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Town Council
Meetings
by Sue Rice

Terri & Darwin Bostrom and Paul Vitali & David Vass on Cold Spring Road had a
“Dixie Cup and String” cocktail party on Sunday, April 5th during the COVID Stayat-home Order. They sat in their individual yards and porch and spoke via the good
old-fashioned Dixie cup and string. It was great fun and each couple polished off a bottle
of wine. A few driver’s going by saw what they were doing and honked their horn or gave
them a thumbs up.
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Many of you have asked me about the
Wynnedale Town Council meetings. We
meet the second Tuesday of every month
and have discussed things like: the date
set for the dumpsters, weed and feed on
the esplanade, stump grinding, removal of a tree limb on the esplanade, fire
hydrants painted, various problems with
storm drains etc.. If you have any items
you would like to bring up with the
council please text or call. Our information is in the directory.
Mary Beth Schneider, Jarnell B. Craig,
Ann Hildner, Josh Smith, Andy
Hawickhorst and Sue Rice

Healthplex COVID-19 Response
by Sandy Hudson

Wynnedale resident, Saturday Evening Post publisher and
Wynnedale News printer, Joan SerVaas took advantage of
the Coronavirus quarantine to pitch in while having the
Indianapolis Healthplex Sports Club, part of the former
Community Hospital Complex which she bought in 2018,
deep cleaned, painted, and refurbished. Membership
employee Chyna Mayo agreed that no surface was left
untouched.

floors stripped and refinished.
• Tennis courts deep cleaned and updated.
• Café deep cleaned and reorganized.
• Front desk area deep cleaned and reconfigured for
social distancing.
• All railings and walls throughout facility refinished
and painted.

During the almost three
months that the Healthplex
was closed, members could
participate in streaming
workout classes. The gym
re-opened June 8th with new
guidelines and procedures for
maintaining the health and
safety of clients and employees. Robin Reagan, who
lives on Roland Road and is
an aquatics instructor at the
Healthplex, has been part
of the team that insures the
cleanliness of equipment. Members and potential members
are invited to tour the refurbished facility at 3660 Guion
Road.

• Parking lot cracks and crevices filled and sidewalks
repaired.
• Outside doors and canopy cleaned and painted.
• Picnic area cleared and cleaned.
Aquatics Update: The pools are slated to open between
July 18th-30th. The old tile floor has been removed and
will be replaced with new tile and grout; walls and ceiling
have been repainted. Therapy and lap pools have been acid
washed and all columns deep cleaned. Portal lights will
be replaced with more attractive fixtures. Longtime Wynnedale resident and Healthplex member Janet Gibson said,
“I’m really looking forward to getting back in the pool. I’ve
missed it.”

Some of the renovations include:
• Both locker rooms – sinks, restrooms, showers, lockers,
new tile, appliances, fixtures, mirrors, etc.
• Steam rooms and saunas completely re-tiled and refurbished.
• Gym floor, camp room, and
racquetball courts stripped and
refinished.

Indianapolishealthplex.com lists class schedules and descriptions, photos, safety guidelines and protocols, hours,
updates, and other offerings. The gym, which is only a couple miles from Wynnedale, is also on Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter.

• Strength floor deep cleaned,
equipment sanitized and reconfigured for social distancing.
• Group fitness studios painted,

Elite Security
by Sue Rice

The police officer that drives around Wynnedale 10 hours a
month is employed by Elite Security LLC. The
owner/manager is Brad Bentley, an active duty
police officer working in Indianapolis daily.
If you have any questions to ask him or the

officer who drives around Wynnedale please contact officer
Bentley at this email: bradbentley@e-litesecurity.com. He can advise the officer that patrols
Wynnedale of any special requests you may
have regarding the safety of our neighborhood.
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Community Response to COVID-19
by Charlotte Talley

In response to the impact that COVID-19 has had on our
communities, the Marion County Public Health Department and the Minority Health Coalition of Marion County have provided free information, clothing, books, meals,
hand sanitizer and face coverings to the Latino communities, the homeless and the senior/disabled.

Building Blocks Academy, a private school owned by
Jarnell’s twin sister Larnell Burks-Bagley.
Dr. Virginia A. Caine, director and chief medical officer of
MCPHD said, “Our goal through this collaboration is to
help people who are in need.” Together with partners who
share our commitment, we’re working to address the issues
and build healthier communities.” I thank Jarnell and the
Coalition for all of their hard-work.

The making of over 8,000 face coverings was led by our
own Jarnell Burks-Craig the Clerk/Treasurer of Wynnedale, the other sewers were teachers and parents of

What you should know about COVID-19
to protect yourself and others
Know about COVID-19

milk

• Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an illness caused
by a virus that can spread from person
to person.
• The virus that causes COVID-19 is a new
coronavirus that has spread throughout
the world.
• COVID-19 symptoms can range from mild
(or no symptoms) to severe illness.

• Buy groceries and medicine,
go to the doctor, and
complete banking activities
online when possible.
• If you must go in person,
stay at least 6 feet away from
others and disinfect items you
must touch.
• Get deliveries and takeout,
and limit in-person contact as
much as possible.

Know how COVID-19 is spread
• You can become infected by coming into
close contact (about 6 feet or two
arm lengths) with a person who has
COVID-19. COVID-19 is primarily spread
from person to person.
• You can become infected from respiratory
droplets when an infected person coughs,
sneezes, or talks.
• You may also be able to get it by touching a
surface or object that has the virus on it, and
then by touching your mouth, nose, or eyes.

Protect yourself and others from COVID-19
• There is currently no vaccine to protect
against COVID-19. The best way to protect
yourself is to avoid being exposed to the
virus that causes COVID-19.
• Stay home as much as possible and avoid
close contact with others.
• Wear a cloth face covering that covers your
nose and mouth in public settings.
• Clean and disinfect frequently
touched surfaces.
• Wash your hands often with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds, or use an alcoholbased hand sanitizer that contains at least
60% alcohol.

Practice social distancing

Prevent the spread of
COVID-19 if you are sick
• Stay home if you are sick,
except to get medical care.
• Avoid public transportation,
ride-sharing, or taxis.
• Separate yourself from other
people and pets in your home.
• There is no specific treatment
for COVID-19, but you can seek
medical care to help relieve
your symptoms.
• If you need medical attention,
call ahead.

Know your risk for
severe illness
• Everyone is at risk of
getting COVID-19.
• Older adults and people of
any age who have serious
underlying medical conditions
may be at higher risk for more
severe illness.

cdc.gov/coronavirus
CS 314937A 06/01/2020
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NEIGHBORS
Wynnedale News Tidbits
submitted by Linda Ranger

along a thank you to everyone in the neighborhood who put
teddy bears in their windows during the past few months. Going on “Bear Hunts” was a wonderful distraction for the family
that was stuck at home with little ones!

Candice Darring shown with Jim Litten,
President of F.C. Tucker Company, attended
the 2019 F.C. Tucker Awards Ceremony.
This event was held in March 2020 at the
gorgeous Indiana Roof Ballroom to celebrate Sales Achievements for the Year of
2019. She was Awarded two awards: Top
10 Sales Agent without a Team for 2019
and the President’s Club Award - Lifetime
Membership, for Five Consecutive Years of
Outstanding Sales Achievement. She would like to say thank
you to her Incredible Husband, Josh, for all his love and support. She thanks Clients, Friends, and Neighbors for allowing
her to continue to serve their Real Estate needs - It has been
truly an honor. The most notable life change that occurred in
2019 for Josh and Candice was the birth of their daughter, Ava
Juliette. As a working Wife and Mom, Candice is excited to
show Ava a wonderful example of keeping God and family first
while still having an exciting career!

The Johnson family on Hidden Orchard
Lane celebrated a high school graduation.
As always, life in the Johnson clan has been
crazy busy. Lacy Christopher, the third
oldest of the Johnson kids graduated from
North Central on Thursday June 25, 2020.
Although not the senior year or graduation that he hoped for, it was still one for
the books. We are hoping to have a small
celebration for Lacy once Indianapolis enters stage five of
reopening. In the fall, Lacy will attend the same HBCU that
his parents graduated from. Tougaloo College is located in
Jackson, Mississippi and is rated number 5 out of the top 50
HBCU’s in the country. We are so proud of Lacy and if you
drive by and see the yard signs for him...please honk!

Sunny joined the Dawkins family in June.
Evah and Levi are learning to care for her
and learning what responsibility means!

In his role as Director of Facilities at the Indiana State Fairgrounds, Mike McBride assisted the Department of Health in
preparing their drive through COVID-19 testing system on
the grounds. It is for first responders, public safety workers and
air traffic controllers among others by appointment. In another
building, 100 beds were set up to house the homeless in an
effort to prevent them from getting infected. A mobile shower
unit was brought in to help them maintain hygiene. Approximately 200 overflow hospital beds were set up in a third building, but fortunately, not needed. Unfortunately, all high school
graduation ceremonies at the Coliseum have been cancelled
for 2020 grads. Normally over 30,000 graduates receive their
diplomas at the historic facility. The 2020 State Fair has been
cancelled due to COVID-19 concerns.

Maria and Liam had a
huge wedding planned
for May 16 th 2020.
They were going to
be married with 150+
guests at the Fitness
Farm. In March they started to realize their
plans would change after the CDC recommended no gatherings of over 50 people for
the next nine weeks. They decided the virus
was not going to get in the way of them getting married. They
were able to do it in the safest way possible, in front of just
their families. The quiet ceremony was held in Maria’s childhood home where her mother, Celestine DeTrana, resides.
They worked together for weeks on the garden and the house
to prepare for their intimate ceremony. Maria’s Aunt and Uncle
prepared all of the appetizers, her mother and Liam cooked, a
neighbor helped beautify the yard, and Liam’s mother married
the two of them. They plan on having the big party next year as
a celebration of their first year of marriage.

Instead of throngs of children swarming a
giant inflatable water slide in the backyard
for her 9th birthday, Darby Merriman
had to celebrate in COVID-friendly
fashion this year. Some great friends
pooled together to surprise her with a fun
birthday sign and flock of pink flamingoes or “hogies” as she called them as a
toddler (that is another story for another
day). Birthday festivities included a virtual
Zoom party with friends who watched her blow out candles,
open presents and did their best to harmonize when singing happy birthday, which is
no small feat with a bunch of 8 and 9 yearolds even in person. Darby can also be seen
in the picture with her birthday present from
last year, the kitty she always dreamed of and
Dad always said she could never have, until
she moved out on her own of course. Long
story short, Dad is an anti-cat dog lover but
eventually caved to the full-court-press of

Maya Hildner graduated this year from North Central High
School. Her plans are to attend Indiana State University in
Terre Haute, IN. She will be studying Political Science. We
wish her well.
Emily, Andy, Webb & Hugh Hawickhorst would like to pass
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NEIGHBORS
Wynnedale News Tidbits Cont
Reagan-Messina family rescued a second
dog, Kona, to join their March rescue,
Milo! Kona was rescued from a puppy mill
in Kentucky along with her siblings and
adopted at 8 weeks from Tails and Trails
in Greenwood. She’s an Australian cattle
dog, also known as a blue heeler. At 10
months old, Milo came house trained and
well behaved. Kona is a typical puppy with
a lot to learn! Nicknamed “Evilina” by
Frank and Juliana, Robin keeps reminding them that she is just
a baby. While both Milo and Kona are people friendly, Kona is
a little more cautious with other dogs than Milo is. Milo is also
indifferent to other dogs barking from their yard or houses,
while Kona takes that as a personal challenge requiring an
immediate, very vocal response! If you’re considering adopting
or fostering a pet, be patient. While demand is high at the moment, that won’t last forever and there will always be animals
benefiting from staying in a foster home rather than a stressful
shelter.

his persuasive daughter. The cat has many names, originally
adopted from the Indy Humane Society as “Esther” but later
named by Dad as “Captain Mew-Mew” or “Captain Mewsers”
and later named by Darby as “Jelly Bean” and much later, “Big
Old Nasty Cat”, again by Dad, another long story. When
people ask what the cat’s name is, we all look at them blankly
and are unsure how to respond. Once the COVID situation
stabilizes, Darby has an IOU for a real in-person party, water
slide, throngs of children and all!
Congratulations to Zane Middaugh, Class
of 2020. He graduated Top 10 from Cardinal Ritter High School at the end of May,
although no gatherings to celebrate were
possible. He will be attending Purdue University, enrolled in
the engineering
program.
Sarah Middaugh
is working this summer as an industrial engineering intern at a biotechnology firm CSL Behring, in Kankakee, Illinois, and will be a
junior at Purdue this fall. The pandemic created an unexpected
opportunity to have them both at home in Wynnedale again
during the spring (our dog Brody thought he was in heaven),
but we wish them the best back on campus in August!

Robin Reagan and Frank Messina
are offering up their pool to neighbors to enjoy during the pandemic,
particularly those with stir-crazy
children! Anyone is welcome to
call or text Robin about coming
over. If the pool isn’t open, she’ll suggest
another time and assumes you’re fine
cooling off with or without her around.
If you need to use the bathroom while
you’re over, please bring a mask to wear
into the house. Thank you cards from
kids are wonderful, but no other gestures
are necessary. We’re grateful we have the
resources to share with others during these
trying times! Here’s some of the artistic
thank you notes we’ve enjoyed! Pictured are
Caroline Bryan with her kids, mom, niece
and nephew.

Sasha Moore will be moving on to North
Central but before leaving Westlane she received one of the highest honors, The Linda
Lawrence Vision of the
Future Award.
The Moore family also
added Louie, a shi-pooh
puppy to the family this
past April. He will definitely have separation
anxiety when the kids go back to school.
Who dunnit?! That’s what Frank Messina
would like to know in order to thank the
kind person who posted yard signs early in
the pandemic stating, “A Hero Lives Here”
and “Thanks Health Care Heroes.” Working
in the Eskenazi emergency room, especially
in the early days when personal protective
equipment wasn’t always
available, was challenging. Thank you, too, to
Aaron Schmoll, who donated some N95
masks left over from a painting project.
Frank also thanks everyone who continues
to follow Public Health guidelines: wash
your hands often, wear masks in public and
maintain your distance from others.

Keeping to the pool theme, did you know that
drownings are a leading cause of injury and
death for young children ages 1 to 14? In fact,
drowning kills more children 1-4 than anything else except birth
defects. (source: Center for Disease Control and Prevention)
But there’s help! The Red Cross offers a free, online Water Safety for
Parents and Caregivers course. The course develops an awareness of
the risks of drowning and how to minimize those risks, especially
for young children. This online course teaches parents and caregivers about the concepts of the circle of drowning prevention, water
competency and the chain of drowning survival. It also provides
guidance for applying water safety to common environments and
situations where children are most at risk for drowning. Search for
Water Safety online classes at the American Red Cross website to
register.

No, you don’t have double vision: the
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Street Clearance
by Sue Rice

Many tree branches in our Wynnedale yards are growing
out into the street. Please walk to your lot line and see if all
your tree limbs are at least 14 feet above the road (Marion
County Code of Ordinances Sec. 701-6. Duties of property owners) and 2 feet back from the edge of the road. 2 feet

back for bushes also. Remember there is a pole cutter/saw
that you may borrow. These measurements allow school
buses, delivery vehicles, mail truck or any tall vehicle to
pass without being scraped by branches.

Contractor and Guest Parking on Streets
by Mel Harder

The narrow streets of old Wynnedale are part of the charm
of our community. Please assist in protecting the property
owners turf adjacent to the roads.

for projects. Encourage them to minimize size and quantity of vehicles to complete the job. Direct them where
to park. If they park on the street, use caution to park on
the very edge of pavement and in a straight line with all
vehicles on one side of the
street. Schedule the time to
avoid school buses in the
morning and afternoon.

Contractors parking on the streets can cause issues for
passing vehicles damaging lawns, in most cases your neighbor’s lawn.
Please take responsibility for your contractors and guests to
protect all lawns and edges of road. Contractors including
landscapers should avoid parking on streets as much as
possible.

Most important, slow down,
be patient and cautious
when passing through the
streets during these situations. If you have any
questions or situations to
manage, feel free to reach
out to the Town Council.

First priority should be to park in the owner’s driveway.
Second option would be to park on the opposite side of the
house they are working on. This will force any responsibility for damage on the person responsible for the contractor.
Ask your contractor what types of vehicles they will utilize

From Verbal Voyeur to Fluff Off

Diarist, playwright, actor and Wynnedalean David Vass
(whose spouse is the Associate Artistic Director of Indianapolis Ballet) performed his oneman show Verbal Voyeur last month
at Indy’s premiere cabaret space The
Cabaret, in Center City on Pennsylvania Street and voted one of the top
five cabarets in the United States

basically means the door is slammed shut for anything
having to do with a theatre until the pandemic is over. It’s
not the end of my world however as
I am working on my second show,
Fluff Off – the story of a man and
his crazed cat. I will interview Little
Fluffy (played by Paul and also by the
puddy’s voice). In case you haven’t
figured it out, it is a comedy. As I say
in Fluff Off, “I am not a ventriloquist
and Little Fluffy is no freakin’
dummy.”

The plan was to travel it to the major
cities in the US and the international
English-speaking cities around the
world in late 2020.

Here’s a shot of Verbal Voyeur while we work on the cat’s
costume, which we need to blow up into a fur-ball basically, when unhappy things happen to the little puddy.
Wish me luck that I don’t accidently blow Paul up with the
oxygen tank needed for this effect!”

As Vass said “Co-Vid put the skids on the travel dates and
I am now investigating doing 20 minute video segments
online for this production at $5 USD a pop with the proceeds going to various local arts orgs, who are struggling
to stay afloat during these social distancing times, which
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Moonstruck Portraits
by Linda Ranger

Moonstruck Portraits is a unique, magical photo experience that captures the innocence and wonder of your
child’s youth.
Owned and operated by Wynnedale resident Terri Bostrom, Moonstruck Portraits is located at the Stutz Building in downtown Indianapolis. Terri has been
a photographic artist for
over 20 years, developing
her own signature style
of whimsical portraiture
and storytelling. She was
voted as one of the Top
10 photographers of Indiana in 2018 and 2019.

Facebook page - Moonstruck Portraits

To see more of her work
visit her Instagram TerriBostrom or her

Sessions are by appointment only. 317-473-9711 or
Trrmoon@yahoo.com.

The Clock
by Sue Rice

late 1800’s and powered by a heavy metal crank,
which Terry cranked by hand every morning to
start the pendulum.

This is a picture taken by Cindy Hawkins,
the owner of “Mile Square Coffee” and
“Circle City Sweets” both located downtown in the City Market. She shared this
picture of the trash on the East plaza of
the Indianapolis City Market which she
says is there every single day. Please notice
the beautiful standing clock in front of the
building. This clock was a gift to the city
from the family of Mrs. Louise Terry Batties, former Wynnedale resident at 4248
Cold Spring Road (now the home of Paul
Vitali and David Vass.)

After Mr.Terry’s death in 1971, then-Mayor
Richard G. Lugar asked his family if the city
could have the clock. The family had offers from
all over the country for the clock as it was one
of the few of its kind in the nation. The family’s
decision was to let their city have the clock. In
September of 1977 there was a
dedication ceremony when the
east wing of the City Market
was first opening for business.
Mrs. Batties said “It now stands
in tribute to Papa’s memory.

This clock was a landmark on Indiana
Avenue, the center of the black community’s business district. It belonged to
watchmaker Curtis Franklin Terry and
stood in front of his jewelry store business
for over 50 years. The clock was crafted by
the E. Howard Clock Co. in Boston in the

Our city has been entrusted
with this beautiful gift from a
loving family. Please City of
Indianapolis, take care of it.

Dumpsters are scheduled for October 3rd and 4th.
The Wynnedale Town Council will follow up
with a flyer to remind everyone of these dates.
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WYNNEDALE HISTORY
Early Days of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
by Sue Rice-Wynnedale Historian

The 104th running of the Indianapolis 500 race will be on
Sunday, August 23, 2020. We in Wynnedale will hear the
distant roar of the cars from the start of practice on August
13 until the race finish on August 23. Not too loud but an
exciting reminder that the Greatest Spectacle in Racing is
just down the road.

its rider to Methodist Hospital.
One week later on August 19, 1909 the inaugural weekend
car race at the Speedway started as a repeat of the motorcycle races. Stones were dislodged from the track and
smashed the goggles of driver Louis Chevrolet. It was said
that driving in this race was like flying through a meteor
shower. Drivers quickly became covered in dirt, oil and tar
from head to toe. Ruts and chuckholes began to form.

A very interesting picture
appeared on the internet in
2017. It was of a core sample
of the Indianapolis 500 track,
a 6-inch diameter, 18 inches deep core. It will be on
display in the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway Museum as
a rich piece of track history.
In March 1909 the construction of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway track began.
The first base layer was creek
gravel, crushed limestone
topped with tar, followed
by a half-inch coating of
crushed stone chips mixed with larger stones, followed
by a second heavier coating of tar and 220,000 gallons of
asphaltum oil. The goopy mess was scooped onto the track
and steamrolled flat. A top dressing of stone dust was then
worked into the surface. This took 500 workers, 300 mules
and a fleet of steam-powered machinery.

Within a few laps 26 year old driver Wilfred Bourque and
his 22 year old mechanic Harry Holcomb died when they
hit a rut resulting in a violent rollover crash. Wilfred was
the first driver to die at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Two days later, 21-year-old driver Charlie Merz shredded
a tire and his car with its two occupants went flying into
the stands killing two spectators and his mechanic.
Imagine if any new track built today saw five deaths in its
opening weekend!
The American Automobile Association, the sanctioning
body for car racing in the country, announced it would
boycott future Indianapolis events unless Speedway management addressed safety issues. The track owners followed
this directive and rebuilt the surface of the track.
The base or bottom layer does not show up in the core
sample as it had been removed between August 1909 and
December 1909 then replaced with red bricks. Thus “The
Brickyard” was born. Small races with low attendance led
the way to just one big race a year beginning on May 30,
1911, the first Indianapolis 500 Mile Race.

The result was an unmitigated disaster. The first event at
the new Indianapolis Motor Speedway in August 14, 1909
was a series of motorcycle races. The track broke up during
the event and sharp stones tore at the tires and ruts worn
in the track twisted handlebars in the rider’s hands. The
track surface was clearly too rough for the lightweight
bikes. The last of a series of races had forty-six riders
entered but only four presented themselves. One accident,
among many, was the result of a shredded tire which sent

The first layer you see at the bottom of the core sample is
the 3.2 million red bricks laid onto sand, separated on each
side by one-quarter inch and then rolled and a mixture of
equal parts of sand and Portland cement poured between
each brick. The bricks were the driving surface for 52 years.
Additional layers of asphalt were applied in 1961, 1976,
1988,1995, 2001 and 2004.
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