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My daughter, Juliana, and I took advantage of her 
winter break to sneak in a short visit to Disney-
world mid-January. We’ve never stayed at a 
Disney resort, but the deals were so good we 
bought a Southwest Airlines package to stay 
at the Disney All Star Music hotel. 

A significant change from prior visits is how 
Disney uses advance reservations to man-
age attraction lines and restaurant capacity. 
Disney hotel guests have a HUGE advan-
tage in requesting Fast Passes for the most 
popular attractions and reserving restaurant 
slots at prime times 180 days in advance of their 
trip. For non-Disney guests, the process opens up 

30 days in advance of their ticketed visit. Since we 
decided fairly late to travel, I squeaked in un-

der the wire to request fast passes before they 
opened up to the general public. By then, the 
majority of the passes for the highest demand 
rides were already gone. I believe this same 
system may also be used at Universal Studios. 
Something to be aware of if you’re planning 
to travel with young children as the Fast Pass 
lanes were always much shorter. 

On a happier note, the new Star Wars-themed  
attractions at Galaxy’s Edge were phenomenal!  

Absolutely worth a special trip simply to take it 
all in.

As we publish this issue of the Wynnedale News we are 
in the midst of the coronavirus disease outbreak. No one 
in Wynnedale has the illness and we 
hope it stays that way. The Wynnedale 
News staff had a meeting, using all 
precautions, to put together this issue. 

The pandemic is now in at least 170 
countries. Indiana has 3,437 cases and 
102 deaths as of April 6, 2020. These 
numbers are expected to increase.

New language is being used like social distancing, com-
munity spread, elbow bump, community mitigation, flatten 
the curve, compromised immune system, work from home, 

take your temperature, testing, shelter in place, national 
emergency, quarantine, N95 respirator masks, face shields 

and so many more new terms and 
items. 

We all try and limit activities which put 
us near others, wash our hands and use 
hand sanitizer. No school, no sports, no 
gatherings, no libraries; travel restric-
tions; gyms, restaurants, bars, and many 
other businesses closed. We will all be 

thankful when this is over. 

I am documenting this tragic event in our Wynnedale 
News so we can look back and remember how we survived. 

Coronavirus Disease (Covid-19)
by Sue Rice

Visiting Disney in the Near Future?  
You May Want to Stay at a Disney Hotel, Too.
by Robin Reagan

Caroline Bryan, 2135 Wynnedale Road, wrote a book, Hand-Lettered Home, which will be 
published in July! 
The book is a DIY book for making wood signs for farmhouse decor! “You can create 
your own lettering art to personalize your wall decor and add modern farmhouse style to 
every area of your home. Even if you’re new to hand lettering, you’ll find it easier than you 
ever imagined with Caroline Bryan’s Hand-Lettered Home.”
It was an astonishing amount of work and she’s very proud of the accomplishment but 
also glad it’s done. 
Check it out at https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250270641

Hand-Lettered Home
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The Spring edition of Newfields 
Magazine features an article about 
our neighbor Mike Bir. Mike lives at 
2125 Wynnedale Road. He is direc-
tor of operations and is responsible for 
ensuring art is handled and displayed 
in a manner that not only shows it to 
its greatest effect but keeps it and the 
museum safe. We all know the LOVE 

sculpture. It weighs 9,200 pounds and Mike has moved it 
six times. Mike holds a bachelor of fine arts from Herron 
School of Art and Design, and a master of fine arts degree 
in sculpture from Syracuse University. That background 
trained him to respect the art and gave him the visual acu-
ity to insure its optimal display.

––––––––––––––––––––––
Mike McBride wants everyone to watch out for their 
neighbor’s homes for possible break-ins. Tell your friends 
on social media only after coming back home about your 
trip so you do not advertise that you are not home.

––––––––––––––––––––––
You’ll see Robin Reagan, Frank and Juliana Messina out 
walking their new family member, Milo Messina. He’s a 
10 month old German shorthair pointer mix they adopted 
from Tails and Trails, a southside shelter.  With most peo-
ple at home, now is a perfect time to adopt a dog, which 
you can still do by appointment at shelters like IndyHu-
mane and Indianapolis Animal Care and Control.

––––––––––––––––––––––
WYNNEDALE GREAT CLEAN UP 2020 IS  
POSTPONED per Robin Reagan. Unfortunately, all 
planned clean-ups are postponed through at least the end 
of April due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Stay tuned for 
when our Wynnedale Great Clean-Up will take place this 
year. In the meantime, if you choose to to pick up litter and 
recyclables while you’re out walking around the neighbor-
hood, wear gloves and carry wipes or hand sanitizer. Stay 
safe and healthy. 

––––––––––––––––––––––
Per Matt Schiffler, this is why you don’t shoot guns in the 
air as posted on Nextdoor Wynnedale. “I recently discov-
ered a hole in our roof, turns out it’s a bullet hole...from the 
outside, you can see it’s perfectly round. From the inside, 
you can see daylight peeping in. And on the plastic vapor 
barrier underneath, there is a hole where the bullet landed. 
I have yet to find the bullet, there’s a lot of insulation up 
there..
The hole in the plastic was directly underneath the hole in 
the roof, which means the bullet was on a nearly vertical 
trajectory - it had been shot up in the air.

Now listen here: this bullet landed 10 feet from where 
my preschool-age daughter sleeps. It landed 15 feet from 
where we sleep. I’m going to make no bones about it: who-
ever shot this up in the air is a careless, reckless idiot, and 
they should be very, VERY glad I don’t know who they are.
For anyone who thinks shooting a gun in the air is a great 
way to celebrate the new year, or 4th of July, or whatever, 
you are selfishly and foolishly endangering people’s safety. 
Stop it right now. Thank you.”

––––––––––––––––––––––
Rich and Mary Beth Schneider, 2137 Wynnedale Road, 
are grandparents! Their son and daughter-in-law, Mat-
thew Schneider and Jena Eiden, welcomed a baby boy into 
their hearts. Fox Louis Eiden-Schneider was born Jan. 7 
in Austin, Texas, where Matt and Jena live. He is by family 
consensus truly adorable and is 
already starting to happily babble. 
The happiness his birth brought 
was particularly needed as last 
year Matt was diagnosed with 
cancer. But surgery and chemo-
therapy have been successfully 
completed. A recent scan showed 
Matt is cancer free, with years 
ahead to spend with his son.

––––––––––––––––––––––
Cory SerVaas, mother of Joan SerVaas, passed away March 
6, 2020. Cory was our neighbor to the west of the Fitness 
Farm which her family so generously shared with our com-
munity. Throughout her professional and personal life she 
was an advocate for good health and regular exercise. Our 
condolences go out to the SerVaas family.  

––––––––––––––––––––––
Josh Smith, 4315 Hidden Orchard Lane, has been consult-
ing with a residential solar energy company. Josh would be 
happy to discuss with any residents who are curious about 
solar energy and the benefits to our environment. Reach 
out to him at 317-523-8324.

––––––––––––––––––––––
While on a Holy Land tour in 
January 2020 organized by Me-
ridian Methodist Church, Beth 
Soper and John Kincaid, 4220 
Knollton Road, visited Masada 
Israel. This southern desert palace 
of King Herod was where 900 
Israelis fought valiantly against a 
Roman legion in the 1st century 
AD. It must have been a surprise 
to meet a former Wynnedale 

NEIGHBORSWynnedale News Tidbits 
submitted by Linda Ranger
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NEIGHBORS

Arthur and Josephine 
Pannell were two of 
our notable and giving 
neighbors. 

Arthur died in 2008 at 
the age of 81. His wife 
said “I think the thrust 
of his life was service.” 
Arthur served in the 

Navy during World War II and the Army during the 
Korean War. He went on to graduate from West Virginia 
State University with a degree in design engineering and 
drafting. He earned his masters at Ball State University. 
He continued his education at Ohio State University 
and Indiana University receiving certifications in Manu-
facturing. Josephine also earned her Bachelor of Arts at 
West Virginia State University and her Masters at Butler 
University. They moved to Indianapolis in1959 where he 
worked for Naval Avionics. Arthur and Josephine moved 
to their Wynnedale home located at 2129 Paula Lane 
South Drive with their two children in 1978. Both Arthur 
and Josephine served a term on the Wynnedale Town 
Council. He volunteered as a tutor, helped build houses for 
the poor, and would get up early and plow snow from his 
driveway and sidewalk and continue on and do the same 
for his neighbors. He later took up teaching at IPS School 
43, Northwest High School and Cardinal Ritter High 
School. His sense of service and country never left him 
On September 11, 2001, his wife found him standing in 

the kitchen shaking with tears streaming down his face. “ 
They’ve bombed my country,” he told her.

During her life Josephine worked for the Juvenile Diag-
nostic Center in Columbus, Ohio, La Rue Carter Hospital 
and as administrator for Flanner House. She was also a 
teacher and department chair for IPS. Josephine moved 
from Wynnedale and their house on Paula Lane South 
Drive sold in February of 2018. She now lives on the south 
side of Indianapolis with her son and his family. 

Arthur and Josephine had two children Berena Paschal 
and Lt. Col. (Air Force, retired) Garland J. Pannell.

Sadly, their daughter Berena passed away from a sudden 
illness in 2008. Berena received a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Ball State University and her Master’s degree 
in Special Education from Butler University. She was a 
teacher for 33 years. She had two sons, both married with 
two children each.

Their son Garland received his Bachelor of Science while 
at the U.S. Air Force Academy, Masters from Vanderbilt 
University and a Master of Divinity from The Christian 
Theological Seminary. He is married with a family of four 
adult children.

Josephine says “The Grace of God has made it possible for 
me to enjoy my Great-Grandmother status. Wynnedale 
was a magical place to live” 

The Pannell family were wonderful neighbors and will be 
remembered.

Notable Wynnedale Neighbors
by Sue Rice - Wynnedale Historian

neighbor at this location. Karen Breathaur lived at 4310 
Knollton Road with her family for many years and just 
happened to also be touring when they met. 

––––––––––––––––––––––
Cristina Talucci, 2129 Paula Lane South Drive, posted 
on Nextdoor Wynnedale, “Someone came through our 
neighborhood February 22 and also more since then and 
stole mail. We picked up all the mail we found on the road 
at the corner of 44th and Knollton Road, putting what we 
could back in the right mailboxes, throwing away the circu-
lars. Be on the lookout and report to the police if you have 
any information as a description of the person and vehicle.”

––––––––––––––––––––––
The Indianapolis Ballet’s annual gala celebration was 
held February 1, 2020 at The Cabaret downtown. It was a 
successful fundraiser grossing around 95K. Special ap-
pearances were made by Mayor Joe Hogsett and Indy Car 
driver James Hinchcliffe along with entertainment, a silent 
auction, and unique audience participation events. Delec-

table appetizers and the main 
course were provided by the 
Jazz Kitchen. 
We are invited to join this 
event next year on February 6, 
2021. Our neighbors David 
Vass and Paul Vitali had a 
wonderful evening.

––––––––––––––––––––––
Wynnedale owns a pole pruner. It telescopes 
6 to 12 feet. You may borrow it for tree 
branches or tall bushes. You may snip or saw 
as needed. Call Sue Rice 317-919-9775.

––––––––––––––––––––––
Beware of scams. The evil ones are busy 
trying to trap you to give up your informa-
tion. IPL put out this notice on its website. 
https://www.iplpower.com/Safety/Bill_Pay-
ment_Scams/
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On June 2, 2020 there will be a Primary Elec-
tion (It was moved forward from the original May 

5, 2020 date due to the coronavirus outbreak) and on No-
vember 3, 2020 a General Election. Voting 6AM to 6PM.

The Riverside Golf Course Pro Shop where we have voted 
for many years is closed. The master plan calls for turning 
Riverside into and “ecologically-oriented adventure park” 
with a native wetland landscape character. 

So…Where do we go vote?  Marion County has 273 Vot-
ing Centers.

Our four closest locations are:
 1.	 Crooked Creek Baptist Church – 5540 N. Michigan 

Road (across from Walmart Neighborhood Market).

2.	 The Witherspoon Presbyterian Church – 5136 N. 
Michigan Road at the intersection of 52nd Street and 
N. Michigan Road.

3.	 The West Indy Racquet Club – 4458 Guion Road.

4.	 Hinkle Fieldhouse – 510 W 49th Street. 

You may go to one of these or any of the other 273 voting 
centers if you live in Marion County. If these dates or loca-
tions change, I will contact you through Nextdoor, a flyer, 
or email. If your email is not in our directory please send it 
to me or you may miss important Wynnedale information. 
SueRice@Lightbound.com  

Voting Locations
by Sue Rice

The Riverside Golf course 
opened in 1900 as the na-
tion’s 4th public course and 
became the oldest public 
course in Indianapolis 
before closing in Decem-
ber 2019. Besides golf, for 
many years this was the 
place Wynnedale residents 
went to vote. 

Frequent flooding caused significant damage to the course 
and this meant that much of the revenue generated was 
spent on repairs. This situation begged the question of 
whether the location at the junction of Crooked Creek and 
the White River was a good place for a golf course.

The plans by Indy Parks and Recreation are to make way 
for a new ecologi-
cally oriented park. 
A nature playground, 
an off-leash dog park, 
a nature center made 
from the golf club 
house, board walks 
and paths for pedes-
trian and bike access 
are all being planned.  
The area north of 
the clubhouse would 
become a zipline and 
canopy-walk venue.

The Riverside Golf Acad-
emy driving range will be 
improved and become a 
stand-alone business under 
private management.

Linda Broadfoot, the direc-
tor of Indy Parks and Rec-
reation says, “the city has 
secured funding to work 
with a designer to start the 

detailed design on Riverside 
Park. For the near term it will be 
open parkland for recreational 
use. Even if not fully built out 
per the master plan, it will be 
available for walking, hiking and 
temporary recreational program-
ming. Our goal is to activate it 

regardless of where we are in the build out.”

The entrance on Riverside Drive may have the gate closed 
but that is to keep out people trying to play golf. They do 
not plan to cut the grass so any attempts at golf will end 
soon. I am looking at all the cart paths where you can ride 
your bike or skate (6 ft. apart). I have been told the course 
is open for our use.  Leashed dog walking is ok and please 
pick up after your dog.

Annette Harden of Indy Parks and Recreation said on 
3-27-2020 via email, “You are welcome to walk around the 
park and “recreate” as much as you would like. Have fun 
and stay safe.”

The Future of Riverside Golf Course
by Sue Rice 
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From 1908 to 1940, Sears, 
Roebuck and Company 
sold an estimated 70,000 to 
75,000 homes through their 
mail-order Modern Homes 
program. There were 370 dif-
ferent housing styles featured 
in their catalogues. Once 
purchased, all the parts: lum-
ber, windows, cabinets, nails, 
paint, hinges, doorknobs, 
pipes, wiring, shingles etc. 
were sent by rail to the buyer. 

Then using a detailed 75-page instruction book it is said 
that a man of average abilities could assemble a Sears kit 
home in about 90 days.

There is one Sears catalogue home in Wynnedale. In 1928 
builder J. Harry Miles (builder of two other Wynnedale 
homes) built the home at 2130 Wynnedale Road. Every 
home had a name and number and this historic Wynne-
dale home was called “The Van Jean.” It was a beautiful 
Dutch Colonial style home built of the finest quality 
materials. 

Today’s owners take pains to preserve the front exterior of 
their Sears home but sometimes they find the floor plan 
too small to meet their needs so space may be increased by 
adding a second floor or extending the house from the rear. 
The Wynnedale home had a two-story addition in 1960 to 
meet this need. 

About half the home buyers along with their family and 
friends built the homes and the other half were profession-
ally built. The catalogue homes ranged between $600 and 
$7,000, had 10 to 30 tons of materials and up to 30,000 
parts. The largest home, “The Magnolia” sold for $6,488. 
This home and the 
Wynnedale home 
were Honor Built 
Homes, the most 
expensive and finest 
quality sold by Sears.

The best part about 
finding a Sears home 
is that it is really akin 
to finding hidden 
treasure. Several Sears Homes are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Recent articles have touted the quality, style, and value of 
these homes. The Wall Street Journal featured an article 
titled “The Million Dollar Vintage Kit Homes That Came 
from Sears.”  A 1925 Dutch Colonial style home named 
“The Martha Washington”, similar to the home in  
Wynnedale, recently 
sold for $1.06 million 
dollars in Washington 
D.C. and Indianapolis 
realtor F.C. Tucker 
recently listed a 1932 
one story Sears home 
called “The Ham-
mond” for $799,900. 

Imagine that such a 
good job was done at building a home that 90 years later, it 
is not only standing and functional, but it’s also coveted by 
home buyers. It’s Americana. It’s a story of rugged indi-
vidualism, of building something with your own hands, of 
understanding that the work that was performed tran-
scends our lifetime. It is genuinely a piece of history.

In the last Wynnedale News, it was mentioned that the 
Hawickhorst family is moving down the street, and are 
therefore planning to put 2130 Wynnedale Road on the 
market later this summer or fall. Andy and Emily have a 
great sense of pride in owning a Sears home and hope the 
next owner may have a similar appreciation.

WYNNEDALE HISTORY
A Piece of History in Wynnedale 
by Sue Rice-Wynnedale Historian


