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WATER FAMILIARIZATION CLASS 

Submitted by: Robin Reagan 

 

Back in 2020, Robin Reagan thoroughly enjoyed hosting a water familiarization class for 

toddlers and parents for families. Discovering that Emily Gilhooly and a nearby 

neighbor and fellow member of North United Methodist Church were swim instructors, 

Robin once again offered up their pool for Wynnedale families to introduce their 

youngest children to the water. 

Bubble blowing, dunking, and lying on their back while whooshing through the water 

were some of the skills the kids learned along with one of the most important: where the 

stairs were to exit the pool. Ensuring that your children know how to swim and basic 

water safety skills is vital. Drowning was the 7 th most common cause of death for US 

children from 1999-2020  

Thanks to Grafton Balko for leading the sessions and coordinating the class times, and to all the 

families who shared the joy of their young children with Robin! 

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1 Current Causes of Death in Children and Adolescents in the United States, 

N Engl J Med 2022; 386:1955-1956 

 



 

 

 

Holiday Ladies Tea  

 
We are looking for someone to host the December Ladies Tea for 2023.  It is an annual 

social event that allows our Wynnedale ladies to have an afternoon together getting to 

know each other better.  It is an appetizer/dessert sharing event with the hostess 

providing coffee, tea, wine and tableware (plates, glasses and flatware).  The hostess 

picks the Saturday or Sunday in December that works best for them.  Email Linda 

Ranger ( LJRanger@Gmail.com ) if you would like to host this - first one to request 

being the host will be given the honor and Linda will tell the others it is covered for this 

year.  

 

Sandy Hudson’s Move in her own words 
 

When Liz Frydell, my friend since September 1993 and my landlady since June 2014, died in 

February--almost a year after my daughter died and not quite two months after my mother died--

I started thinking about moving. At Liz's funeral, one of her sons told me they had decided to sell 

the house, so finding new digs became a priority.  

 

Somehow a wonderful realtor (Deborah Argenta) landed in my lap, and the hunt was on. 

Meanwhile, some friends I'd known even longer than Liz were moving back to a local condo 

community from Georgia and urged me to consider Newport Bay. I'd visited Marianne and Mike 

20+ years earlier and was familiar with the property.  

 

After soaking up some rays one afternoon on the balcony in an Airbnb in New Smyrna Beach, 

FL, I googled "Newport Bay condos for sale". VOILA! One had been listed just three hours 

mailto:LJRanger@Gmail.com


earlier. I called Deborah immediately. We zoomed a few days later while she toured the condo. 

It cost exactly the amount of money I received from the sale of my mom's house. SOLD!  

 

I moved April 5. Except that some boxes are still unpacked and I miss the friends I made in 

Wynnedale and my gym, Indianapolis Healthplex, I couldn't be happier. This happened so 

quickly and smoothly and turned out so well, I can't help but believe Mom had something to do 

with it.  

 

How's this for weird? My unit is across the hall from where my ex-husband lived 20+ years ago. 

The current occupants still receive junk mail for him. A woman across the hall has lived here 

30+ years and remembers him. 

  

If I ever fully unpack and buy furniture (thank goodness I never tossed my four lawn chairs) I 

want to invite my Wynnedale buddies over. 

 

 

 
Day I bought my condo                                                   View from my sunroom 

 

 

Note:  We as members of the Wynnedale News staff will miss Sandy’s contributions to 

the News, especially her new neighbor interviews. 

 

 

 

Common areas in Wynnedale need our attention 



 
The  esplanade, bird sanctuary, and Sleepy Hollow are all common areas benefiting all Wynnedale 

residents but these areas are only covered for grass cutting by our town lawn service. Thus 

weeding and cleanup of fallen branches is left for residents to help out.  Please consider doing 

whatever you can when you notice something needs to be taken care of in these public places.    

Pictured below are Sue Rice & Chuck Streeter cleaning the corner by Sleepy Hollow and removing 

many vines growing in the middle.  It's a work in progress!!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is for all of our animal lovers by Sue Rice 
If you were to encounter an animal in distress you may use the 



 “Request Indy” App on your phone. 

While on a dog walk my daughter encountered an injured 

gosling. She reported the severe injuries which were” Broken or 

missing feet/foot, can’t move, appears to be stuck to the 

ground with its feces, crying!! 

The response was immediate and the injured animal was 

rescued. We presume he was humanely euthanized if the 

injuries were as bad as they appeared. 

Please follow the instructions below and download the app 

from the App Store on your phone. 

 

 
ONCE AGAIN, WYNNEDALE TRIUMPHS OVER TRASH 
By: Robin Reagan 

 



It’s been multiple years since the last Wynnedale/Keep Indianapolis Beautiful (KIB) 

Cleanup, but that didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of neighbors from stepping up to attack 

litter on our surrounding streets. The second cleanup was a resounding success despite 

having to postpone one day due to rain and thunderstorms. There were nearly double 

the number of volunteers over the previous cleanup with almost 30 people stepping up 

to help over 2 hours. The planning team was especially pleased that we attracted 

neighbors from outside Wynnedale to clean up Cold Spring Road, Knollton Road, and 

the White River Parkway Drive West all the way to 30th Street! KIB provided gloves, 

trash bags and, very helpfully, a dumpster for the trash we retrieved. 

Like last time, we had one young adult volunteer from the Middaugh family though it 

was Zane this time, not Sarah! And Eddie Goodknight toured the streets in his truck 

ably assisted by his son Graham and Annika Schmoll to pick up the garbage bags. In 

fact, our younger neighbors were overrepresented with Evah and Levi Dawkins also 

helping. It bodes well for our planet to have our younger neighbors caring enough to 

participate. A special thanks to their parents for modeling civic engagement. 

The event concluded with a pitch-in pool party at the Messina-Reagan home, which was 

a great opportunity for everyone to relax, get to know each other better, and celebrate 

being a neighborhood that cares. 

While planning the cleanup, the Wynnedale team of Tammy Callahan, Rick Goehring, 

Cathy Middaugh, Kevin Petsche and Robin Reagan connected with Northern Estates 

and other neighborhoods west of us. They are sponsoring a fall KIB cleanup on 

Saturday, October 21 st in which Wynnedale is invited to participate. We have extra 

gloves and garbage bags for anyone who would like to do a fall litter attack. They also 

host a spring cleanup which is likely a better time for us to pick up litter as the dense 

underbrush in our neighboring streets won’t have leafed out yet nor will poison ivy be an 

issue. 

Contact Robin Reagan if you’d like to help plan next year’s cleanup or get involved with 

the October 21 st event. We would especially like to involve neighbors from new 

Wynnedale. Thanks, again, to everyone who participated. 

 
Judy, Frank and Rick                                                   The three Amigos Salute 



 
"Litterbug with Brand Loyalty"        Clean up Dumpster 

 

The Jim Beam photo is testimony to how someone has brand loyalty, but doesn't give a  

&#%!@?!  about throwing stuff out their window, no matter the size!   

 

Chili Cook-off - Save the Date - Saturday, October 28, 2023 

hosted by Joan SerVaas at the Fitness Farm 

Halloween costumes are optional 

If you are entering a chili for the cook-off please RSVP to Joan  

JSerVaas@SaturdayEveningPost.com  

Those not entering a chili should bring an appetizer, salad or dessert to round out the 

menu 

The kitchen area has 11 duplex outlets which allows for 22 plug-ins and there is also a 

four burner stove if someone does not have a crock pot. 

More details will be sent out in the next few weeks 

 

 



Poison Ivy - Please if on your property have it eradicated.  It is best to use throw 

away gloves since the oil of the plant remains active and can cause the 

unpleasant skin blisters one associates with Poison ivy.

Think, "Leaves of three? Don't touch me!" Poison ivy rash is caused by an allergic 

reaction to an oily resin called urushiol (u-ROO-she-ol). This oil is in the leaves, stems 

and roots of poison ivy, poison oak and poison sumac. 

Wash your skin right away if you come into contact with this oil, unless you know you're 

not sensitive to it. Washing off the oil may reduce your chances of getting a poison ivy 

rash. If you develop a rash, it can be very itchy and last for weeks. 

You can treat mild cases of poison ivy rash at home with soothing lotions and cool 

baths. You may need prescription medication for a rash that's severe or widespread — 

especially if it's on your face or genitals. 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/poison-ivy/symptoms-causes/syc-

20376485  

 

 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/poison-ivy/symptoms-causes/syc-20376485
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/poison-ivy/symptoms-causes/syc-20376485


Front and back door porch lights DO deter burglars, but guess what? 

Submitted by David Vass 

All fired up from attending the annual Town of Wynnedale Budget Meeting on 

September 12th and being part of a discussion having to do with neighborhood security 

and if the monetary line item for that part of our community should be increased, 

decreased or left the same, a sidebar conversation came up about how dark Wynnedale 

is (Old and New sections) overall.  Several neighbors, including me, scratched our 

heads and wondered why those who live near us don’t use their porch lights, front and 

rear, to add light to large expanses of yard (especially back yards) to deter burglars.  

Many porch lights are designed with hoods on top so the stars can still be seen. 

I did a little research and my very determined statement about how much safer a 

neighborhood is with the use of porch lights, well, statistically, not so much.  When I 

stand on my back porch after dark, all seven of the backs of other houses I see don’t 

use their rear porch lights.  In the early evening, I do spot a light on here and there 

inside a house, but the large expanses of backyards are completely unlit.  And after 

around 10 pm even the indoor lights went out.  A stealth troop of no-gooders could 

overtake our beloved Wynnedale via our ‘so dark you can’t see anything back yards’! 

I harassed my spouse, who wanted nothing to do with my ‘in the moment’ experiment to 

dress in all dark colors and take a walk through our own and the neighbors on each 

side’s backyards to see if I could spot him (this required me to promise to take our and 

bring back our garbage can, faithfully, for the next two months, so yeah, OK, it was a 

bribe.  But anyone who is married or partnered knows this strategy to have great 

success.)  I digressed.  A dog barked, once, at one house but Paul was not seeable at 

all.  So, I thought that reinforced my point that the use of rear entry lighting kept on 

through the night would help us Wynnadalians keep intruders away!  Not so fast. 

 A cup of evening coffee in hand, I combed online police and security websites for some 

stats and pulled together the following:  The # 1 deterrent for break ins is a home 

security camera.  #2 is an indoor light placed near a rear / front window that stays on all 

night.  Number 3 is fencing six feet or higher.  And coming in at # 4 is the use of rear 

and front porch lights.  A few of the sites pointed out that the #1 - security camera, if it is 

embedded in a doorbell, must be seen to be effective.  Some light up at night, some 

don’t.  And if you are on the ‘some don’t list’, then a porch light reveals the security 

camera doorbell and its signage. 

All of the security experts agreed that expanses of dark areas, front and back, are 

helpful to burglars.  And all agreed that the use of front and back porch lights is a 

deterrent.  The suggestions were to use a soft LED (generates no heat hence not being 

a fire hazard and easy on electricity bills) that have on their base a ‘dusk to dawn’ 

sensor so they turn off at sunrise and on at sunset.  This prevents the pattern of your 

outdoor lights being on all day, which burglars do notice, and which makes your house 



more vulnerable.  The other suggestion was if you purchase a doorbell security camera, 

make sure it is one that has a built-in light. 

By the way, 65% of burglaries at night take place via the rear door, not the front.  And 

leaving that indoor light on all night, using a timer or a dawn to dusk bulb is necessary 

again, because a light on by a window  during the day is like honey to a bear for 

intruders. 

The wind down to this fast look at burglary stats and solutions is that the use of front 

and rear porch lights does help decrease crime, provided they are on at night and off by 

day, as do  indoor lamps near the front and rear doors, also using a dawn/dusk sensor.  

And the winner of it all is a lighted security camera doorbell that generates enough 

wattage to see the small sign ‘security camera in use’ directly above/under it. 

 A good suggestion to deter thieves is for all Wynnedale homeowners to change 

their outside lighting to dawn to dusk LED light bulbs for their entry lights, 

especially the back entry light. 

I could give you a little more, but I have to take the garbage can out now… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wynnedale News Tidbits - Summer 2023 Edition 
Submitted by:  Linda Ranger 

 

Mike McBride has had a good summer as a Charity Auctioneer.  He has served the 

Indiana Volunteer Firefighters Association and the Summer Stock Stage Youth Theatre 

Program.  He is scheduled to serve as the Auctioneer for the Indiana Arthritis 

Association in October.   

 

Jack McBride spent 5 weeks living and working in downtown Chicago this summer.  He 

graduated from Purdue in May and is a Commercial Banking Analyst at JPMorgan 

Chase & Co. 

 

The Rangers with their son’s family enjoyed another week together at Oliver Lake close 

to LaGrange Indiana.  Lots of fun pontoon boat time, swimming, eating together and 

playing games & puzzles.  This was our 5th year here.  Next year we are headed for 

Pine Lake. 

 

 
 

 

While planning the next KIB cleanup, the Wynnedale team connected with Northern 

Estates and other neighborhoods west of us. They are sponsoring a fall KIB cleanup on 

Saturday, October 21st in which Wynnedale is invited to participate. We have extra 

gloves and garbage bags for anyone who would like to do a fall litter attack. They also 

host a spring cleanup which is likely a better time for us to pick up litter as the dense 

underbrush in our neighboring streets won’t have leafed out yet nor will poison ivy be an 

issue. Contact Robin Reagan RobinReagon3@Gamil.com if you’d like to help plan 

next year’s cleanup or get involved with the October 21st event. We would especially 

like to involve neighbors from new Wynnedale. 

mailto:RobinReagon3@Gamil.com


Chuck and Joanne Streeter welcomed their first grandson into the world on July 11th.  

Their daughter Lauren and husband Wes are the proud parents of Lewis Anthony 

Malusek who weighed 8lb 1oz at birth and was 21 in long.  His older sister, Norah,  is 19 

months older than him.  Everyone is doing well. Joanne is enjoying her MeMe Mondays.  

 

 
 

Thank you Eddie Goodknight for another wonderful fireworks display on July 4th.  It 

was awesome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New neighbors at 4255 Knollton Road.  Marcia Tucker and Melissa Mederios have 

been so busy unpacking and  getting settled in plus working they missed being able to 



write up something about themselves and promise to write up more info to be included 

in the next newsletter. 

Here is some of our information below in case you may need to get in contact with 

them.   

Melissa Mederios  

email is mmederios001@yahoo.com         

Phone number 317-668-6655 

 

 Marcia Tucker 

Email is mltucker38@ yahoo.com 

Phone number 317-668-9976 

 

The Ranger’s had trouble finding a handyman who would do small jobs for them and 

they were glad to find Ace Handyman Services.  Very happy with how responsive they 

are.  https://www.acehandymanservices.com/offices/north-indianapolis  Their Ace 

repair guy, Andrew Kline decided to be an independent contractor after the Ranger’s 

first job with him as an Ace Handyman replacing rotted trim on their fascia boards which 

included painting them. They asked him to do additional work for them as an 

independent handyman. Andrew's phone number is 317.965.8200. He recently replaced 

their porch deck on their shed and they are very pleased with the quality of his work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annika Schmoll started 6th grade at Westlane Middle School and loves it. She's on the 

cross-country team, so keep an eye out for her during her practice runs! Annika started 

mailto:mmederios001@yahoo.com
http://yahoo.com/
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the summer with a week at North Central's Teen Musical Camp and then did a week of 

overnight camp at Camp Rancho Framasa in Brown County. She followed that up with 

four weeks at Girls Inc, which is held at the International School. We then managed to 

get in a family vacation with Kirstie's dad and stepmom.  

 
 

Annika is also eager to get more clients for her parent-helper gig. She's available most 

weekends, and evenings will open up once cross-country season is over. Text her mom 

at 317-529-1301 to schedule.  

 

North Central High School won the rights to produce Disney’s Frozen: The Broadway 

Musical. 

Only one school from each state won after sharing how they would use their production 

as an opportunity to engage with the larger community and create a catalyst for outreach, 

inclusion and belonging. 

  

Sasha and Illeana Moore were selected to perform in the chorus. Click the link below for 

dates and ticket information.  

  

https://www.northcentraltheatre.org/frozen-the-broadway-musical/ 

  

https://www.northcentraltheatre.org/frozen-the-broadway-musical/


 

 

Garage Sale in Wynnedale will occur on September 22 and 23rd organized by Cheryl 

Bulcher on Wynnedale Road and David Vass.  David lives on Cold Spring Road and is 

having a yard sale on that date also. Other residents are invited to put out items that day. 

 

Neighbor David Vass, who writes from his Wynnedale home on Cold Spring Road, will 

have his first book published 1 November.  It will be available as an eBook on Amazon / 

Kindle, Goodreads and selected brick & mortar bookstores.  He and his husband, Paul, 

will celebrate their 47th anniversary that same day!  David hopes in early December to 

have a ‘Wynnedale meet the author / excerpt reading’ just for our community at a TBD 

place.  

  

 



Jazz Roots Indy was a huge success despite the early morning rain. Families were able to enjoy 

music, food and vendors, all on the lawn of the Fitness Farm.  

 

  
 

 

 

Caroline Bryan had a piano teacher- Cheryl Eiszner come to her home to teach piano lessons! 

The Goodnight’s hosted a recital in August so that each child could show their progress! It was a 

fun celebration! 

The children who took lessons-        

Rowan Gilhooly 

Graham Goodnight 

June and Marshall Wilson 

Maddie Bryan 

 



September 2023 Free or For Sale items 
 

FREE ITEMS 

Callie Need has a NordicTrack Audio Strider 800 elliptical-Free 

<callie.need@gmail.com> 

 

 

 

Linda Ranger - Paper/file sorter 37-½”w X 12-¼”d X 25-¾”h, convertible car 

seat/booster seat and a separate booster seat that were only used a few times for 

grandchildren - Free  LJRanger@Gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:callie.need@gmail.com
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Sue Rice - Items available for anyone that wants them. Footstool 16 X 10 inches, cat 
carrier, Old tapestry 25 x 26 inches. The circles that look like mirrors are made of the stone 
mica.  Large crystal bowl with 6 small to match. Very old 3 other pieces. You may have some or all. 

Mason’s “Louise” Ironware service of 4 Dinner plates, salad plates, bread and butter 
plates,cups and saucers plus a few servings pieces. Free  SueRice@Lightbound.com 
 

 

 

 
 



From Janet Gibson- Contact Sue Rice if interested in seeing it.  Art is a must see to 

appreciate.  Photo does not do its reflective quality justice.  Large Manhattan Cityscape 

58-½” w X 42” high. Also a decorative bowl is available. Free  SueRice@lightbound.com 
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For Sale Items 

 

The Middaughs are slowly clearing out items from their home as 

they prepare to relocate to Wisconsin.  Contact:  Cathy 

Middaugh at themiddaughs@comcast.net for more information. 

  
Polytechnic Medical Exam Table, 4' long plus 18" fold-down leaf x 33"H x 25" 

deep, $750 

 

 
Cortland Piano Bench, 35"L x 14.5"D x 20"H, $40 



 
 

White Sewing Machine & table, refinished, 33"L x 17"D x 30.5"H, $125 

 

 
Fostoria American Crystal, set of 50 items, $150 



 
 

Loose set of silver cutlery, free 

 

Boxed set of silver cutlery, $25 

 



 
 

 

 

22-book set of Ruth Fielding mysteries for girls with copyrights starting 1913, $25 

 
 

1972 Phillips 3-speed bike, $50 



 

 
 

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 


