiatives including the scholarship program and 
various community projects.

 Registration and complete information on each 
event can be found at www.butler.edu/bulldog-

jog.  Also email Rose Scovel at rscovel@comcast.net if the 
website fails to answer any of your questions. 

Butler University’s Bulldog Jog
By Sue Rice

Join The Fitness Farm at 2525 West 44th Street for fun, interactive and densely informative workshops in 2020! Email 
Sarah to register – s.adams@cbhi.org. Space is limited.

FEBRUARY 8
GARDEN DESIGN

• Plant selection
• Site selection
• Water
• Light/Shade
• Soil amendments
• Mature plant size
• Attracting pollinators
• Bring your own photos!

$40/person

MARCH 14
TREE TAPPING

• Tree ID
• Selecting the hole
• Drilling & Tapping
• Collection options
• Boiling
• Finishing
• Storage concerns
• Take home a tap and syrup!

$40/person

APRIL 18
SEED STARTING

• Seed selection
• Soil blocking
• Germination
• Light
• Hardening off
• Transplanting
• Bring seeds you want to 

start or use ours!
$40/person

NOVEMBER 14
BACKYARD CHICKENS

• Breed selection
• Placement of coop
• Local ordinances
• Chicks/pullet/adult
• To Rooster or not
• Animal health
• Eggs!
• Take home Farm eggs and 

resources!
$40/person
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If you are looking for an enjoyable and 
entertaining experience you might con-
sider an evening of beautiful choral music. 

The Indianapolis Arts Chorale is a com-
munity of voices who engage the audi-
ence through the art of choral singing. In 
its 48th season the Chorale, a group of 
40 plus singers, has earned praise for the 
quality and variety of its programming. 

The next performances will be on March 
21, 2020 and June 6, 2020. The group 
will perform at 7:00PM at the Meridian 
Street United Methodist Church located 
at 5500 N. Meridian Street. Tickets may 
be purchased at the door or on line at 
www.IndyArtsChorale.org. 

Janet Gibson and I have attended two 
performances: Bernstein on Broadway and 
Hoosier Homeboys where we heard songs from Hoagy Charmichael 
to the Jackson 5. Both performances were excellent. 

The Indianapolis Arts Chorale
by Sue Rice

Founded in 1982, Oasis is a non-profit educational organization that is active in 
over 250 communities and reaches more than 50,000 individuals each year. Its  
mission is to promote healthy aging through lifelong learning, active lifestyles,  
and volunteer engagement.

Oasis puts into practice the landmark MacArthur Foundation study of success-
ful aging. Researchers found that the key ingredients for a high quality of life are 
maintaining a low risk for disease, a high level of engagement with the commu-
nity, and high physical and cognitive function. 
“It is the combination of all three that repre-
sents the concept of successful aging fully.”

Oasis is a nationally recognized organization, 
free to anyone 50 years or older. They offer an 
online catalogue with many interesting classes 
ranging from Living and Exploring, Technol-
ogy, Arts and Entertainment, Exercise and 
Wellness and Travel. This catalogue is available 
at www.Indianapolis.Oasis.org 

Classes are offered at several locations in India-
napolis, including Indianapolis Healthplex at 
3660 Guion Road.  

Welcome to Oasis
by Sandy Hudson
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Articles about the history and preservation of many old 
buildings in Indianapolis can be found on the website 
www.HistoricIndianapolis.com. Two examples taken from 
this site are historically important structures that were not 
preserved and a third was of an apartment building that 
our own Thomas A. Wynne built in 1902.
The Marion County Courthouse, designed in 1876 by 
Irishman Isaac Hodgson, was probably one of the biggest 
losses, literally-and in terms of architectural and historical 
significance, to Indianapolis. 

The old courthouse was under demolition in 1963 and 
where this ornate Victorian jewel once stood is now a  
concrete and grass plaza.
The building stood for 85 years, but in 1962, the needs of 
more space and modern conveniences were fulfilled by a 
new, modern, million square foot office tower known as the 
City-County Building.
It’s hard not to wince when passing the northeast corner 
of 13th and Delaware, knowing that the spires, towers and 
turrets of the long-gone castle should be regally climbing 
into the sky. Instead all you can see is a lumpy parking lot.

A magnificent 
home that was lo-
cated at 1305 North 
Delaware Street 
known as  Mc-
Gowan Hall had a 
unique construc-
tion, history, and 
list of influential 
occupants. The last 

owner was the Knights of Columbus who decided in 1963 
to tear down the old building. The Historic Landmarks 
Foundation of Indiana begged them to spare the historic 
building but they said the heating bills were too high.
This is why preservation is essential and so deeply moving. 
Had someone had a little foresight, a little heart, a little 
imagination many of our older most beautiful buildings 
would still be standing. 1963 is a year that will forever mar 
Indy’s architectural history.
The founder of Wynnedale, Thomas A. Wynne, construct-
ed a building in 1902 which contained six apartments. 
It was an attractive building and he and his wife Minnie 
lived there for several years. The Indianapolis News dated 
Saturday, Feb. 22, 1901 printed a picture and description of 
the apartment.

“The contract has been let for “The Ottawa”, a flat building 
to be erected by Councilman Thomas A. Wynne, in North 
Street between Delaware and Alabama Streets. It will be 
of red pressed brick, trimmed with dark blue sandstone. It 
will be three stories and basement and contain six flats of 
seven rooms each, including bathroom, with custodian’s 
quarters in the basement. It will have the modern heating, 
ventilating, and lighting equipment with stationary gas 
ranges, refrigerators, etc. The building is to be completed 
July 1(1902). It will cost $18,000. D. A. Bohlen & Son are 
the architects.”
This is another building, though smaller and less impor-
tant, which is no longer in existence. 
Since 1963 there have been several organizations dedi-
cated to the preservation of historic structures. There are 
two protected houses near Wynnedale. The Michigan 
Road Toll House and the Rommel house at 2113 West 
42nd Street. These houses can be bought and sold but 
the exteriors can only be changed with permission from 
Indiana Landmarks as they hold a protective covenant on 
the properties.

WYNNEDALE HISTORY
Preservation Denied 
by Sue Rice-Wynnedale Historian


