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The Bryan family (2135 Wynnedale Rd) has loved 
visiting the new Wynnedale Little Library! Ellie (shown 
reading) especially loves that she can reach the kids 
books and choose one herself. 

At the dedication ceremony on September 28th, Judy 
Hall, former school principal at IPS 55 and 92, dedicated 
the Little Library to all Wynnedale teachers. Above are 
a few pictures not included in the last Wynnedale News. 
Rick Goehring, the builder of the library, is pictured 
with Janet Gibson, one of the honored teachers. The 
children are from the Bryan and Wilson families.
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Ms. Mitchell,

My name is Michael J. 
Peterson, and I have had 
a number of years con-
nection with James T. 
Seach - 2126 Wilshire 
Rd in Indianapolis in 
his capacity as a tax 
consultant. 

James has several hobbies which have turned into major col-
lections of baseball memorabilia in his office, and a fabulous 
Christmas Village which takes him weeks to set up in the 
front dining area of his home. For 
now, everyone in his burgeoning 
family has to eat in the kitchen 
area. 

The origin of his Christmas Vil-
lage goes back to pieces decades 
old and the reflections of mem-
bers of his family as well as their 
professions and passions. My wife 
Susan and I were invited to visit 
him, which we did yesterday, just 
to see his model village. It is three 
tiers tall and includes hundreds of 

figures, buildings, movable parts and attention to the things 
important to his family. Encompassing their various pro-
fessions are nurses, actors, consultants, bowlers, policemen, 
readers, movers and shakers and others are all featured in his 
annual disiplay which takes upwards of three weeks to set up 
in detail. 

He has added at least one to five new pieces each year to a 
village which includes the literary figure of Charles Dickens, 
the house of Mr. Fezziwig, train stations, diners, opera hous-
es, bowling alleys, churches, candy stores, carolers, a person 
making a snow angel in the snow. All of these things I added 
to my photos last night. 

There should be a story about this 
man who hails from New York 
and has made Indianapolis his 
home. He travels to umpire youth 
baseball games all over Indiana, 
builds model cars, and presents his 
seasonal Christmas decorations 
which includes more than what is 
shown in these photos that I took 
Saturday evening December 11th. 
This is a special collection which 
deserves more attention than just 
that of his friends and customers.

A Fabulous Christmas Village
A letter by Michael J. Peterson to Ms. Mitchell of the Indianapolis Star
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Joanne and Chuck Streeter, who moved into 4235 Roland 
Rd on Oct. 23 last year, met in the Air Force in 1985. 
Chuck was an officer who had just gradu-
ated from the Air Force Academy, Joanne 
was a brand-new civilian employee who 
had just graduated from high school. They 
started dating in ‘86, became engaged in 
‘87, and were married in ‘88. Chuck had 
an assignment for a few years in Califor-
nia, where their first two daughters were 
born, before leaving the Air Force and 
moving back to the Midwest. 

Joanne grew up in the Dayton OH area; 
Chuck is from the south suburbs of 
Chicago IL. They moved to Ft. Wayne, 
IN in ’95 and moved to Indianapolis in 
‘97 a few months after their third daughter was born. They 
have lived in Marion County (where their fourth child was 
born) ever since except for a one-year break in Virginia.

The couple both work for the United States Citizen-
ship and Immigration Service (USCIS). Joanne works 
in records downtown, and Chuck works from home as a 
Management Analyst. Joanne sometimes helps conduct 
swearing in of new citizens, an event she says she never 
tires of. One of her favorite stories is about an elderly man 
who told her he wanted to become a citizen before he died 
of his terminal illness. 

Joanne volunteers for the Lutheran Church Charities 
Comfort Dog Ministry each week. She takes the only 
comfort dog in Indiana, 6-year-old English cream golden 
retriever Naomi, to nursing homes, hospitals, and schools 
in the Indianapolis Metro area. She also enjoys baking and 
has taught her new neighbor Paige on 42nd Street how to 
bake macarons. 

Parents to four daughters, the couple became grandparents 
on December 14 ’21 when their oldest, Lauren, gave birth 

to Norah in Indianapolis. Taylor married in September ‘21 
when her fiancée was expected to be deployed to Afghan-

istan; although he wasn’t because of the 
US troop withdrawal. They live in Colum-
bus, GA. After graduating from IU, third 
daughter, Carley, went to Uganda with the 
Peace Corps. Unfortunately, COVID-19 
ended that experience abruptly and she’s 
now working on a masters degree in 
Mental Health Counseling and Educa-
tion at IU and wants to work with special 
needs children. Cynthia currently lives in 
Denton, Texas. 

With all four daughters 
grown and only their 
rescue dog, Shockley, 

living with them in their six-bedroom 
home in Lawrence Township, Joanne 
and Chuck decided to downsize. They 
wanted a three-bedroom ranch with 
a laundry room on the first floor, a 
basement for storage and storm shel-
ter, a two-car garage, and a half acre so Joanne could raise 
chickens and garden. “We’ve never raised chickens. I’ve 
never gardened in my life,” said Joanne. Their lot isn’t a half 
acre, Joanne isn’t gardening, and they don’t have any chick-
ens. But with all of the advantages of the Fitness Farm and 
Joanne’s half hour commute reduced to nine minutes, they 
fell in love with Wynnedale. Chuck calls it “a little jewel 
with a park-like atmosphere,” but he admits he isn’t too 
keen on having to shovel their steep driveway this winter. 
In early January, he said, “This is my favorite time of year:  
I don’t have to shovel or mow.”

Chuck’s original plan was to live here until they retire in a 
few years, but they now agree that Wynnedale will be their 
home for many years to come and could be their forever 
home. 

Welcome our New Neighbors
by Sandy Hudson

“I want to thank those people who were kind to me at Christmas. Thank you for all my 
gifts and surprises. I received $20.00 in one Christmas card, but no signature was on the 
card. I couldn’t return a thank you note.” – Big Mc

P.S. I am going to try to work in 2022.

A Thank You Note from Big Mc
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Lisa and David Clarke say farewell. “Having enjoyed 20 
years in Wynnedale and 30 in Indianapolis, we’re moving 
back to North Carolina, just a few miles from where we 
first met. We’ll dearly miss our Wynnedale friends, won-
derful community, neighborhood and home on Wilshire 
Road and are grateful for the numerous precious memories 
we’ll take with us. We raised Gordon and Hannah here 
during their most formative years and yet, quite coinci-
dentally, they now both reside in Raleigh, minutes from 
extended family and, as of mid-February, our new home  
in the City of Oaks. And so, with joy of happy times in the 
past and exciting days ahead, we bid our fellow Wynneda-
lians a heart-felt farewell. We will forever cherish our time 
with you!”

––––––––––––––––

Lizzy Hartsock was cast as John 
Darling in her school’s produc-
tion of Peter Pan,The Musical. 
When asked for a photo Lizzie 
wanted this one in the News 
with her dog Sammie.

––––––––––––––––

Since last October 2020, Tom 
Maxam has been building this 
46% scale model of the Bowers 
Flybaby, a popular home built 
plane. The wingspan is 150 inches. 
The picture includes the tail on the 
floor, the fuselage, the right wing 
and on the left on the stool is the 
7 cylinder 250cc radial engine for 
the plane. He hopes this project 
will be complete by late spring. 

––––––––––––––––

Frank Messina and Robin Reagan traveled to Europe for 
Thanksgiving to visit their daughter, Juliana who is study-
ing in Copenhagen. They made their travel plans when 
COVID numbers were dropping but elected to still go 
despite the resurgence. Copenhagen is a small European 
city that “punches above its weight” with a rich number 
of attractions to visit and see in a concentrated area. They 
learned about the Viking Age, modern Danish design and 
explored numerous Christmas markets both in Denmark 
and during side visits to Madrid and northern Germany. 

Robin and Frank wouldn’t recommend traveling at the mo-
ment due to the constantly evolving COVID requirements 
which were stressful both to monitor and comply with. But 

when the situation improves, they highly recommend  
Copenhagen as a city to spend several days, especially if 
you combine it with a Baltic or northern European cruise! 

––––––––––––––––

Mike McBride served as Auctioneer for two charity 
fundraising auctions in December. He has already booked 
multiple events for 2022.

––––––––––––––––

At 40 plus temperatures Alexa 
Muich and children were stopped 
and photographed walking as a 
group in Wynnedale. Luca was 
mowing the street as his sister 
Mabel enjoyed the outing along 
with their dog Elon. 

––––––––––––––––

The week after 
Christmas both Sue 
Rice and Janet  
Gibson lost a 
beloved dog. Janet’s 
Pappi and Sue’s 
Nancy. They are 
greatly missed.

––––––––––––––––

Mike Risinger has a new puppy. They 
can be seen walking around the block 
on good weather days. Ruthie loves 
her walks.

––––––––––––––––

Annika Schmoll was an angel in the Indianapolis Ballet’s 
The Nutcracker. She made new friends and enjoyed  
performing at the Murat and Newfields. 

Photographer: Moonbug Photography

––––––––––––––––

NEIGHBORSWynnedale News Tidbits 
submitted by Linda Ranger
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NEIGHBORSWynnedale News Tidbits Cont.
The Wilsons welcomed home a 
new Aussie doodle puppy, Pearl 
West Wilson. She has been a wel-
come addition to 
the family after they 
said goodbye to their 
beloved dogs, Peach 
and Maggie, in 2021. 

They used to joke that Peach was their 
“little big dog” and Maggie was their “big 
little dog” - if you knew the dogs you’d 
know this fit their personalities perfectly. 
While nothing will replace the love they 
had for Peach and Maggie, they are enjoy-
ing having a puppy again.

NORTHSIDE NEWS:  
Connecting Residents with 
their City Government. A 
great publication to consider 
subscribing to to get the latest 
information of Indianapolis 
current information and Mar-
ion County government.

https://forms.gle/8PiAQ-
J1gEZiXThLr&

Most of us are not impacted by what happens on Cold 
Spring Road but nine of our neighbors are. They all live in 
homes that face Cold Spring Road. The speeding, the acci-

dents, and the damage 
left behind are ongoing. 

Our neighbor David 
Vass has made us aware 
of the latest incident. 
On or around De-
cember 22nd, two cars 
appeared to be drag 
racing and by the skid 
marks there was sudden 
braking resulting in 
one car landing in a 
Wynnedale neighbor’s 
yard. This resulted in 

two mailboxes, a bush, and a small tree being knocked down. 
Hours later the car was towed away. This is one of many 
accidents mostly caused by speeding. 

Earlier last year (2021) the fire hydrant at 42nd St and Cold 
Spring Rd was destroyed and over many years almost every 
resident on the street has had their mailbox replaced. The 
east side of the street has suffered much damage also to the 
beautiful fence, the small bridge, and many trees. 

A suggestion has been made to document the informa-
tion on all of the accidents and damage incurred including 
pictures. David has generously volunteered to assemble what 
you send him so we have a log of the many incidents and 
solid evidence of what is happening on Cold Spring Road to 
present to the city. 

Wynnedale does not control the road or have any police or 
other enforcement power. The Wynnedale Town Council has 
reached out to the city and tried to address the issue, but this 
is a difficult logistical problem requiring cooperation on the 
part of the city. City engineers need to be involved and they 
move very cautiously and slowly and we are not particularly 
hopeful that they will do anything regarding this situation 
until someone is killed or seriously injured. We hear it takes 
2.3 deaths per intersection to get a traffic signal and we only 
want additional signs or rumble stripes. Nevertheless the 
Town Council will continue to reach out to the Indianapolis 
Department of Public Works as rigorously as possible in an 
effort to resolve this serious issue. 

If you have experienced any Cold Spring Road accidents, 
please document as much information as you can remember 
and any pictures you may have of any accident damage and 
send it to David Vass at 
his email: dvdavidvass-
dv@gmail.com. 

After this article 
was completed Ann 
Hildner reached out to 
DPW Chief Engineer 
Ericka Miller who in 
turn forwarded the re-
quest for help to one of 
their traffic engineers, 
Jill Palmer. Ericka’s 
response was “One of 
us will absolutely get in touch next week! We appreciate the 
opportunity to engage, as we are always striving to improve 
the safety of our transportation network.”

Speeding and Accidents on Cold Spring Road
by Sue Rice
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Have you noticed the number of new and rehabbed drive-
ways in the neighborhood recently? As someone with a very 
long driveway that we had paved when we remodeled in 
2004, I was intrigued and wanted to learn more about the 
choices people made for future reference.

Of course, I realized that there are multiple options for 
driveways, some of which you see in Wynnedale. Perhaps 
the oldest driveway material is stone or crushed gravel, but 
there’s also asphalt, concrete and permeable materials. What 
I haven’t seen is a permeable, cobblestone, brick or paver 
driveway though I think there are some homes that have 
pavers for parking. 

Every option has its pros and cons. 
Asphalt seems the most popular choice 
in old Wynnedale likely because it’s 
inexpensive to install. However, asphalt is 
fairly high maintenance requiring regular 
sealing to avoid degradation. On the 
plus side, asphalt is less prone to frost 
heaving and when snow becomes a fac-
tor, both asphalt and concrete are better 
than pavers or gravel for ease of removal. 
Repairing asphalt is also less expensive 
than other options as it can be re-lay-
ered in contrast to concrete which has to 
be removed and re-installed. Moreover, 
I learned that asphalt, like concrete, can 
be colored and stamped though it costs 
more and has fewer design choices. 
Asphalt installation ranges from $3-7/
square foot and driveways can last 10-35 
years depending on the quality of instal-
lation, maintenance, and the climate.

Concrete is strong, durable and requires 
less maintenance than an asphalt driveway. It’s more expen-
sive than asphalt or gravel, but much less than pavers, cob-
blestones or brick and typically outlasts all three. Concrete 
definitely requires professional installation, but what I found 
interesting was that one of the most important steps is what 
happens afterwards: concrete needs to “cure.” I teased Bruce 
Ranger about how long he had “Do Not Cross” tape barring 
entry to his new concrete driveway, but he quickly educated 
me! It turns out that concrete doesn’t dry out; rather, it slow-
ly transforms chemically in a way that hardens and strength-
ens the material. Bruce was wise to avoid driving on his new 
concrete and preventing heavy vehicles from parking on it 
for a month to allow it to stabilize and solidify. Well installed 
and maintained concrete driveways can last 25-50 years and 
installation can range from $4-10/square foot.

Residents with crushed gravel driveways may be an artifact 
of Wynnedale’s beginnings as a rural suburb. Gravel is asso-
ciated with a more “rustic” landscape design plan. Further, 
rural homeowners could easily have more material added 
periodically as ruts formed and crushed gravel was lost. It’s 
much less easy to remove snow from gravel, but they’re un-
likely to heave or get damaged during the winter providing 
good drainage was created when installed. These driveways 
will last up to 100 years, but you will need to grade them 
regularly and refresh the stone as it’s lost. They’re the least 
expensive material to use ranging from $1-$3/square foot. 

Cobblestone driveways are expensive, $10-20/square foot, to 
install, but like crushed gravel can last up 
to 100 years. Repair is also much simpler 
since individual pieces can be replaced. 
If you have an older home, they also 
beautifully convey an historic feel.

I also don’t believe we have a pervious 
driveway in Wynnedale, made from a 
material that allows water to infiltrate 
reducing the strain and improving the 
cleanliness of water runoff on our soil, 
into our storm water system and potable 
water supplies. Pervious pavement can 
include concrete, porous asphalt, and 
permeable paver blocks allows water to 
filter through it where pollutants are 
trapped and cleaned before running into 
the soil.

Evidently permeable material isn’t quite 
as durable as concrete or asphalt and it 
also isn’t well suited for sloped drive-
ways. The cost is in the range of $5-10/
square foot. The Pathway to Water 

Quality at the Indiana State Fair has an exhibit showing the 
difference in rainfall run-off from a permeable and imper-
meable hard surface. If you’re planning to install any hard 
surface on your property and want to improve our environ-
ment, consider this material. 

Regardless of what type of driveway you have, regular 
maintenance is a must to increase its lifespan. You should 
edge your driveway to keep grass from infiltrating it. Repair 
holes in asphalt promptly and seal your asphalt and concrete 
driveway every few years. Crushed gravel should be graded 
to avoid ruts that allow water to pool and could damage your 
drainage. Thank you to everyone who improved, repaired and 
maintained their driveway this past year contributing to our 
beautiful neighborhood and enhancing home values. 

Which Type of Driveway is Best for you?
by Robin Reagan
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Does anyone know what happened to the art sculptures 
that were placed around the closed Riverside Golf Course? 
The very last sculpture to go was a giant sphere of golf 
clubs all tied together. Many of us thought all these  
sculptures were from local artists. 

Sue Rice investigated and this is the reply she received 
from people at the Parks department. 

“Hello, those art pieces were on loan to Indy parks tempo-
rarily. They were brought in to see how the public would 
interact with possible permanent art pieces in the Riverside 
Adventure Park. Hopefully as the plan for the park pro-
gresses, we will be able to add permanent art pieces at the 
park. The artist that made the piece came to take the piece 
down after we had it for a period of time.” – Anthony V. 
Johnson, Riverside Regional Park Manager 

One day when Steve Coates was taking his daily bike ride 
he saw a fellow who was in the process of removing this 
sculpture, and he stopped to say hello. After the usual small 
talk, Steve inquired about his connection with this large 
golf club sculpture. Steve found out that he was the artist 
of the piece which he created by taking old discarded items 
and turning them into something different, unusual, or 
useful. The artist is from Charleston, South Carolina. He 

purchased all of these 
golf clubs for less than 
one-dollar each, some 
as cheap as a nickel or 
a dime.  

Steve responded that 
the one thing he didn’t 
like about all of these 
sculptures was they 
all had a sign posted 
on them that read “do 
not touch.” “Oh, that 
is just the city of Indianapolis trying to protect themselves 
from a lawsuit,” the artist said.

Steve helped the artist dismantle the large globe, and also 
helped him load all of it into his van. 

Where to now? The artist said a fellow had contacted him 
who owns a golf course down in Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida, wanting to buy this sculpture and just as soon as he 
finished loading all of it into his van, he was on his way to 
South Florida to deliver and assemble it for the new owner. 

Good to know that this sculpture will have a new home.

Sculpture at Riverside Golf Course
written by Steve Coates

Annual Ladies Holiday Tea 
Thank you to a wonderful host, Robyn Harder. It’s always a great time 
to celebrate the holiday and enjoy time with old and new neighbors.
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Dixon and Phyllis Prentice built their home at 4255  
Roland Rd in 1974 (now the home of Fritz and Janet 
Hohlt). Judge Prentice served from 1971 to 1985 as a 
Justice of the Indiana Supreme Court and he was the last 
judge directly elected to the court. After 
this election, the governor started ap-
pointing Supreme Court judges. Dixon 
was a lawyer in Jeffersonville, Indiana 
and had never served as a judge or 
prosecutor but ran hoping to gain some 
recognition for a potential appointment 
later on. He was as surprised as anyone 
that he won.

As a young man of 18 he and his  
family became homeless along with one 
million others during the Ohio River 
flood of 1937. This was a devastating 
experience for many, not only surviving the flood but  
rebuilding their homes and businesses. 

Dixon went to the Indiana Law School in Indianapolis  
but before graduation he enlisted in the Navy when Pearl 

Harbor was attacked. He was concerned about graduating 
from law school but surprisingly the Chief Justice of the 
Indiana Supreme Court did an all-day oral bar exam test 
which he passed and received his Bachelor of Law Degree 

in 1942. 

During his term, one of his notable 
accomplishments was spearheading the 
“lazy judge rule.” It set limits on how 
long a judge has to make a decision.

Phyllis, as a teenager, lived in New 
Albany, Indiana where she became 
Strawberry Queen and later had a brief 
modeling career in Indianapolis.

 After living in Wynnedale for many 
years they had to cut down their huge 
Tulip Poplar tree in the front yard. It 

was the largest tree of its kind in Marion County.

Dixon retired in 1986 and they moved from Wynnedale 
into a condominium for a few years and then to Tucson, 
Arizona where their son lived. Dixon died in 2014 at the 
age of 95 and Phyllis died in 2015 at the age of 94. 

WYNNEDALE HISTORY
Notable Wynnedale Neighbors            
by Sue Rice-Wynnedale Historian

Through the Wynnedale website (Wynnedale.org) the 
town received a request from Thomas A. Wynne from 
California, the great grandson of our founder. He was in-
terested in receiving The Wynnedale News. That was easy; 
just needed to tell him it was on the website. He included 
his email and Sue Rice contacted him and sent him all the 
history articles about his relatives here in Indiana from all 
her research. 

His response: “Your package arrived today and I am 
thrilled with it! So far I’ve only glanced through it but 
I can tell it has much more info about my family than 

I’ve ever had! My siblings, kids, nieces and nephew will 
be thrilled with it also so I plan to scan the pages over 
the holiday. Again thanks so much for everything you’ve 
provided me! I’ll be in touch after I’ve had a chance to sit 
down and read over the material.” He also said in an earlier 
email that he was surprised to find Wynnedale such an 
active and independent community. 

He had expected to find it had been absorbed into In-
dianapolis. I was glad to tell him that we were proud of 
our town and hope to always be The Town of Wynnedale 
founded in 1924 and Incorporated in 1939.

A Note from Thomas A. Wynne

Dear Dog Lover,

Is your dog’s barking driving you nuts? We love our dogs, and 
we want them to bark when there is something we should be 
made aware of - after all that’s kind of their job.

But what about when your dog barks at things that he 
shouldn’t? Thinks like:

• The mailman. For the 20th time today 
• The dog across the street. Again. 
• The doorbell. 20 minutes after the person ringing has left.

Please remember your neighbors want some peace and quiet at 
their home and would greatly appreciate your stopping your 
dog’s continuous barking.


